
1112 Public Notaries Bill. [SEBY ae r tc ~ue

who bar] never done any business of this
kind against at man whlo had had five
years' experience, He was uot quite
prepared to go so far as lion. membnlers in
relation to) the othetr amendments. If
hona. memblers thought fit to insist unl the
amendments, they must do so and take
the consequences if thle Bill was thrown
out.

Question--that the Council insist oil
its amnen1dmets-pult anld Passed.

Resolution reported, report adopted,
and a Mlessage accordingly tran sm itted
to the Legislative A ssembly.

ADJOURNMENT.
On. the U1otion Of the. MIN ISTER OF

MINES, it was agreed that tile House, at
its rising, do adjourn till the Monday
following, at 730 p.in.

Theo House adlourned at 5830 p.mi.
unti] the next Mlonday evening.

Th-wrsday, 16thi. lVecernber, 189.97.

Messae (Appropriation): Loan Estimnates-Questio,
Cotract Work at Causeway Camp, Port 14edbuid -
Qtuestio: Procuring Water for Stocki Route, 31"].
lowaL to Miuigenew--Question Railway Excursion
Trains on Chiristnmas flay-Motion: Expedliting Bills6
and Suspenision of Standing Orders-Motion: Amend.
meet of Electoral Act-Motion : Site ror New
Houses of Parlialnent-Conipanies Act Amendwent
Bil], first reading -Moqtion: Trial Rilway Survey,
Busselton to Lower Bllackwood -Motion: P roposed
Railway, Coolgurdie to Houuyvale-Early Closing
Bill, Amendient on report j third readig-Annsi
Estimiates, in Corimnittec of Supply : public Works
(tienerni Statemet)-Extna Sitting flay-AdIjoorn-
nient.

TutR SPEA-KER took the chair at
4-30 p.m.

Pitsss

MESSAGE (APPRO PRIA T1014) --LOAN
ESTIMATES,

AMessage from time Governor wvas re-
ceived and read, recoinniding an appro-
priation from General Loan Fund to the
services of the year 189 7-8.

QUESTION-CONTRACT WOIRK X&'
CAUSEWAY CAMP. PORT HEDSAN D.
MR ILLUNG WORTH, for Mtr. Vosper,

in accordance with notice, asked the
Director of Public Works: it. What w"s
the nature of the contract, if any' , entered
into by the Government for the construc-
tion of works at Causeway camlp? 2.
Whether it was true that the 48 men emn-
ployed in these works had received sne

wges for the last 13 weeksP 3. If so,
whether it was the intention of the Gov-
ernment to take any steps to secure their
imimediate payment?

Txs DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon., F. H. Piesse) replied:-
i. I asunie that the lion. mnember refers
to Part Hedland. The Governnrt
entered into at contracxt for the con-
struction of a metalled roadway emubaik-
ment over a boggy marsh about four or
five miles from. Port Hedland. 2..T amn
informed that on 2nd Novemiber about 30
mnen struck Work owing to the
non-payment of wages, but no information
is yet available as to the date of their
last payment. I uay mention, however,
that the Government, on becomning aware
of their pressing needs, supplied thie men
with money to obtain food. 3. The
Gorernnment have under consideration
the question of transferring the contract
to other persons, who have expressed
their willingness to take up thle work,
anad the best possible arramigeintents wvill
be made to protect the interests of the
meon.

Q1UESTION - PRLOCURIG- WATER FOR.
STOCK ROUTE, MULLEWA -1-0

11N G I N EW.
Ma. PHILLIPS, in accordance with

notice, asked time Director of Public
Works: I. Whether any steps had been
taken to procure -water on the stock route
between Mullewa and Minginew Y 2.
Whether he was aware that there was a
spanl Of 60 Miles almo1St wtePrless, an~d
that fat stock were suffering, mjost severely
in conseqtl'dnce, therefore raising theL price
of mneat in thle larger towns?

[ASSE-MBLY.] 1,17aferfor Stock Noute.
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THE DIREROTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon. F, H, Piesse) replied:
s. Yes. Boring and well-sinking parties
have beenl occupied for soic time past in
olitiiiig a water supply on this route,
z. 1 amt niot aware that there is anl almost
waterless stage betwixt Mullewa and
Minginew. in fact I ai advised that there
is water fit for stock four miles south of
MnUlewa, and a fairl v good su ipply of fresh
water alot)It 18 umiles and 26 miles front
Afinginew, and that boring and well-
sinking are still proceeding.,

QUESTrWN-IAILWAY EXCIJISLON
TRAINS ON CRRIST1MAS DAY.

PHn. WALLTACE, by leave and without
notice, ask-ed the Commissioner of Rail-
ways whether it was the intention of thle
department to run exilirsion trains onl
Christmas Day.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. F. H. Piesse) replied: It
is not etistomaitry to run excursion trains
on Christmas flay, which is observed in a,
similar muanner to Sunda v on the rail-
ways, and I can see no reason for depart-
ing from that customn. The arrang-ements
will, I think, be as usual.

MTOTION-EXPEDIT17ING BILLS AND SUS-
PENSION OF STAINDING ORDERS.

THE PREMIER (Right fHon. Sir
J. Forrest). in accordanice with notice.
moved

'That in order to expedite business, the
Standing Orders relating to tile passing of
Public Bills and the consideration of Messages
from the Legislative Council be suispenided
during the remainder of the session.
He said it was usual, when approaching
the end of the session, to make a mnotion
of this sort. :Last rear it was done
earlier than on the present occasion.- He
had consulted the leader of the Opposition
in regard to the conduct of public busi-
ness, with the result that the ' hoped to
bie able to finish the business in tume to
permit of His Excellency proroguing
Parliament about mid-day onl Thursday
next. 2.3rd December. It would facilitate
business considerablyv to deal with the
Bills on the Notice Paper more expedi-
tiouslv than could he done tinder the or-
dinlare- Standing" Orders. It mutI be
reinnlered that it wULLd 11it do to take
for granted that the Legislative Council
would require no tume to discuss those

measures : and it would therefore lye to the
iute rest of the country to pass this niotion.
This would not interfere, to any, great ex-
tenit, with the privileges of lion. imembers.
becatue anyt i4iitroveisittl question which
arose could lye dealt with in commr~ittee.
Alter a Bill ]had .WCn passed through
conmnittee, its other stages were gcnerali
*forital, though thley, were sometimes
takenl advantage of for further discus-
Sion linut hin. niiiei would have
aiiple opportiLnlitV Of dealinll~l1- t!oni-

* iittee with Bills. Au y notice now onl the
paper of a very controversial character
would, lie "'as afraid, have to go by the
board,. for want of time. The Govern-
inent would lie satisfied if they could
complete the financial Bills and one
or two others. The rest mnust. take
their chalwe, though there wvere sonic
wvhich 'it was desirable to pass. There
was a Bibi to bie introduced onl Mon-
day- next with regard to mining onl
private property, which would he, dealt
with if possible; but if there was an'
great objection that Bill would have to
give way ; though he thought it wvas
improbable the Bill would mieet with
luch opposition. as it followed the lines
of an Act which biad worked satisfactorily
in South Australia for the last ten years.
At any rate, it seemed to be at matter
which would not give rise to any great

Icon troversy. He was afraid sonic of the
no0tices On tile paler would litiv to
remain over for a time. No great harmi.
however, wvould be done, because Parlia-
wiet would meet earLly in Junienext. Only
five or six months would elapse before
honi. members would again be in session
with ample time to devote attention to
those inattet-s without being inconveni-
enced byv the excessive heat of this period
of the year.

M&. LE A E said lie would like it to bie
understood that all the notices of motion
then on the paper would be disposed of.
If that were so, lie would (10 what hie
could in getting the Estimates and other
necessarv work through.

MOTIO'N-A ME NDMENT OFV E LE.CTORA L
ACT.

MaR. SIMfPSON, in accordanrce with
notice, moved --

That in thle opinion of this [Louise it is de-
sirable to aniend the Electoral Act, with the

Electoral Act. 1113E27jeddiny Bill&
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object of further securing, the purity of elec-
tions.

He said: I do not wish to trespass on
the time of the House, but I would point
out that. according to Public rumiour,
sone. very large expenses were Incurred
by candidates during the late gener-al
election. From the result of the division
in this House on the motion in favoLur Of
the principle of payment of members, I
should say that it is the desire that can-
didates for this House should he pitt to
no more expense than is absolutely neces-
sary. I understand that in somre elec-
torates at the last election, some thousands
of pounds were spent, and I do not think
any member would wish to perpetuate
such a system as that. It has been sug-
gested that legislation oin this subject
would be ineffective. I ans disinclined
to admnit that argument, because I think
that any action of Parliament, wvith the
moral assistance of the people, will cer-
tainly have its due effect. This undue
expenditure of money is li kel- to defeat
the object which we all seek, nanely,
putrity of elections. The motion wvill give
the Ministry an opportunity of consider-
ing the question (luring recess. Regula-
tions mchl more extreme than our' owni
are in force in all the other colonies, and
have accomplished a considerable amount
of good. The necessity for pi-otection to
every Iran In Public life and those seeking
public life wvill have ocetirred to lion.
niemsbers. We know that in public life
there tire certain formis of blacknmail; and
this motion is submitted with the pur-
p)ose of deter-ing blackmsailers, and giving
[till opportunity to the people to select
flen, whether rich or poor, to represent
them in Parliament.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
R. W. Pennefather) : The argrnnents
addressed by the lion, member for Gerald-
ton in support of the niotion will, I an'
sine, commend themselves to every imen-
her of the House. I c;ats assure the lion.
members that daring the recess I shall
endeavour, with the assistance of the hiots.
imemjber himself and other members of the
Chamber, to devise some means by which
we can render elections independent of
the corroding influence that saps the
public life of mnany decent mets. I shall
certainly give tte lhon. uisesbcr everyv
assistance.

Qutestion put and passed.

MOT[ON-SI'rE FOR NEW HOUSES OF
PARLIAMENT.

MR. SIMPSON, in accordance with
i]notion, moved

'That this House, having taken into considera-
tioii the report of the, Commnission appointed to
select a sitec suitab)le for Parliament Houses,
disagree with the report, andl recomuiends the
site occupied by thle Hlarrntks in St. George's
Terrace.

He said : I ali sure it wvill not be con-
sidered for a moment from tuy general
attitude that I suggest the faintest dis-
respect to the lion. members and distin-
guishied men in public life wvho furnished
the report to the House with regard to
the site of the future Parliamnent Houses
of the country. It will be just as well
to mention at this stage that I do not
regard it ats a pressing matter that
wve should iminediately proceed with
at larg-e expenditure onl this work. This
House and public men generally seem to
he of opinion that we could devote our
resour-ces for sonic considerable tine much
mnore wisely to the development of the
country in thme way of providing railways,
roads, bridges, hiarhours and other works
of material benefit. But this matter of
the Parliament Houses is one in which I
take such an extreme interest that I trusst
I may be excudbd at this early (late for
asking the House to consider this motion.
A good many years ago I trespassed in
the colums of theo West Australian,
pointing out What a magnificent site
Western Australia had been endowed
with in the Barracks site for a great
Senate House or State House for the

Ipeople of the colony. I have no wish
to labour Use question, because I am
perfectly satisfied that any wvords of mine,
compared with the distinct argument
conveyed to each menmber of the Assembly
every tine he looks at the site, would fail
to suggest to this House the charmis of
that situation. I1 have travelled over a con-
siderable part of tlsis colony, and I cannot
imagine a more ideal site on which
to erect the great citadel of the people's
libes-ties than that noble elevation, which
is beautiful whether approached by the
liver, by rail, or by road, and which is
visible to the most usnenlightened eye as
beyond questioni intended for soime great
and nsoble pub Ilit, pturpose. Had I the
polver and could let loose mi'v im agination,
I could fancey we shall some dav see there
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a biiding emibody' ing all the traditions
of our great nice and the aspirations of
the people of Western Australia for the
future of our country. But the report of
this select conittiee on the qluestion
recommnends that the Parliament Houises
of the future should lie oin the mosquito-
haunted Swamp near the river. I sar'
that with noe disrespect to thoe who
compiled the repiort, i itt we are contract-
ing the horizon of our great political
vision, when we endeavour, to plaee the
future Houses of Parliament onl what I
amn comnpelled to call a swampl. Tlo make
this site availab~le, it wouild have to ise
won from the shallo-ws of the river. I
have gone to conlsiderab1)le trouble in this
mnatter in seek-ig suggestions and advice
fromn architects., lo are umen Skilled in
getting levels anld se'elng situations On
which to place the results of their eduica-
tion, from practical mien, suchI aLS b)uilders
and contractors, anid fromn ordinary comi-
mercial men, 1)us 'Y and full of affairs-
Jnvaniahlv' I have had the expression of
Opinion that there is one place to build t ie
f uturre Parliaient Rouses of Western
AustraliaL, and thaLt is atC thle head of St.
St. Geor'rge' T -errace, on the site at present
occupied b)'y the old barralcks. It would ill
b>ecoine mce to force in views as to the
advantages Of this Site onl ien. who -are
older aird wiser thanii' mself; hout 1 su-
gest to tire House tha!t th is is a, matter on
whichl we ])ight very e asily m ,Inake a Ziiis-
take. If we select what seemis to have
beeii offered anti sugge-sted to us byv the
great Architect of the Universe-if I
mar use that expression in connection
with this site-and decide to erect this
"rreat buligwhich we hope wil adorn
our city, it will, for all time, act as anl
eduicational in-stit'te-if T mnay use the
termi-for the people. No one canl
approach the ciywtotseeing this
elevation., A few days ago I sailed on
the river with some friends, and we
endeavoured. without success, to find any
point (of -vanitage round about the city
which would he better than this. I sup-
pose no peol onl earth are better
author-ities on architecture and the selec-
tion of sites than that great body, the
Roman Catholic Church. And whlen we
reinembeoir the splendid site onl which they
have erected their cathedral-tme best
site in Perth -I do not think there is
another situation in our city which

can possibly lie comipared to it save
the one which I have suggested as
the site of the people's cathedral, if I
nat so cali it without any.% unkind or dis-

courteous reference to othmer institutions.
suggest this site with deference to the

report anti opinion of those distinguished
mien who have g-iveni this House the
resutlt of their deliber-ations; for I thiink
thmey perhaps lost sight Of its ad vantages
because timer were too faffluliar wvith themn.
I comememnd this motion to the House
with one object, that we. may erect a
building for tme Parlient of the couam-
try at a1 later date which, from its very
situation, will become an object-lesson to
the people of Western Australia, not only
for o-ne generation, h.ibt for all time. I
bieg to mnooe the mo1tionl standing inl my1
naile.

THE, PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir
J. Forrest) : Hon. memibers are of
course aware that it is not proposed at
the present time to undertake this work
that we all have in view, of erecting
Parliament Houses for this country ; but,
for all that. I think thle hon. inmmmmer has
acted rightly in proposing this muotion.
It would Of course be impossible for thle
Governmrent to u4 onmnence a work of this
niagnitide anti importance without the
consent Of Parlia nealt; and therefore.
even without this motion, there would be
no risk of mnoney' beig spent on any
SitO without this I ce being first 'on-
sulted. I took steps-I think in coin-
plilce with a, re-solmtiomr of this House-
to mnove His Excellency thle Governor
to appoint a commission to report upont
the best site for the Houses of Parliamlent.
I am not going to follow the hon. miemiber
at all in his disparagement of thle site
selected. by a majority of that commission.
To do so would b)e to take up a, position
which I do not intend to take up, and
which would not be in accord with myv ownx
feelings and judgment. I ami not dis-
posed for a nuomnent to say that the site
selected is not a beautiful spot. I am not
prepared to agree wiith the hon. miember
that it is a swvammp. There is no swampi
there. It has an elevation of some .50 feet
above the river ; and i s. I th ink, one of the
beauty spots in the city' of Perth. I am

isure no one can sayv that the smuall
Governmnent Garden, as, it is called, is a)
swamnp, or that Government House
is situ~ated in a swamnp. No one

Proposed Site. 111-5
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can say that the beautiful garden
around Government House is anything
but one of the chief ornaments of this
city. But, ;A the same. time, I am not in
accord with the recommendation of the
conmmion, because f think there is a
better site, the site Suggested by thle
hion. ineber, on that large reserve of
some 12 or 1h acres-I do not know the
exat area, but it mnust be about that size.
-at the top of St. George's Terrace.
which is, I think, above alf other sites,
the best for the Parliament Houses of this
country. The objection I have to the site
proposed by the coimnission is not that it
is not beautiful, not because there is
not at miagnificent view from it, but
because it is not in an elevated position
like the site (of the old barracks;
and I think that, when we. are construct-
ing new Houses of Parliament, we shonld
try to place them in a conspicuously ele-
vated position, where theyean. be seen from
all parts of the surrounding country. I
have always had the idea-thoughi I have
no wish to rush into any great expendi-
ture in the matter of these buildins-
that we ought, as far as possible, to make
the Parliament Houses of the country
classic ground. I believe that, however
muchl of a blatant agitator a man may be
ontside, the fact of his being elected by
the people, and coing into a beautiful
House with magnificent surroundings, wvill
tend to elevate him, and to make him
feel that he occupies a high and re-

spoInsible position. which perhaps he
would not feel if he entered a place
of an opposite character. For this reason,
I hope to see by-and-ly Parliament
Houses worthy of the colony erected on
that site. Moreover, the position pro-
posed by' this motion is not only an
elevated but a very-% healthy position--I
may say, even more healthy than any
other part of the city' , being higher up
and further away from any objectionable
surroundings. I look upon it as a great
and noble site for the Parliament Houses
of the future: and if I had been a mem-
ber of that comnnission, I would certainly)
hiave strongly advocated that site, for I
know of no other which, in any way com-
pares with it. It may not be a very
cheap site to build upon; but that Con-
sideration, while it has to be borne in
mind, miust not receive undue attention.
I have mnuch pleasure in supporting the

I motion of the lion. mnember, because it is
exactly in accord with tise views I have
held for a long time, and which, if I had
been a. muember of the cominissiou, I
would have advocated.

MR. ILLINGWORTH (Central Mur-
thison) : It is unnecessary, after the
statement of the Premier, that there be
any length y debate on this motion. I
have a. very strong feeling on the question,
anti desire to express it. Ilkmay saythat I
atil fully atlive to the many advantages
that will he fouand in the site suggested
by the majority of the commission, and
those advantages ought to be fully con-
sidered. But there is one disadvantage
connected with it which is of a public
character, -whichi T feel outweighs all the
advantages that can be suggested. It
would deprive the vx-ople of the use of the
only public gardens we have in the centre
of the city; for they would inevitably be-
comie Parlhiment Hiouse gardens. Now I
think we cannot too carefully guard our

1public reserves and health resorts, and this
Ione especiall 'y, which is in the very) centre
of the city, ought not to be encroached
upon in the slightest degree. On the con-
trary, 1 hope to see the time when that
garden shiall bev extenided over the site of the
old Supreme Court and to the banks of
the river. In the next piace, this site
camnot for a moment compare with the
site which has been suggested by the lion.
mnember wvho moved the motion; in-
deed, when I came to this country over
seven years ago, the very first thing that
struck me was that this wvas the place

*where the Parliament Houses ough t to be;
and I have never changed mny opinion.

*Again, I think that Parliament Houses
ought to be away from the bustle of
the city. That. is an important thing
for a deliberative assembly. Then I
want to suggest another thing: we
hope that, as a result of the motion
carried here a short time ago in favour
of payment of members, we shiall have
our Parliamnent Houses occupied by mnem -
bers who come from the country disticts,
and to whom those Houses will be, to a
great extent, their home. Those of us
who live in the city attend to our Parlia-
inentary business and then return to our
homes; but those who come from a dis-
tance, as seine hion. members do now,
have to spend three mnonthst of the year
in the city, and should find in Parlia-

Proposed Site.
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inent Houses a resort at which they could
not only attend to their parliamientary
business, but find a reasonable amount of
pleasureas well. It is impossible to erect
Houses suitable for these purposes on
the site suggested by the commission, or
to lay out the grounds in a suitable
nmner, unless we were absolutely to
take possession of the Government
garden. So I think, without depreciating
in the smallest degree the suggestions of
the commission, and recognising the
many advantages which they no doubt
had in their mninds, we are bound to give
our adhesion to the suggestion contained
in this motion. Wherever it is decided
to erect the Houses, I hope wve will " go
stow.' I hope the design will be one
worthyv of this country hundreds of years
hence, and that we shall start slowly' ,
buIilding just such portions of the edifice
year by year as our fu.nds will permit. I
would like to see the building settled
upon and designs worked itit carefully.
and extended year hy year-. Hon. nlein-
hers are aware that for very many v year's
the Melbourne Parliament House was
used for the purposes of legislation blefore
it was in any way complete(] and it
mnight be possible to provide in the earl *
stages of the history of our building
proper accommodation for our senators of
another place. in order that they' might
leave their present inconv~enient accoi-
inodation, and as time went on we might

year 1)*w year add to the building from
one fixed design, and ultimately'A be able
to find accommodation there for ourselves.
But thle ornamentation and finish which
necessarily belong to a building of this
class will, I hope. be kept back for a
good many years. I hope wve shall have
at the outset only the actual necessities
and conveniences, ad that the orna-
mentation will come in later. I should
like to see the expenditure limited to a
given sum-say, by way of illustration.
£20,000 a year, and that in years to come
we will have a building which will be a
credit to the city'A when the city is a credit
to it. I have great pleasure in supporting
the motion.

AIR. A. FQRREST (West Kimberley):
I do not rise to oppose this motion, but I
do not think there is a single member in
this House who imagines we are prepared
to go into the question of building Par-
liament Houses at the present time. Seven

of our members are going away shortly.
They intend, I suppose, to build mnuch
larger Parliament Houses--whether in
Melbourne, Sydney, or Adelaide has not
yet been decided. We will not, as a Par-
liament, have the powers we now possess
when that has been done. I do not think
the colony is prepared to face the question
of building Parliament Houses at a cost
of one hundred or one hundred and fifty
thousand pounds. The other evening the
hon. member for East Perth (Mr. James),
when we were discussing the proposal of
giving the City Council authority to
borrow a small amount of monev, would
not trust that body with it, but, he has
no objection to our spending £150,000
on Parliament Houses. I do not think
we are prepared to sanction any expendi-
ture oil this building.

MR. Siinrsox : I have not suggested
ally expenditure.

MR. A. FORREST : I wouild g~o thus
far wvith the bon. mlember-the site is a.
good one; but ally' expeniditure at the
preseut time is out (if the question. I do
not see what good the resolutioni will do,
as its onl " ,effect w'ill be to place on
record thme fact that we disagree with time
recomimendation of the commission.

MR. WILSON (the Canning) : I amn
entirely in accord with the motion of the
hon. nwnlliber for Ucraldton (Mr. Simp-
soil). and I think the proposal is quite
opportune, because, although wve may not
now be wvilling to spend ally money In1
the erection of new Parliamnentary build-
ings, yet I think this is a time to secure
a suitable site, ad that site is beyond
question the best in the city of Perth.
Out of the large nlumber of strangers
whlo comle to this city, I can guarantee
that niniety per, cent, will at once say that
is the site onl which we should build
our Houses of Parliament. It has many
advantages, and, withlout going into
details, I should like to point out that it,
is removed from the turmoil and the
traffic ill the Centre of the city ; while its
comparative renmoteness is not a disad-
vantage, inasmuch as we shall shortly
have thle tramway rim right up the hill.
I hope this House will pass the motion,
and that the site will thereupon be ear-
marked by the Government for this pur-
pose.

Holi. H. W. VENN (Wellington):
I am in accord with those hon, members
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who say it will be well for the Govern-
ment to reserve the site on Mount Eliza,
at the top of St. George's Terrace, for the
f ,tiu-e Parliament Houses ; and I amn iii
accord also with those who say it is not
desirable to immnediately? enter into a
large expenditure for the purpose of
building, because I do not think we are,
in a position to do it at present. We are
in a position to make some improvemeut
in the acconiodation of the present build-
ings, and lion, members of this House
and the other ChiamIberare subjected to a
great deal of inconvenience at lpiesent for
want of proper accommodation. With
regard to this Chamber, there is spwce at
the rear for increasing the accommodation
so as to serve all the requtiremnents of
legislative business for a number of
years ;and it is most desira ble that the
Government should, during the recess,
take some steps to provide moreac-corn-
niodation iii the direction indicated. If
that is done, and I think it can he done
at ain expense of something under
£2,000, then the question of building
new Houses of Parliament may possibly
stand in abeyance for some vears. In
the meantime, I am in accord with the
motion, and hope the Government will
reserve the site indicated for the future
building of Parliament Houses.

MR. LEAKiE (Albany): Hon. mclii-
hers will not be astonished if I say I
intend to support this motion; for,
remembering that I was a member of the
cominnssion appointed to consider the
question of a site and designs for new
Parliament Houses, it will have been
seen that I joined with another member
in signing the minority report which dis-
agreed wiith the conclusion of a majority
of the commission. My reasons for doing
so have already been sufficiently stated.
I regard this miotion as something more
than a formal one; and, if carried,
it will be ain emphatic expression
of opinion on the part of this House
that, whenever new Parliament Houses
mnay be built, they shall be erected on the
site indicated in the motion, and on that
site alone; further, that the site so in-
dicated shall not, he appropriated to any
other pturpose. Alrea dy we find the
Director of Public Works has put tipl
additional buildings in connection with
the old barracks; and although they are
perhaps of only a temporary nature, yet

unless this House declares its intention
with reference to that site, the lion.
gentleman may feel justified in making
use of that site for the business of his
department by erecting other bildings.
We do not grumble at what lie has done
there, but we want it to he distinctl '
understood that no building of a per-
mnnent or expensive nature shall lbe
placed on that site, which we desire
to be reserved for the future Parlia-
rueat Houses. Another important con-
sideration is that, having on1ce selected
a site, it %%ill enable our architects
to prepare the plans. It is better
that such plants should he prepared
at leisure, and it would be a matter to be
determined hereafter whether or not tie
designs should be competitive. In my
opinion, competitive designs should be
called for the building of Parliament
Houses; and if the designs are to be
competitive, there is no, reason why the
Governmient Architect should not comnpete
with others b)'y sending in designs. Our
object should be to secure the best possible
accommodation, and to ensure 1 eautY of
design I think the question of the building
of Parliament Houses cannot long he
deferred, for we are ]tampered a great
deal by lack of accommodation im' cornne-
tion with this Legislative Chamber, and
especiallyv does thait infconlvei ence apply
to the members of the Legislative Council.
I trust that lion. memb ers will regard
this motion as a most important one.
and not as one of a mnerely formal
character. Of course, it ultimately must
involve the expenditure of a large suin of
money, but that we need not now discuss.
I readily fall in with the suggestion of
the niember for Central Michison (Mr.
Illingworth) that the buidding might be
put up piece-nieal, from year to year.
The next step after having, selected our
site is to select our design; and I trust
that, during thme recess, the Director of
Public Works will find time to consider
the question, and will reconmmend to Par.
liament at the next session some scheme
for carm-'ving out this wvork. I hope the
lion. gentleman will see his way also to
recommitnend that competitive designs shall
ibe invited.

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon. F. H. Piesse) : As a
member of the conunission which was
appointed to report on this matter, I do
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not care to let this debate close 'without
offering some remarks. From a national
point of Ajew, I think there cannot be two
opinions iwith regard to the site for the
future Parliamlent Houses, because I
must say there is no better site than the
elevated position on the top of St. George's
Terrace, as indicated iii the motion; but
the question that the commission was
appointed to consider was the selection of
a site suitable for the Present require-
inents of Parliament Houses in this
colony ;and taking into consideration
the present population of the colony, and
the population of Perth as the capital,
the majoiity of the conunissqinners con-
sidered it wiouldl not be a wiJse course to
enter into thle question of providing a7
site, or selecting a design, upon such a
scale as might in a few years he found
altogether inadequate for the growing re-
quirenients. of the colony. Consequently
we had to consider the question of what
w~ould( su-it the probable requirements for
theo next ten or twelve years. Looking at
the question to-day, and taking into
account the site indicated in the motion.
no doubt that site will be centrally
situated in the future, and will he proll-
ably one of the best sites available for
the purposes; hut what influenced those
cominrssioners, who reported in favour of
the site On which the present Legislative
Council stands, as being suitable for a.
building to serve the colony's requirements
for some years to conc, was that the site
is one that would be most convenient in
present circurastances, and for some years
to come, and being in close proximity to
the public gardens, they could be miade
,use of to moine extent by menibers for the
lpurpose of recreation. The site so re-
commended by a, majority of the corn-
mission would not take up so much of
the gardens as some members of this
House seem to expect; and, in fact, that
site has been refenred to as if the gardens
were going to be divided in a mlanner
which would be objectionable. Those
who look into the plans which were
before the commission will find that the
piece of land to be apportioned for this
purpose is very little larger thanu the piece
occupied by the present Legislative
Council buildings; and it would extend
only to the footpath some 40 or -50 feet
lower down towards the river. There
wouild also he an admirable view from

the portion of the new building facing
the river. anid if the new Parliament
Houses were erected there, they could,
after having served the requirements
of the Legislature for sonic years.
he ultiniatel v turned to somie other use,
especially as p~ulhic offices ; and wheii
that stage of development was reached, a
larger building, suitable for the growing
requirements of Western Australia, could
be ereted at the site indicated in this
motion, that site being the miost favourable
and the very best in the city. Having
regard to the amount of mtoney to which
the commission were limited, we found
that somne miembers of that commission
were not inclined to exceed the suni of
£70,000. tie amniomitfir-st mientioned; but
they afterwards found it necessary to
agree to plans being drawn for an aiouit
nearly double that which had been first
contemplated. All this influenced the
commission in concluding that it would
he a mistake to confine ourselves to the
erection of a, building to cost X70,000, and
to put it. upoutta large site such as that in-
dicated iii the motion; and therefore the
inajority 'vOf the comnuioin reconULnended
the erection of a bul ilding chatt would senve
for a nuiber of Years tiponi a site which
would be convenient for thle tirme, and so
that the buildi ig mnight be converted after-
wards into public- offices. These reasons
prompted me to concur in recomnmending
the site on which the present Legislative
Council stands. Another reason was that
this site would have provided opportuni-
ties for miem bers to use the gardens while
Parliament was in session. With regard
to the other point mentioned, as to the
designs, that is a question too debatable
to go into to-day. There is no money at
the disposal of the Government for pre-
paring any designs or dealing with tbis
matter dining the recess : but, as sug-
gested by the mnemnber for Albany, during
next session possibl 'y this matter inay be
considered, with a view to placing money
on the Estimates for prepar-ing designs.
We should not rush this matter forward,
lint the consideration of designs should
take some years. possibly ;amid, althoughi
1 was opposed to the ibiviting of cornpeti-
tire designs when a deputation put that
request before me. yet I am not going to
be so dogged as to stand in the way of
u-hat may be the wish of Parliament mi re-
ference to the inuode of preparing or accept.

Propoged Sile. 1119
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ing designs; and when I opposed this
matter before, I said I dlid not so oppose
it that, if it caime to be debated in the
House, I would favour the designs of my
department, but I said that I considered
we had men then in the depa-rment, arid
have now, who are competent to prepare
designs for our Parliament Houses, and
who aire recognised throughout Australia
as architects of great ability. With
regard to the iinprovemnent of the build-
ings now Used for the Legislative
Assembly, they should certainly receive
some attention; and although' no pro-
vision has been made onl the Estimates
for increasing the accommnodation, which
I consider is needed, yet T quite agree
that something should thedone to improve
the conveniences at thle back of the
present Chamber. This might be done
by putting another storey on1 the roorms
at the back, and increasig the acconi-
muodation in aI wav that will not he
expensive, while addiiig to the convenience
of members. During thle recess, I will
have designs prepared, and will see what
canl be dlone towards improving thme outer
portion of these buildings, after consulting
wvith the lion. the Speaker aind others who
have tile control of these buildings. I
hope to be able to have designs prepared,
amid, if the expense is not too great. we
may possib~ly be able to carry out the
work before the next session begins. As
I said, there canl he no two questions
about the site for the new Parliament
Houses; bumt taking into conisiderationr
the conditions of the present time, I ant
still of opinion we could erect on the site
of the present Legislative Council Chan-
her a building that would be suitable for
the requirements of both Houses of
Parliament for some years to come, anrd
w~hich would not be crampe~d in the
arrangements, and not hie in a position
whichl could be objected to.

MR. DOHERTY (North Fremantle)
I happened to be on the depu~tationm
which waited upon the Director of Public
Works, with somie architects, amid thle
hion. gentleman then objected to receive
any plans from architects outside his
department, although several architects
were willing to supBply plans without airy
charge. If any p)rofessional men are pre-
pared to give their services free for a
purpose of this kind, it is better, in the
interests of the country, that we should

have miany designs rather thanr one
design.

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS:
There was no occasion for- designs then.

MR. DOHRERTY: I think thle occasioni
has ariseir now ;but the hion. gentleman
seems almost to have turned to the
opinion which was held by that deputa-
tiomi. I think we have in this City archi-
tects who are capable of designing, a
building, probably, equal to those else-
where, for the purposes of the Legislature;
and we Should accept the Services 4f
architects who are willing to do this with-
out charge. I think also wcshiouldnmake
an early beginning, by spending some
mloney onl the wvork nextI year. The noise
that. is carried onl about this Chamber in-
terferes with the work of legislation very
seriously, and if lion. ineinbem's were to
vote tenl or twenty thousand pounds for
commencing the building-

THE DIRECTOR Or PUBLIC WORKS:
We have not got thle foundations vet.

MR. DOHERTY: Then start the
foundations, and put Ump such a build-
ing as will enable us to Carry on our
business-say a lbuildinrg of this size to
start with, arid extend it frmn year to
rear.

MRt. SIMPSON (in reply): I had no
idea, aiid I gather from the tone of thle
House that lion, members have no idea,
ofcomprornisingthefinarces of the country
in building new Parliament Houses; but,
at the same time, we should ear-miark the
site for all time. I do hope, also, that.
the Director of Public Works will pay'
grave respect to public opinion, and that
he will seek for designs froin all over the
world for this important national work.
The hion. gentleman's idea is that the
result of inviting competitive designs will
be that we shall get only' a front eleva-
tion; but if anyone reads the history
of the erection of the Houses of
Parliament in England, it will be
seen that designs were sought all over
the world for what would be most
ser-viceable to the requii-ements of the
Legislature. I do not think we would
he 'Unwise if we followved the sanie course :
and ve should seek aid and inspiration
fronm all quarters of the globe, for assist-
ing us to put on that magnificent site a
building that will secure for all time the
conveniences of legislation, and at the
same time stand there as one of the
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great national buildings of Western
Australia.

Question put and passed.
The SPEAKER suggested that it

might be desirable to forward the resolu-
tion to the Legislative Council, requesting
their concurrence.

MR. SIMPSON accordingly moved-
"That the resolution of this Rlouse be

forwarded to the Legislative Council, and
that their concurrence be desired therein."

Question put and passed.

COMPANIES ACT AMENDMENT BL1L.
Received from the Legislative Council,

and, on the motion Of MR. COLon, read
a first time.

MOTION-TRIAL1 RAILWAY SURVEY,
BUSSELTON TO LOWER BLACKWOOD.

MR. LOCKE, in accordance with notice,
moved:

TIhat in the opinion of this House the
Government should consider the advisability
of arranging for a trial survey between HBus-
selton and the Lower Blackwood district.
He said: I think I represent the oldest
and most neglected district iii the colony,
and I hope hion. memibers will not think
I am expecting too much when I ask for
a trial survey for a railway in the dis-
trict referred to in the motion. This
would not be an expensive Line to build.
The country is, comparatively speaking,
level, and there are 110 rivers or other
engineering difficulties to contend with,
while the land all belongs to the Crown.
In Geographe Bay we have one of the
best harbours in the colony, where there is
a jetty alongside which large vessels can
be brought. The harbour was built by'
nature, and now we want a railway to open
up the country. The Conservator of
Forests has estimated that the timber in
the colony is worth 100,000,000. well,
I thiink that half of that timber is in the
district in which I ask that this trial
survey shall be made. I do not ask the
Government to pledge themselves to build
a line, nor do I ask the Opposition to
pledge themselves to support a line. If a
trial survey is made, the Government will
have some idea of the country proposed
to be served; and then I propose to ask
hion. members to visit the district for
themselves.

A MEMBER: What is the distance
covered by the proposed railway ?

MR. LOCKE: About 40 miles. Hon.
members miay think that because the
Bridgetown line, which goes through hilly
country, cost 'a. great deal of money,
therefore the line which I suggest will
also cost a great deal. But it is for
that reason I wish lion. members to visit
the district for themselves. The timber
country starts about ten miles from the
Vasse sepr, and extends for the whole
distance of the suggested railway. There
is no better timber in Western Australia;
indeed, I was going to say there is no
better hardwood in the world. Then the

Iland at Lower Blackwood is second to
none in the colony. I lived there part of
my young days, and have had runs and
stock in the district. On one occasion I
saw a man occupied three days cutting a
quarter of an acre of oats, an~d he was a,
hard-working man who worked all day.
That is the kind of country I propose to
open up. The suggested railway would
open up splendid country for agriculture,
viticivilture, and also as I have already
indicated, for timber. Some of the tim-
ber there has arrived at maturity and
ought to be cut; and, if £Q15,000),000
worth or £20,000,000 worth were cut, we
would know there was another 50,000,O000
worth growing. Thus the timber of the
district would be an everlasting asset for
the colony. The Minister of Lands has
had some surveys made in the Blackwood
district lately,. and his officers have
recommended the opening up of one of
the finest patches of ground in the colony.
There are miles and miles of plains and
swamps which would grow enough pota-
toes to supply all Western Australia, and
also provide produce for export. At
present all this country is useless, owing
to the want of means of communication.
The survey I ask for is only a matter of
a few pounds, and the information ob-
tained would be available for all time,
even supposing it was decided not to
build the railway. I do not ask the
Government to pledge themselves to build
a railway, or to adopt any particular
route, but only to make a trial survey'
and ascertain the cheapest and best
means of affording railway communica-
tion between Busselton and the Lower
Blackwood district.

HON. H. W. VENN (Wellington) :The
member for Sussex has asked me to second
the motion. I was rather in hopes-not
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knowing much of thedistrit mysel-that
the hion. member would have advanced
some very strong statistical reasons for
the expenditure of money on this object
at the present moment. The amount to
be expended, if the motion were carried,
may not be a large one. The survey would
probably not be much more than £1,000,
or £20 to £830 a mile. Still I am unable
to give an opinion as to the immediate
desirability or necessity for the construc-
tion of a-railwva.y between Vasse and some
unknown place. It would have been in-
teresting to the House if the hon. miemnber
could have fixed the attention of hon.
members on the immediate desirability of
this expenditure, knowing that. if the
motion be passed and the Government
undertake the survey, there is always an
implied idea that the Government will
support the construction of the suggested
line. I have no personal knowledge
of the district, nor have I gleaned
from the hion. member that there is an y
immnediate or- pressing necessity for at
railway. I beg formially to second the
motion.

THE PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest) :I feel somewvhat in at difficult
position. One of my friends and sup-
porters, coming from the same partof the
colony as I represent, and an lion.
miembfer whom I would like to assist if I
could, brings forward a motion involving
it considerable amtount of expenditure.
However pleasing it may be for the hon.
member to submit his motion in the
interests of his constituents, it is not
equally pleasant for the Governent to
have to deal with the subject. The plea
put forward by thme lion. member, that
the Government would only have to make
a survey, is not a very good one. The
hon. member is aware there is no money
or provision for the construction of such
a railway, and we have had experience of
the difficulties which the Government,
and even this House, have got into
through agreeing to make surveys of
railways and then proceeding no further.
Before the Government make a survey of
a line, there ought to be reasonable hope
that the line is going to be constructed;
otherwise people are only misled. What
do the people of a district think,
when they see an army of surveyors
working, and maps produced showing the
route, gradients and curves, and then find

Parliament touching the question no
more? The people at once begin to
abuse the Government and the House
because the work of constructing the rail-
way is not carried out. There is an
instance before us ait the present moment
wherein the whole of the district, repre-
sented so well by the Minister of Lands,
is in a state of uiproar and agitation. The
people of that dlistrict are abusing their
old and tried member, and are also
abusing the Government. I do not know
whether they have got so far yet as
abusing Parliament, but that will certainly
come next. Last year the Government
placed a sum on the Estimates wvith the
full intention of carrying out a. work in
that district as soon as funds were
available fromt the consolidated revenue.
The survey has been made, but because
on the first opportunity of our meeting
here we are not prepared to carry out the
work, the whole place is upside down, and
the people are abusing their best friend
because time work has not been gone on
with. We are now asked to provide at
sumi of monmey to make a survey of a line
from Busselton to the Lower Blackwood,
when not one of us has made uip his
mind to construct that line. What would
be said of uts if we assented to the motion.
We should be condemned by' the people for
having misled them. People no doubt
would take tip lands, they would mider-
take obligations for erectig machinery,
because a kind of promise would have
been given that the line would be
constructed. I mnay say that I look on
these motions-and we have had a great
many of them this session--as subversive
of Parliamentary Government. Unless
the Government of the day is prepared to
oppose this expenditure of money, the
best thing the House cain do is to take
the matter out of the hands of the Gov-
emninent and put it in the hands of
somebody else. I notice a lot of these
motions, and I do not think they do
any good. They are almost unheard of
in any other Parliament of Australia.
These proposals moved by private
members have far-reaching influence, and
they necessitate a large expenditure of
money if carried.

AIR. ILLINGWORTH: Are they quite in
order ?

TuE PREMIER: I do not know. The
hon. member should know, having sat in
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the Parliament of Victoria. But the
lion, member never saw motions like this
one there. The Government disregard
them, and there the members do not lbrillg
them forward because they are disre-
garded. I hope the time will come in
this colonky when we shall do the same.
It is an inpleasant position for me to be
in, because one has to vote sometimes
against one's friend or colleague, and
altogether it is placing a responsility
on a% person he is not prepared to take .
For in- part, the construction of a rail-
war from Busselton to tower Blackwood
has not yet fornied part of the policy of
the present Government. I know the dis-
trict well. There is a lar-ge amount
of good timber there, but up to the
present this line has not been on
the programme we have placed be-
fore the country. I am not so sure
that the hion. member (Mr. Locke), when
addressing his constituents, advocated
this line. I believe lie advocated a line
to Quindaluip, lbut I dto not believe he
ever advocated at Line from the Vasse to
the Lower Blackwood. Everyone knows
that at present it is not possible for the
Government to carry a line like this
through the House. Whflen there is no
intention on the pa-t of the Goverrnment
to undertake the work in the near future,
what is the use of passing motions
of this sort ? First the Governument have
to find die money foi- the survey, and I
think the Gover-nment wvould be doing
wrong to the people of a district to
encourage them in the belief that the
Government were going to construct a
railway, when there was no intention of
doing so. The hon, member (Mr. Locke)
did not consult me on this matter, or I
would have told him the same as I am
telling hon. members now. It is un-
pleasant for me to do so, because there
are many of. my old friends-friends of
my youth--in his district, and they will
not appreciate my making remarks of
this kind; hut I have a public duty to
perform. I ask the hon. member in his
own interests, and in the interests of his
district, not to move motions of this sort
until he knows that he has nearly a
majority, because moving motions like
this cannot do any good. I hope
lion, members will express themselves
in regard to this question, and that,
after haring done so, the lion. mein-

her will be satisfied and withdraw his
Imotion.

Question put and inegatived.

MOTION-PROPOSED RAILWAY, COOL-
GARDIE TO EOXXNYVALE.

MR. MORGANS (Coolgardie), in ac-
cor-dance with notice, moved:

That in the opinion of this House it is
desirable that the railway al-eady surveyed
from Coolgardic to Bonnyvale, a distance of
six miles, be constructed.
He said: I amL bound to say, after the
remarks of the Premier, the wind has
beenii taken out of niv sails; but I h-ave
a duty to perfonm . To a large extent I
feel there is a good dteal of weight in the
reniarks of the right hon. gentleman, as
to the introduction of motions of this
kind. They occupy a good deal of time
in the House; buttin moving this motion
I think I shall have the sympathy
of this House and the Government
and the right hion. gentleman. A rail-
way line has already been surveyed
from Ooolgardic to Aft. inuges, which is
a spot which the right lioen. gentleman has
frequently lbrought tinder the notice of
the House, because it is the place where
the great water darn for carrying out the
water schemne for the Coolgardie goldflelds
is to he built. My reason for asking the
construction of this railway is that
Bornyvale is a busy and important dis-
trict at the present time. There is one
amine there at the present moment turning
out 2,000 ounces of gold per month, and I
think the general output is calculated
between 3,000 and 4,000 ounces per month.
In addition to that, a lot of valuable
machinery is on its way to this place, and
it is expected Bonnyvale will become one of
the most imp1 ortant producing centres on
the Coolgardie goldfields. Thereisa con-
siderable population inthe. district, and the
railway would be a great convenience to
the people in communicating with the
capital, Coolgardie. There is another
reason for this line, and it is that we all
believe, in fact we are perfectly certain,
that the Government will Carry out that
important wvater scheme; and as it will be
absolutely necessary to construct a railway
to convey the material to Mt. Burrges,
I do not think the Government can raise
any great objection to putting down six
miles of railway over a route that is already
surveyed, and which will give the popula-
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tion an advantage in the meantime.
Mount Burges is really a place of resort
for the inhabitants of Coolgardie, and
apart from the convenience to the mining
population that the railway to the foot of
Mount Burges would be, this line would
be a matter of great convenience to the
public. In view of the fact that the
Government has constructed a railway
to the Boulder from Kalgoorlie, and I do
not know that the population is much
greater on the Boulder than in the dis-
trict the rights of which ITam now advo-
cating, I hope the Government and the
House will see their way to support me
in my desire to get the construction of
this short line of railway, which involves
the laying of six miles of rails. The sur-
veys have been conmpleted, and the con-
struction will be quite inexpensive.

Ms. DoHERTY: How much per mile
will it cost?

MR. MORGANS: I dlid not say how
much, but I think it will be very cheap
indeed. The right lion. gentleman said
that when a survey liad been made, and
a railway was not constructed, people in
the district were disappointed if the
railway were not made. There is one very
strong point in connection with this pro-
posed line. The inhabitants of Coolgardie
hoped and believed-but the Government,
no doubt for good reasons, changed their
minds-that the Menzies line would be
constructed from Coolgardie: and had
that line been constructed. it would have
gone through this particular spot, the
rights of which I am now advocating.
The Government will require a railway to
Mt. Burges at no distant date, and I
hope I have given sufficient good reasons
to the House to claim their support on
this occasion. I regret I have been
obliged to trespass on the time of the
House, but I feel my request is a reason-
,able one; and in view of the fact that the
desire of the Government is to help for-
ward the best interests of mining on the
goldfields, I am quite sure the Govern-
ment will extend their sympathies to me
on this occasion, when advocating tire
claims of a large centre of population.
I desire to congratulate the gold-
fields on one point. Prom what the
right hion. gentleman says, there are some
noisy electors in Western Australia out-
side the goldfields. I find, from what the
right lion. gentleman said, some of the

electors round Northamn, represented so
well by the Commissioner of Crown Lands,
are noisy. I am bound to say that 1 was
led to beieve that the only noisy electors
of the colony were on the goldfields, but I

amglad to find there are some others
besides those on the goldfields.

MR. SIMPSON: Would it do to carry out
the line by private enterprise ?

MR. MORGANS: Yes, I should be
glad to see private enterprise carry this
work out.

MR. GEORGE (the Murray): The
case cited by the lion, member is so
strikingly parallel to that of my own dis-
trict that, by substituting " Pinjaxrrh and
the Williams" for " Coolgardie and Bonny-
vale," I do not think I could possibly
place a stronger case before the House. I
had the honour to ask the Premier and his
colleagues a little while ago to carry out
their pledge that wherever a railway would
pay they would be prepared to consider
it; and I can state that, if the Government
would construct the six or eight miles of
railway to which I have referred, it would
be an iuexpensive work, it would enable
a timber company to pitt on thirty or
forty hands, and the gentleman who owns
the sawmill will take care that the railway
will pay, and has offered to give a cash
deposit to a large amount as a guarantee
that interest, sinking fund, and working
cost would be provided for by the revenue
resulting. The lion. member who has just
spoken has not such a commercial bait to
put before the Premier as this. I know
that the line will pay. I have no interest
in it. I merely wish to provide for the
farmers in the Southi-Western district the
best market they possibly could have, bjy
inducing the erection of sawmills all along
the line. That railway has been refused;
and, so fai as I can see, the railway that
the lion. member for Coolgardie advocates
stands a very good chance of being refused
too.

THE PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir
J. Forrest) : I am opposed to private
members trying to interfere with the
financial business of the country. The
mnember for Coolgardie should not, at
the present time at any rate, have
moved his motion. I believe there are a
good many people living about what is
called Cane Swamp and near Mount
Surges, and that the mines there are
turning out well. As time goes on they
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will, perhaps, justify the construction of
a railway; but I ant not prepared to
adinit at the present moment that they
are languishing for the want of one.
There is no objection on the part of the
Government to tramways being con-
structed about any part of the goldfields.
It seems to mie that the best course for
the lion. member to pursue is to state the
case as he has done, and to urge it upon
the Government in every constitutional
way. I hope before the House meets
again to have an opportunity of visit-
ing the district and seeing the locality;
and, if the finances justify it, no
one will be more pleased than myself
to give better means of transit to so
important an industry as that of the gold
mines. I thoroughly understand that it
is a great advantage to gold mines to be
connected with a railway, especially if the
ores are refractory, and have to be taken to
some distance to be treated. I do not
know whether the ores in the mines
referred to by the member for Coolgardie
are of that character. If they are, of
course the case is stronger.

MR. MORGAN$: 100 tons a day could
Lie dealt with, if they had a railway.

THE PREMIER: The hon. member
has made out a very good case, and one
thatwill receivetheattentionof the Govern-
ment, now that it is put prominently
brought before them. The Government
have known all along that there was a
great demand for railway communication
between Coolgardie and Mount Burges,
and especially the Twenty-five Mile.
These districts have been asking for a
railway for a long while past. I am quite
aware that a very important part of the
goldfields would be opened up by the
construction of a railway in that direction;
but the demands for one have not been
considered so urgently pressing as those
from other parts of the fields. The trunk
lines have not gone in that direction. All
the Government have been able to do, so
far, on the goldfields, with one or two ex-
ceptions, has been to build trunk lines,
and we have not as yet been able to give
a line to every centre. It could hardly be
expected as yet that every centre should
have a railway. Carting must be done
for some time, and, especially if they
have the assistance of trainways, people
will be able to get along pretty well.
There is no provision on the Estimates

*for the construction of this line, nor is
there ainy money available at the present
moment. Before the Government could
construct this railway we would have to
pass a Bill-which might not take long
-but we wvould have to provide funds,
which we are unable at present to do. I
assure the member for Coolgardie that
I will not lose sight of what he has said.
Between now and the time the House
meets again the matter will be considered,
and if after that the Government think
it is an expense we can properly recoin-
'mend, and the finances justify it, I shall
be very glad to move in thie direction
desired. More I ai unable to say.

Mn. MORGANS: After the assurances
of the right bon. the Premier I desire to
ask permission to withdraw the motion
standing in my name. I consider it is a

*question of vital importance, and one
worthy of the Premier's best considera-
tion ; but I cannot expect that it will be
dealt with immediately,

Motion, by leave, wvithdrawn.

The SPEAKER left the Chair at 625
p.m.

TI SPE~tAKER resumed the Chair at

EARLY CLOSING* BILL.

AMENDMENT ON REPORT.

The Bill having been repor-ted with
amendments,

Clause 18:
Ma. JAMES (in charge of the Bill)

moved, as an amendment, that the words
" "and employees," in line 6, be struck
out. This was simply a formal altera-
tion.

Put and passed.
Report, with the further amendment,

*adopted.

THIRD BEADING.

On the motion of MRt. JAMES, the Bill
was read a third time, and transmitted to
the Legislative Council.

ANNUAL EST[MATES.

* Further consideration in Committee of
SUPply.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
(Director, Hon. F. H. Piesse).
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GENERAL STATEMENT.

Vote-Public: Works, £1474,454 Is. 8d.:
THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC

WORKS said: It is not my intention to
detain the House long, in connlection wvith
the statement I intend makingiregard to
the Public Works Departmnent; but fr
desire to touch upon most of the matters
of importance to the House, and after-
wards, when the items are uinder discus-
sion, I shall probably be able to deal with
any specific item, and to give any infor-
ination concerning it which may be
required. My reason for not dealing with
this departmient as fully as I dealt with
the railways is that many of the subjects
in connection with the public works have
already been dealt with by the Premier
in his Financial Statement, wherein he
referred to so many of the works in course
of erection throughout the length and
breadth of the colony. Consequently, in
again alluding- to these different works, I
can only touch upon them in a general
way, because a great deal of information
has already been given concerning them,'
when the different items have been uinder
consideration in this House.

Last Year's Expeazditure.

I should first like to allude to the large
amount of business which has been done b
the Public Works Department during the
past year. The gross expenditure for thle
year has amounted to £2,826,474, of
which £1,519,996 was defrayed from loan
funds, and £e806,479 from consolidated
revenue. This has been distributed
tinder the various heads of departmental,
railways and tramtways, harbour and
river improvements, telegraph lines,
public buildings, water supply and
sewerage in towns, wvater conservation
and stock routes, roads and bridges, and
boring for coal and miscellaneous works.
Hon. membhers will learn front the returns
laid before them in my report, that the
expenditure for public works in 1896- 7
has reached the highest amount which
the expenditure of this department hase
ever attained in the colony. For the year
1893-4, the expenditure front revenue was
£268,163; from loan, £683,563 ; or a tota
of £751,726. For 1894-5, it had risen
to £145,287 from revenue, and £611,273
from loan, totalling £2756,560. For last
year, 1895-6, the anotunt spent out of
revenue was £638,501, and front loan

£6"50,708, or a total of £1l,289,209.
For the 'year 1896-7, the amount
expended fromn revenue was £806,479,
anld front loan X1,519,995, or' a total
of £e2,326,474. This is doubtless
a very large amzounit, and of course, as

iI mnentioined just now, it has been dis-
tributed throughout the whole ef tile
colony, and huts been a ilecessary) result of
the great development which hits taken
place consequent upon the progress of
the goldfields and upon the remarkable
prosperity enjoyed by other districts of
the(, colony. 'The total expenditure for
last year exceeded that of 1895-6 by no
less a. swin than £21,036,266. The figures
I will give disclose the classes of works

1on which this increased expenditure has
been incurred, which are ats follow:

On aiiways and tramnways, the expendi-
ture for 1896-7 "'as .£1,136,187, being an
increased expenditure over the year
1895-6 of £589,589. On harbours and
river improvements, the amiount ex-
pended for 1896-? was £311,662. That
is an increased expenditure over the pre-
r-ious year of £102,796. On public build-
ings, the expenditure was £410,490,
or an increase over 1895-6 of £214,367.
On roads and bridges there was
spent £169,756, or an increase over
the previous year of £78,903. I would
like to point out also that the borrowved
money which has been expended on the
public works of the colony uip to the 30th
June last amounts in the aggregate to
£65,643,044, which has been distributed
over, large works throughout the colony,
of which the principal are railways and
tramnways, which have £3,743,830. Next
come harbour and river improvements,
£812,498. Thea we have telegraph lines,
£307,829; and you will notice that the
amount expended on public buildings has
only been £131,778; and I think the
country is to be congratulated onl this, for
the reason that it shows that a very small
sunm, proportionately, has been expended
out of loan upon public buildings. The

Ipublic buildings throughout the colony.
Iwith the exception of those included in
this itemn, haive been constructed out of
consolidated revenue. On stock routes
and water conservation we heave expended
£X26]1,853; for roads and bridges we
spent £118,997 ; and on water supply
and sewerage for towns, £*16,801. ; and
there is a miscellaneous expenditure of
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£169,958, making tip the total I have
previously mentioned of £6,1543,044. For
this colony that is, of course, a large loan
expenditure; but 1 think we may point
to the fact that the expenditure upon
railways, which I bare mentioned as
something over 3:1 millions, has proved
one of the best investments that the colony
could mnake, opening uip, as it has done, a
large area of country, including the gold-
fields, and extending to those fields the
convenience of railway traffic, which is so
necessary for their development.

Fremontle Harbour Works.

Having dealt with the figures whcich I1
have mentioned as expenditure, I would
now like to deal with the principal works
which have been carried out during the
year, or which are in course of construc-
tion; and first of all I will deal with the
Fremantle Harbour Works. These, I
think, are among the greatest works we
are now tundertaking, because they are of
such interest and importance to the colony;
and although very great progress was
miade during the year 1896-6, still more
rapid progress has been made during the
past year. In fact, the work has been
pushed ahead with such rapidity that the
harbour has been made use of some
eighteen months sooner than was antici-
pated last year. I may say that, during
the past year, in consequence of the great
demand for wharfage at Fremanntle, and
of the increase in the number of ships
which arrived at the port, it was found
necessary to make some provision for ac-
comnmodating shipping by expediting the
unloading of the cargo from such vessels;
and the Government deemted it expedient
to push on with greater rapidity the works
in connection with this harbour. First
of all there was the deepening of the
harbour, which was accelerated by the
addition of the two dredges wvhich
were put to work there. The dredge
Fremantle, which has come out recently,
has got into working order, and there
was also the dredge " Premier,' previously
at Alban 'y, which has done very great
service in connection with the sand in
the river, and has reclaimed a large
block of land which has since been
utilised for the purposes of our Fremantle
railway yard. I have previously placed
before hon. members a map showing the
progress made in connection with the

Fremantle hiarbour works; and it will be
noticed on reference to that map that a
depth of 26ft. has been dredged through-
out the greater portion of the entrance,
and that 2Oft. hats been dredged over the
whole length of the quay completed to
date. The whole of that structure, which
is now completed, reaches the very
respectable length of 3,160 feet, and in
addition to this the total length piled is
1,295bfeet; consequently wehave had sonme-
thing over 4,000 feet of quay constructed
or nearly comipleted at Freiantle. I would
point out that this has been made use of
by various vessels which have fromt time
to time entered the harbour. The first oc-
casion on which a steamship entered the
harbour at, Fremiantle was on the 4th of
May last, when the "Sultan" took up
her berth alongside the quay. Since that
tiue the hiarbour has been used by a
ntumber of deep-sea vessels, of which I
may mention the " Cornwall," which is
one of the largest carrying ships which
has ever come to Western Australia.
The total length of this vessel is 430 feet,
'*.ith a width of 654 feet, and a depth of
82 feet, and a gross burden of 5,489 touns.
This vessel, compared with some of the
larger P. &' 0. steamers of recent con-
struction, is of no great size; but it
compares most favourably with the type
of vessel which has been touching at
Albany for many, years past, pointing to
the facet that, if 'the restrictions which
have been placed oil these vessels enter-
ing the port were renioved, we should
very shortly be able to accommodate
vessels of the mail-boat type within the
river. The expenditure in connection
with the wharf tIP to date--I am giving
these figures because they do not appear
in the report placed before lion. members
-is £52,658, and the cost per foot of the
construction has been £10 1?s. 6d. This,
compared with the contract which was let
for the thousand-foot wharf constructed
by McDowell on the north mole, is about
12s. under that contract price. And,
wvhen we take into consideration the fact
that the wharf constructed on the south
quayv is wider than that at the north mole,
and also that it is of very much greater
strength, I think it speaks favourably for
the economy which has been practised hr
the department in connection with this
great work. The total quantity of rock
removed from the Fremantle harbour up
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to the present time is 617,420 cubic
yards; and the total quantity of sand re-
moved is 1,340,177 cubic yards. The
total expenditure for the year in con-
nection with the Fremantle harbour
works has been £210,175.

MR. SIMPSON : Is that out of loan
fluids ?

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: Yes; the whole of that is out
of loan funds-not out of ordinary re-
venue.

MR. SIMPSON : It will be considered
when the loan fund is discussed?

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: Yes, of course, it is a public
work, and I shall deal with the loan
items afterwards, unless you wish to have
them specially dealt with. I would like
also to mention that the wharf is now
being made use of at Fremantle for the
loading of timber vessels. These vessels
are now taking in timber at the wharf in
addition to the steamers. I am just
mentioning these figures to show the
grreat work that is being done. Hon.
members must reognise that although a'
commencement was made oil the 28th
of August last year with this quay, we
have succeeded in putting in this large
amount of work, to accommodate so
many vessels which are seeking the
benefit of the harbour. We are con-
structing a slip to clean the two dredges,
instead of sending them to Melbourne as
we had to do before. This caused adelay
of some months, in addition to the great
expense entailed and the loss of time. Li
the construction of the dock the machinery
belonging to the slip, and which cost
.£6,000, will be used. I have been asked
the question why the Government has not
commenced the construction of this dock.
This cannot be done until the dredging
is further completed. This year has been a
record year for the construction of bridges.
We have had many bridges placed on
the Estimates and not completed, and they
have been carried over f romn year to year;
but by the energy displayed by the En-
gineer-in-Chief, all the bridges, except
the b)ridge at Guildford, have been con-
structed. A temporar y bridge has been
erected at North Fremantle, and that will
serve the purpose until a permanent
bridge has been constructed. This tem-
porary bridge had to be put up in conse-
quence of the reports received as to the

stability of the bridge. It was pronounced
by engineers to be faulty, and the Govern-
ment. have decided to erect a temporary
bridge at North Fremantle until it is
possible to construct a permianent one.
With regard to the perimnent, structure,
if lion. members turn to the report of the
Public Works Department, they will find
a complete statement as to what the en-
ginleer proposes should be done in connec-
tion with this bridge. The engineer's
report has not 'yet been conifirrmed by the
Government. It is only anl estimate
prepared by the engineer, showing what
can be dlone as to the bridging of the
river at North Fremnantle. Provision has
been made for a swing, and I think this
will be found to be necessar~y, taking in
view the fact that in time the vessels
will be coining uip the river, probably to
Perth. It will be necessary then also to
deal with the railway bridges.

Roads and Byidges.
As to roads and bridges generally, this

year I introduced a Bill dealing with roads
and bridges; but owing unfortunately
to some misunderstanding between the
Lands Department and the Works De-
partment concerning this Bill, it has
not reached that stage I hoped it would
have reached. I hope next session to re-
introduce the Bill with some modifi-
cations. Then I think I must have
inserted in it a clause providing for the
auditing of, accounts. It seems to me
that the present system of administration
in connection with the roads and bridges
is a very questionable one indeed. Since
I have administered the department, I
have had endless trouble with the finances
of the roads boards. Already the
roads boards have power under the
existing Act to elect an auditor, and the
resident magistrate of the district is also
an auditor to act on behalf of the
Government. We must remember that
although there is not much fault to find
with the way in which the work is done
by the resident magistrate or the auditors,
there is not that examination or care
given in auditing these accounts that is
really so necessary. What I wish to see
done next year is to have an auditor
appointed attached to the Public Works
Department, or the Treasury-I do not
care which, so long as an auditor is ap-
pointed-whose duty it shall be to audit
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the accounts in conjunction with an
auditor appointed by the district, or ex-
clusively by the public auditor. Although
I do not 'wish now to comment on the
way in which the roads board funds have
been expended, I must say that if greater
sulpervision were given), aid more care
shown in the audit, it would have a
beneficial effect on thle expenditure of the
roads board funds,

MR. DonEnv y:- What about the ap-
poinitilient of a supervisor ever the works?9

THEF DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS:- That is not miaterial vet.
Many roads boards have carried out their
work well, If we go into the qluestion of
appointing G3overnmeut supervisors, and
saty that thle roads boards: shiall construct
their roads on certain principles, it will
eud inl 3ome amount, of trouble. I
admit that some of the money is
wasted, but onl the whole the work- is
very satisfactorily done by the boards,
and it is done m~uch cheaper than the
Public Works Department is ever likely
to do it, I thinik that these boards have
such a knowledge of the local sur-
roundings. and In' their methods of
calling for tenders locally, and dealing
with matters in that wvar, V they get thle
work done cheaper than we could get it
done.

With regard to sewerage and water
supply, I mentioned a few evenings
ago, just casually in speaking on the
mnatter in another way, that a report had
been made by1 Mir. Napier Bell on the
sewerage of Perth and Fremnanitle. The
Government has received the report, and
has sent it on to the engineers for their
reports upon it. Mr. Hiodgson, in charge
of the sewerage, has obtained some neces-
sarw informnation in connection with sur-
veys. which I hoped to have had in a
report in 'fly hands by this time: but I
heard from him yesterday, and he hopes
to let me have his report on the Perth
scheme next. week. As to the report
about Fremantle, we shall not be able to
get that for some time. As to sewerage
geerally, that subject I shall not deal
with. The Government have no intention
of dealing with it, until we can go into
the matter more fully. We have not
now sufficient money to carry out the
work. and as a large amount of money

I will be required for the wvork,
it will have to be provided for under
Loan Act.

Boring for Water.

In regard to boring for water throughout
the cotuitry, I am aware that it is
hardly news to say that the Coolga rdie
diamond drill has reached the depth it
waLs proposed to go, 3,000 feet, aind the
work has been stopped, and the whole of
the plant taken downi. It will remain at
Coolgardie for sonic time, until the Gov-
ernmient decide where to send it for
future work. The Government do not
intend in future putting down bores in
ant- part of the goldfields districts, unless
favourable opinions are given by geologists
as to the boring. We have had a test at
Coolgardie, which was made in opposition
to the opinions of all gogit.It was
made in accordanLce with the wish of

IParliament and to satisfy this House.
This work at Coolgardie is quite an
achievement in boring to such a depth

Ithroughl granite without difficukt). Of
Icourse there are deeper bores, but few
Ibores have been put down in so short a
time as this has been, through granite.
It was quite expected that the bore would
not be able to go more than three feet a

Iday in the granite, and I believe it was
expected that it would take another year
to complete the work ibnt I anu glad to
informn hon. members that we have suc-
ceeded in boring to the depth a year
sooner than it was aniticipated. This, of
course, is a great savingi, to the country.

MR. SuIPsoNt: Who selected the site
of the Coolgardie bor-e?

TarE DTRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS : Mr. Hlector, for the i-eason
tha the geologists would not point out
any site. The geologists said the only
way to find out a place to put down a
bore was to take ab camiel and put a blind-
folded manl on its back, and where the
camel stopped, there to put down the
bore. That is the advice they gave, and

it shows the idea they have of the prob-
Coolgardie goldfields.

Mn. SimpsoN,,: Did not the geologist of
South Australia give some idea ab--out
subterranean water?

Tar DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS:- He did; but we knew sub-

I terraneanl water existed. It hadl been

Annual Estimates : [16 DECEMBER, 1897.]
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proved by the amount obtained from
these subterranean supplies. A large
amount of work has also been carried out
by the Water Supply Department. Wells
have been sunk right away to Wyndhiamn,
with one exception right in the northernt
portion of the country. Those who wish
Dow to travel through the country will be
able to get through with a good supply
of water. It was not an easy mnatter to
travel through before. The stock routes
have been opened up and ph-tced under
Government control. A supervisor has
been given so many wells on the route to
look after. It is preferable to do this
rather than to put thle route under roads
boards. Although the roads boards have
dlone their best, they have not looked
after the work as they might have done;
and the Government decided, as so much
mnoney had been expended in this direc-
tion, to place men in charge of the
wells, so that at any' time repairs were
required these men could effect them.

Rai/lway Conistructiopt.

With regard to railway construction
throughout the couutry, the works in con-
nection with the different lines are in
progress. The Mullewa-Cue line has not
made the progress that was expected
owing to floods, which were referred to in
this House the other evening, and a lot
of extra work will be necessary in conse-
quence. An arrangement has been mnade
with the contractor by which he will run
a train a day each way except Monday,
and will carry all goods and paissengers
at a specified -rate. The reason why hie
will not run a train both ways onl Mon-
day is because there will be no train to
meet himi on that day. I hope the
arrangement will prove satisfactory. The
people in the district would prefer that
the Government should take over the
line, but it would not do for both the
Government and the contractor to be in
possession of the line together. The
contractor is under a, heavy penalty to
maintain the line for a further period,
and the Government wvill take uip the
rtunning in July. Everything has been
satisfactorily arranged. The Collie Rail-
way is in progress, and the Govern-
ment hope to take that over at the
end of February. That is 18-L miles
long, and nearly the whhole of the
line has been ballasted. Thle Donny-

brook-Bridgetown railwvay has been con-
structed. The railway from Perth to the
racecourse has been completed, as also
the bridge -across the river, and the line
was used for the first time at the last
meeting. It is hloped this will be a
very great convenience to the people visit-
ing the racecourse. The Bunbury race-
course line is -also completed at a cost of
£2,000 or £8,000. The Kalgoorlie-
Boulder railway is near completion. It
is hoped that this railway will give
ab fairly good return for the money ex-
pended.

Mit. Yospna: Better than the Bunlbury
racecourser

THtE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: I think so. The Menzies
railway is also in progress. The rails
have been laid beyond Eardoc, and will
reach Menzies ab~out April, when the
Government will take tip the running.
The line will be a great convenience to
that important district. The Kanowna
railway has been put in hand, and the
rails are laid for some 12 miles, and
carrying goods and passengers to that
town. This work is very much appre-
ciated. The discovery of gold -at Kanowvna
has been anl incentive to the contractors
to carry out the work quicker than they
would haive done. The Greenhills rail way
(York) is under construction, and -will be
completed about the middle of the year.
The time given for the carrying out of
the'Kanowna railway is nine months from
date of signing the contract, so that it
will be in the hands of the contractors
another five mouths, wheni it will be
taken over by the Government. The
contract tinme for the Menzies railwa y was
fifteen months, and as about eleven
mionths have expired, that will be taken
over by the Government in another four
u1Louths. Both these works are expected
to be fully completed before the expiration
of their contract dates. The survey for
the Gooinalliug railwayv has been coin-
pleted, but that of the Pinjarrab-
Marradong has not been completed,
as there has been a difficulty in finding a
suitable roiLte through the hills. Several
routes have been tried and have not
proved satisfactory. Recent reports shlow
that a later trial has been more sucessful,
and that a better route has been found,
so that I hope soon to bear that that
line has been commenced.

[ASSEMBLY.] Public Works.
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Perth Markets and~ Cool Storage,

The Perth markets have been opened
and leased to the city council, and they
have been occupied, but thle rents have
been so gr'eat as to be detrimental, both
to the interests of the city couincil and
all those who intended to occzupy the
market. I was informied that an auction
was held in 'onnlectionl with thu. letting
of the stalls, and I then oxpressed mny
surprise to find that the rents offered for
stalls were so excessive. Knowing what
these people could afford to pay. I quite
expected the result that has happened. I
have heard that the rents have been since
reduced. The cool-storage buildings in
rerth have been completed aind are occut-
pied. I am sorry, to say that, up to thd
present, they have not been made use of
so much as we anticipated by people
sending produce from the country dis-
tricts, but thle space is being gradlually
taken up, and I think in time the couna-
try people will find it to their advantage
to send down produce to be put in the
cool-storage chambers. At present milk
is the principal article sent in. This will,
no doubt, become in time a great trade.
The building has more than paid its way
up to the present, because I have been
mnaking use of the place for storing
different things, and it has been extremely
serviceable. A large quantity of trozenl
products, for which we were paying £80
or £90 a week, have been stored there.

A, Mennxn: Imported?
THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC

WORKS: Yes; principally imported.
The building will, no doubt, be for some
time made use of for that purpose.

MR. RUBBLE: And local people are
unable to make use of it!

Tnn DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: We have been advertising for
some weeks to let the rooms, and only
yesterday the mnanager told ine that there
was a room vacant. It depends onl what
space you want as to whether you can be
acconmnodated. I offered to lease the
spaces and reserve six rooms for the pub-
Lie. Now, I find the local people want to
make use of them, and complain because
they cannot get what they want. It is
the dog in the manger all over again.

Architectural Brancrh.

Last year I spoke of the work of the
Architectural division. I said it was my

*intention during the comning year to re-
organise it I admit, that there are some
very good architects in the department,
but they a re not all as practical as they

* might l'e, We wnvmt someone with prac-
tical ideas to keep thein in order. The

Vdesigrns are, as a rule, too elaborate, and
entail too much expense in the carrying
out. Everyone wants to show himiself a
Sir Christopher Wren. Onl the whole,
however, I think the men are doing their
work very satisfactorily, Al1though Mr.
Bell is an engineer, hie has bad consider-
able experience in this class of work. He
has as good a reputation as any architect
in Australia, and he has d!one very good
service to this country. By the system I
bare adoptedwe are saving. The Public
XWorks Department isagreat mioney-spend-
ing departmen t, and the way to save mioney
in this department is to have designs'
economically prepared. But anl officer in
charge of the Architectural division stood
aghast when I told bin' to prepare sonic
standard designs. He said he would not
like to see the same designls used all over
the country-he believed in change. He
was in the habit of changing his designs
very often, and put the country to a. very
considerable expense. We are lucky to
have a, good manl in charge of the Archi-
tectural division. Tihe men in that division

*have done their work very zealously
during the past year. A number of de-
signs have beeni prepared which were
never muade use of, and for which there-
fore I have nothing to show; bit, taking
the expenditure during the, year, ton.
members wrill find that the percentage of
cost to the administration, has been uinder
6 per cent., including everything connected
with the preparation Of designs, construc-
tion, and the working of the department.

MRt. GEORGE ZI thought it was 2 per
cent.

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: We are taking things into
consideration we never took before. We
are also preparing designs to standard
which will save the country thousands of
pounds. The standard designs include
school buildings, police stations, post and
telegrah offices, country hospitals and
other buildings of that character, and
wvith standard specifications, estimates,
qutantities. and drawings ready for the
contractor, it will readily be seen the
saving and benefit which must accrue.

Annual Estimaies: [16 DEcEMBER, 1897.)
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Centraliring the Offices.

There is little for me to add, except in
regard to departmental questions gener-
ally. The centralisation of the depart-
mnent has been alluded to in the report of
the Unider Secretary. The present decen-
tralisation of the Public Works Depart-
inent is one of our greatest drawbacks.
If the department could be centralised in
one building, so that all the offcers could
be under direct control, with the advan-
tages of inter-comi aunication, the expenses
of mnanagement could be lessened by at
least 30 per cent. When the country can
afford it-which I hope will be in a short
time-the Government hope to be able to
erect a block of buildings in the city.
possibly on the land secured in St. George's
Terrace, to serve not only the Public
Works Departmnent, but also the Lands
'Dlepartment. At present these depart-
ments are Scattered throughout the city',
and great difficulty is experienced i;
working them. Their decentralisation
necessitates the repetition of record and
other officers; whereas, if the work was
all carried on in one building, the depart-
ment could be administered much more
effectively.

Cotgardie Water Schemne.

During the year the Engineer-in-Chief
has visited England in connection with
the Coolgardie water scheme, and the in-
terim report prepared by the commission
appointed to inquire into the scheme
in England has been placed before this
House, and another report will. follow
shortly. This matter of the Coolgardie
.water scheme is still receiving attention,
and, when the Estimates come up, it will
be found that £50,000 has been put down
for the purpose of commencing the work.
Immediately the Government are ready
to commence with the work, I am ready
with the plans for the reservoir north of
Smith's Mill. It may be said that the
stun put on the Estimates is not large, but
there remains a good deal to he done yet
in the way of inquiry. The class of
pumps and piping and other necessary
things. have'yet to be definitely settled.

MY. SIMPSON: That is what you told
us twelve months ago.

Tar, DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: The work cannot be proceeded
with, or anything done in the way of
ordering maxterial, until the matter of

pumps and pipes has been settled. Tmi-
miediately this is decided, the work can be
proceeded with.

MR. VosPER : Is Smith's Mill on the
watershed of the dam?0

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: The watershed reserve is one
of the very best that can be obtained.
There are very few residents there, and
when the damn is erected it will mnean the
backing of water for a distance of about
eight miles. That is an immense volume
of water; and every protection from
pollution will be given to the catchinent
area.

MR. Sibit'soN: Have you any idea
when you will really begin the work ?

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKCS: We have no idea. We Luav
commence aluiost at once, or in a fortnight
or six weeks. It is difficult for me to
deal with the matter of rublic Works,
for the reason that so miuch of it has
already been discussed. From time to
timae I have answered questions on the sub-
ject, and, in addition, the Premier has
dealt with it fully in his B~udget speech,
when he touched on many of the public
'works of importance throughout the
country.

Pressure of Wa7rh in the Department.

The late abnormal condition of affairs
has meant a large expenditure of money
throughout the country, and it has also
meant that we have not had time to lock
after many matters in connection with
administration. We have had to go ahead
at a gr-eat rate, to meet the demands cast
on us for public works from Wyndham
in the North to Eucla in the South.

MR. VosrER : Especially in the North.
Tux DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC

WORKS: Yes;j and also to the East,
as the hon. member for North-East
Coolgardie well knows. If the hon.
member looks at the map, he will find
it dotted all over with works done by the
Water Supply Department, works which
have been. of great benefit in opening up
the goldfields.

Officers and Salaries.
The staff of the department have had to

work under enormous. difficulties, but have
succeeded in carrying out their duties satis-
factorily. Although it may be said that
the officers are paid to do their work, still,
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it must hie admitted, it has been a trying
time for everyone of them during' the
past year. The whole of the staff have
conducted themselves and responded in a
wa)- which is most gratifying to the
Government. With a few exceptions, I
amt impressed with the energy displayed
by most of the engineers, who have gone
into their work with zest. I hope thatwhen
hion. members are dealinig with the Esti-
mates, they will remember that many of
the officers of this department are only
temporarily employed. Salaries may, in
some instances, appear larger than some
hion. members may deem advisable; but
it must be remembered that if an engi-neer is engaged to come here at a slry
of £700 a year, he is subject to a month's
notice, and may* be dispensed with at any
time when the work is completed. These
temporary people occupy an uncertain
position, and the small increases which
hauve been proposed for them should cer-
tainly be given.

GENERAL DEBATE.

MR. TJEARE said he understood it
was the wish of the Government to clear
the Notice Paper of some unimportant
business, and he suggested that progress
be reported.

THE PREMIER: The proposal of the
hion. member for Albany would not assist
the Government.

MR. SIMPSON : Why not resume the
discussion on the " tick " question ?

THE PREMIER said lie was not pre-
pared to go on with the adjourned debate
on the tick question that night, because
members interested were not present.
He was, however, prepared to meet the
convenience of lion. members, and would
be glad to arrange a day when the ad-
journed debate could be r-esumed.

Ma. LEAKS: The adjourned debate on
the tick motion could be taken on the
following day.

THE PREMIER: That could no doubt
be arranged, but the other motions on
the Notice Paper were not pressing. He
was sure the lion. member for North-
East Coolgardie would not be so un-
reasonable as to ask that the motions in
his name should be taken that night.
The Estimates should now be proceeded
with, and an arrangement could be made
for the motions of the lion. member for
North-East Coolgardie to be dealt with

at another sitting. Hon. members had
conie that night prepared to discuss the
Estimates.

]%n. VOSPER: So far as he was per-
sonally concerned, it was a matter of
indifference to him whether his motions
were taken that night or at the following
sitting.

MIR. LEAKE said that, uinder the cir-
cumstances, he would waive any objection
to the discussion on the Estimates being
proceeded with. This he thought was
the proper time for him, with a view pos-
sibly to accentuate the general discussion,
to move an amendment to this vote. He
moved, " That the vote be reduced
by Y-25,000." Hon. members would per-
ceive that this motion would not neces-
sarily upset the Works policy of the
Government, but it might necessitate the
dropping out of their Estimates of a few
of what might be regarded as the less
necessary works. Wvlhen it was considered
that the Commissioner of Railways had
uinder his control for this year over a
million of mioney, his financial ar-ange-
meats could not be upset by depriving him
of X2.5,000; and his (Mr. Thake's) pro-
posal was not to deprive the country of
the benefit of that expenditure, but to
let a most deserving branch of the public
service-f he Lands Department-have
an opportunity of spending this money.
The Lands Department, as lion. members
were convinced sonic short time ago, had
been practically starved to feed thisdepart-
nient of railways and works, and lie asked
the committee to support this amendment,
in order that the settlement on the land
should proceed with the greatest pos-
sible des patch. The country was un-
fortunately threatened with an invasion of
rabbits fron the South Australian side,
and there were other miatters of im-
portance which required the attention of
the Commissioner of Crown Lands, who
had told the House that the Estimates
had been cut down, and that lie was
forced to redu~ce his expenditure to the
disadvantage of his administration.
Therefore the committee would act
wisely in accepting the statement of the
Premier that the advancement of the

ladsplicy ,oflithe Government was of
parmo n imotance, and in assisting

the Government to the extent of X-25,000
in carrying out that policy. This proposal
would aot even necessitate any delay,
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because the Government, baeked by the
expression of opinion of the committee,
could take the amount from the public
works estimates, and, by a supplemental
vote, apportion it in such a mannrer as the
Commissioner of Lands might suggest.
The Auditor General's report, wrhich had
beeon presented somewhat late in the
session, threw a still stronger light on the
financial muddle into which the Govern -
ment appeared to have got themselves;
for whereas it was pointed out by the
Opposition, and indeed admaitted by the
Government, that the vaunted cash
balance of .316,362 4s. 7d. consisted
chiefly of goods-

THE PREMIER: The Government said
nothing about a cash balance.

MR. tEAREr It was evident that hie
would have to refer to the Premier's own
p apers, wherein would be found the expres-
sion, "estimated revenue." Now arevenue
meant money -not wheelbarrows and
shovels. Then camne the item, "credit
balance, 30th June. 1897, C316,362 4s. 7d."

THE PREIER: It did not say "cash
balance," did it?

Ma. LEA KE: But thle Government
had treated it as cash. It was in the
receipts and expenditure, whereas, as
a matter of fact, it was largely represented
by railway material and other stock ait
Fremantle. So far from being cash, the
greater part of it wats railway property,
which must come into use almost ini-
mediately, and] which inoreover repre-
sented money voted on previous occasions.
If we had to realise upon that stock,
what would it bring to-day ? Would a
contractor take payment in nails, or
timber, or other material?

THE PREMIER: When drawing up a
balance-sheet, it was necessary to include
the assets.

MR. TjEAXE: There could be no
objection to the item being shown as an
asset; but, although it was not. in use,
that fact could not alter its character.
It consisted of goods, and there was no
getting away from it. He had been
leading up to this point.

THE PREMIER: A very stale one.
MRs. LEAKE: It would never get

stale in this Parliament until the Gov-
ernment consented to alter the system,
and his object was to (hive into the
heads of Ministers the necessity for an
alteration.

TUE PREMIER: Whiat alteration did
the hon. member propose?

MR. LEAKE: The Government should
show as cash what was cash, and not
tenpenny nails, which -could not be i-e-
garded as money. The title of the
account read, " Balance-sheet of the cash
transactions of Hter Majest *y's Govern-
mnent." That undoubtedly mieant cash.
On the credit side was found the item,
"By stores on hand to he charged to
departments when issued for consnip-
tion, £700,307 12s. Id." Those were
Government assets showvn in the cash
balance-sheet as actual cash, yet here we
had the admission that they were stores.
How could it he said that this was
available cash for revenue purposes?

THE PRemmIE: The actual cash in
hand at the end of every quarter was
clearly, shown.

MR. ILLINOWORTH : The item of
stores had no business in the cash
lbalance sheet.

TirE PREMIER: The hion. mzember was
undoubtedly a great financier, while the
Ministers were not.

Ma. LEAKE : That was the point.
The Opposition knew that Al inisters
wvere not great financiers, and therefore
wished to teach them something. In
the Government Storekeeper's report,
page 6, that officer said:

The balance of stock on banid on 30th June,
aspin'Ireasutry statement, was.Q700,307 12s. id.
In respect to the increasing balances on hand
each year, I respectfully submit that they
contain stores which should have been used or
Dot imported, and with a view of assisting to
prevent unnecessary importation I would wish
to recommend that Store &loguation No. 3 be
enforced, also that the heads of departments
responsible for the indenting of stocks not
drawn fromn store within a reasonable period
be called upon to state when they arc likely
to use them.
So much for the stores. Not only were
the stores misrepresented -as cash, but
the department actually imported stores
that were not required, according to its
ow-n official report. And, referring once
more to this item of £700,307 12s. Id.
represented by stores and shown as cash
in the cash balance-sheet, it would be
forund, on analysing the amounts, that
instead of having a real credit cash balance
of R315,362 14s. 7d., therre was really a
debit of about £385,000. Such was the
state of the finances, and if the Govern-
mient could not explain its finanices, and
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allowed itself to be financially muddled
to such an extent as that, the comm~ittee
would be perfectly justified in taking
away from the Minister responsible for
the bulk, of this stores account the sum
of £25,000, and giving it to a man who
apparently -understood his business and
knuew how to spend moniey.

THE PREMIER: The hon. member
would have to get a Message, before he
couild give this money to anyone.

Mn. LEAWE: If the vote before the
committee were reduced, the Government
would come down with a Message quickly
enough. At any rate, if they (lid not,
they would b~e refusing to help the best
man they had in their Ministry-the
Commissioner of Crown Lands. The
Opposition, at any rate. appreciated the
efforts of that gentleman, and recognised
his ability, and were prepared to help him
to the extent of £25,000, If the Premier
declined to do it, that could not be helped;
and it would not perhaps bie the first
timie that the right hon. gentleman had
not supported the other Members of his
Mi-nistry- . But that was perhaps by the
way.

THiE PREMIER: Qu1ite SO.
Mufi. LEA KE: The important point

lie wished to emphasise was that there
had been ain over-estimate of the cash ini
hand; that time Government really had niot
got the cash represented in the bal-ance
sheet, and yet they were spending
tip to the full amnounit shown uplon
the Estimates. At any rate, they
were treating their stores as cash ; and, if
the revenue by the end of the year was
less than was expected, in what position
would the Treasury be? The Govern-
ment ought to thank the Opposition for
making this liberal suggestion to reduce
the Estimates of this spending department
by £-25,000, There were 54-5 items on the
Estimates, varying from £100 uip to
£50,000, and surely it wvould not be diffi-
cult to spread that £925,000 over a, vote of
that extent. The department could reduce
a great number of those items, and not
feel the loss. lie wished the committee
to emphasise their disapproval of the
financial methods of the Government, and
to let the. Commissioner of Railways and
Director of Public Works know that he
would no longer be allowed to play ducks
and drakes with the revenue; and they
wanted, moreover, to assist a well-descry-

iug department. He therefore submitted
to the Rlouse his proposition to reduice the
vote by £26,000.

TE PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest): If the hon. member knew any-
thing of the question, hie (the Premier)
would only he too mutch Obliged to
him for his suggestions. Because if
hon. members of this House could sug-
gest a way in which the vote could be
reduced by £25,000, without doing injury
to the colony, all lie could say was that
he would be muchel obliged to them. And
niot 01Vby £.25,000, but by £125,000.
Suppose thie vote were carried, and the
Governmnt reducred the amount by
£25,000, how was it to be distributed

*thiroughouttIme 500 itemns? The Govern-
ment would have to go back and r--

*distributte the amount, because the items
were in the Appropriation Bill for the
informnation of hon. members of the
other House, and the Government would
have to go back and adjourn the
debate to rearrange the Public Works
Estilmate, so as to reduce it by
the X25.000. No dolubt the Government
could succeed in doing that, but he did
not know that, the Government would
succeed in doing it in the best interests
of the colonY. Ron. members did not,
seemn to think that the Government
had gone through the items several
tiues before they were lid before the
comm11ittee. Hie (thme Premier) had dealt
with thein a good mnany times, and cut
down a good mniy items iand the
Director of Public Works had been uarged

Iby him, not once or twice but a dozen
times, to cut down the Estimates, as it
was necessary to do so in order to get a
balance. He (the Prem-ier) wouild not

Ibe so unjust as to suggest that the
Government should strike out all the
items that belonged to the hon. miember's
(Mr. Leak-es) district, or some other
member's district. Suppose the Govern -
ment took them from the district of the
member for the Murra)y-[MBt. GEORGE:;
Then there would be a row] -or from
the district of the member for Cen-
tra1 Murchison, or some other place:
he did not think those bon. memibers
wouild be satisfied. Of course it would
be furthest from his (the Premier's)
desire to do anything of the sort. The
proper course to pursue was to deal with
each item, and if the leader of the 0 ppo-
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sition or any hon. member could suggest
where an item could be struck out or re-
duced, after having heard the explanation
of the Minister of that department, then
the committee could strike it, out. He did
not want to spend sixpence that could be
saved; but members must not go Eke a
bull at a gate, said knock off £225,000 with-
out considering who was to be injured and
what was to be the result. That course
would not suggest itself to anyone who
had the interests of the country at heart.
The items were brought uip in detail, so
that hon. members could criticise and, if
necessary, reduce them. It would be
quite parliamentary if hon. members said,
1Here are so many thousand pounds for

the Public Works Department: we are
not going to give you that amiount:
we will reduce it by £25,000; but
you masy spend the balance in any way
you like "-that would be parliamentary,
because the amount would appear on the.
Appropriation Act as a lump sum, and
the Minister would have to do the best he
could with it. But were the committee
going to hand over half a million to a
Minister-he (the Premier) would not dto
it if he were on the other side of the
House--without saying what it was going
to be spent upon e The hon. member
(Mr. Leake), in dealing with the Public
Works Estimates, took upon himself to
bring up the question of the way in which
the Government kept the public accounts.
He (the Premier) was not an accountant,
and was not responsible personally for
the way in which the public accounts
were kept; but lie knew they were kept
in the same way as the public accounts
were kept in South Australia, and the
South Austrahian system was acknow-
ledged to be the very best in force in aUl
the colonies. The South Australian
system had been reported on and approved
by a Royal Commission, which repre-
sented all the colonies, and that cormhis-
sion reported that the plan adopted in
South Australia was the best.

MR. SIMPSON: What was the opinion
of the Engineer-in-Chief about the
accounts ?

TuE PREMIER: The Engineer-in-
Chief thought very well of then. When
first the Enrginreer-in-Chief came here,
there were some details which he did not
approve of, but he came from a more
advanced colonry. He (the Premier) might

say that lie had a very high respect for
the Engineer-in-Chief as a man who
understood the keeping of accounts, and
he did not think the Enigineer-in-Chief

Ihad any word to say against the way in
which the public accounts of this colony'
were kept now. It was more in reference
to the Loan Estimates that the opini on
of the Engineer-in-Chief differed from
that expressed by the Treasurrer; but now
there wats a general loan fund, and if the
Engineer was asked his opinion, he (thme
Premier) thought he would say that the
book-keeping in the Treasui-y was satis-
factory'.

MR. SfiMPsON: Hfis evidence was very
strong on the point.

TuE PREMIER: The colony had
advanced a little since then. We were a
progressive people. A good deal had
been said about stores being charged as
cash. The system the Government
adlopted in this colony was that when
goods were bought in England they were
paid for in cash, and they camne out to
this colony to the Goverinment Store-
keeper. and were not charged against the
Loan votes and the Consolidated Revenue
votes until the goods were used.

MR. GEORGE: Anid meantime they
rusted.

THE PREMIER: That was a matter
of management. If more goods were
introduced than wer-e wanted, that would
be bad. He was not going to say that
every part of the administration hadl been
perfect all these years. No doubt there
were cases in which goods were indented
to a larger quantity than were required.
He would not say that such a case had
never occurred, but a good deal of care was
now taken to see that goods were not in-
dented unless it wats found they were re-
quired for immediate use after arrival.
These goods camne out to the colony, and as
they were used they were charged against
the vote, and the amount, of stores repre-
sented so much cash. That was the
system the Government had adopted, and
the balanuce-sheet, which was not different
fromt the balance-sheet of any public com-
pany, showed all the assets and liabilities,
and showed the balance to credit or
debit. That was the system adopted by
other institutions, as well as the Govern-
ment. The Government also showed the
amount of cash in hand. Every quarter

Ianyone could see how the Government
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stood. A balance-sheet was issued, and
it included the debtor and creditor ac-
counts, the balance, and the amnount of
cash in hand in London. Take, for
instance, the balance-sheet lie had before
him, that for the quarter ending 30th
September, 1897. It showed assets on
the one side, and liabilities onl the other.

MR. ILLINOWORTII: The Premier
might quote the balance-sheet for the
quarter ending the 30th. June.

THE -PREMIER said hie had not that
before him, but the one which lie had in
hand shlowed that the amount of cash in
the colony and in London was £574,609
Is. id.

MR ILLINOWO~RH: All of whiclh was
ear-marked.

TuuE PREMIER : Never mind; it was
at the dispsal of the Treasurer of the
colony, He did not say we had no obli-
gations, but at the date of the balance-
sheet the money could have been used as
the Government liked.

MIR. Sinpsotq: Did the Premier admit
that the sovereigns were in storesP

THE: PREMIER said be admitted the
balance was in stores, and a. good deal
more, too.

MR. Siin PsoN: There were no sovereigns,
lbut iron ratils P

THE PREMIER: There were a good
many sovereigns. The stores would be
valued at what the Gover-nment had to
pay for them.

Ma. ILLINGORoTH: NO.
THE, PREIER: Then some other

system would have to he ado pied by the
hon. member when he sat on the Treasury
benchi-if ever he did; huit hie (the
Premier) did not suppose the lion. member
ever would sit there. No doubt the hion.
member would be able to bring all his
experience and knowledge, which lie had
gained in another colon 'y, to bear on the
finances of this country. Under. the old

ssethe stores when brought out were
banded to the department, whether the
department required them or not, and
were charged against the vote. The goods
were shown on the account as stores, but
the Government had to pay for them;
whereas now they were charged against
the vote as the goods were issued.- The
old plan did not work well. At present
the Government had an officer who was
responsible to the Treasury for all the
stores received. If the Storekeeper issued a

pounjd. of tow or was te, lieliad to account for
it. The Storekeeper was responsible to the
Treasury, and so was part of the Trea-
surer's establishment, and his stores wvere
cash to the TreasUry. The Storekeeper
knew lie could not get away with a
penny without an acquittance. The plan
adopted was the same as that adopted in
every other colony, and lie did not know
hlow it could be improved upon.

A MEMBER: The Storekeeper lied said
that nearly £2100,000 worth of stores had
disappeared.

Tim PREMIER said. that, for his
part, hie did not know where they had
gone to. The Storekeeper never told bim
about this. A good deal of these stores
that were shown on the toots had not
been paid for, anud the accounlts had not
been scheduled. This was now being
rectified, and a great improvemnent was
taking place. Hie had insisted that so
soon as the stores were issued they should
be scheduled against the vote and credited
to the Storekeeper. This was an old,
threadbare subject, which the lion.
member always would bring up. Plenty
of companies published a credit
balance of £20,000 that had not
a. sixpence to their credit, but an over-
draft at the bank, yet they had assets in
the shape of land and goods. An insur-
ance company, such as the Australian
Mu tual Provident or the Ooloaial Mutual,
had a great deal of its assets in deeds,
which principally represented land, some
of which was in Perth. Thiis wvas allowed
under the Act. He was afraid the lion.
member only took a superficial view of
the question, and should study it a little
better. A mere baby could understand
the public accounts of the colony. lie
dlid not believe that public accounts
were kept so clearly in any of the Aus-
tralian colonies, with the exception, per-
haps, of South Australia. He had seen
them all, and it would he difficult to ascer-
tain how things stood by examining the
public accounts. Bly looking atour public
accounts, one could tell at once what
stores there ware. They showved the whole
thing in a single sheet. He could not
think the member for Albany was inearnest
in his suggestion. If there was any item
on the Estimates that was not required, he
was quite willing that it should be struck
out. If it cou~ld he reduced, he was quite
willing to assist in reducing it. The
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demands from every part of the country
for increased expenditure iveie large, but
till the finances expanded hie did not pro-
pose to increase the expenditure. If any
redaction wvas to bie made, he hoped it
would be done in a proper business-like
way, and not haphazardly.

MR, WILSON said lie had had some
little experience of public companies, and
lie could tell the Premier that all balance-
sheets of corporations showed the total
assets and liabilities of the company.
They not only showed the cash in hand,
but all the assets belonging to the company
ais wvell. That wats quite a different thing
from the cash balance-sheet put before
the House. This professed to deal with
cash transactions only, and he maintained
that it wastaltogether wrong to put down
£700,000 worth of stores in a cash balance-
sheet.

THE PREMIER: Whiat would the honl.
imemnler do with it?

MR. WILSON said he would leave it
out altogether.

THE PREMIER: Cash had been paid for
these stores.

MR. WILSON: Certainly. The Gov-
ernment had paid cash for their railways
and for their public buildings, and we
must take all th~ese things into account as
part of their assets. Then they would
have a correct balance-sheet. This was a
cash balance sheet, and if they had spent
X700,000 for railwatys or in stores they
had no right to show it on that
sheet. The Government Storekeeper, in
his report, pointed out the danger of
the present system. He said, in that
report:

In respect to the increasing balances on
hand each year, I respectfully subutit that
they contain stores which should have been
used or not imported. I
This mneant that the Storekeeper was
afraid he would get at large amount of
stores under his control which would
never be used; in fact, which would be-
come obsolete, and would have to be
practically given away. The Storekeeper
went Onl to say-

And, with a view of assisting to prevent
unnecessary imlportation, f would wish to to-
commend that Store Regulation No. .3 be en.
forced, also that the heads of departments
responsible for the indenting of stocks not
drawn fromn store within at reasonable period
be called upon to state when they are liked y to

ise theml.

Thie Storekeeper found that the amount
of stores was increasing ever y year, and
hie wanted the people responsile for the
obtaining of them to take them over, so
that they might not appear on his books.
The Auditor General was also very
anxious Onl this point., as in his report lie
said that, although lie was hilly alive to
the prosperity of the countey, it had often
occurred to him whether too much cash
was not being converted into kind
"needlessly, not to say) extnivagantly."
These remarks were conclusive to his
(Mr. Wilson's) mind that we were emi-
barking on a very dangerous system. If
we bought large quantities of stores and
then showed them in our cash balance-
sheet as a cash asset, we were ertainly
adopting a vry dangerous principle and
one that ought not to be countenanced.
These stores became obsolete and of very
little value, as wvas shown by the account
of some of the sales in the Storekeeper's
report. Iflweiwent olnwith this system of
entering lip stores as cash, we should soon
have to face a very serious loss. The
best plan would be not to show this itemi
of stores in the cash batlance-sheet at all,
but to enter it as a debit. If the itemi of
.£700,000 were struck out, there would be
a deficit of something like £300,000 in-
stead of a credit balance, and a footnote
could be inserted to the effect that there
were stores to the value of £700,000.
That would be the correct way of keeping
the accounts.

MR. DoHERTY: By footnotes.
MR. WILSON: If lie were to mnake up

a cash statement for a public company,
and were to include in it a large quantity
of stores, he would soon be put right.

THE PREMIER: Insurance companies
entered up lands in their balance sheets.

MRs. WILSON: If insurance coin-
panics entered up lands in their cash
statements, they were wrong. In at cash
statement, cash was dealt with and not
kind. That wais plini.

THE PREMIER: The plan adopted here
was the same as that adopted in South
Australia

AIR. WiILSON: It was possible for
them to be wrong in South Australia.

Mis. IIJLINGWORTH said it wats iii)-
portant,' when the Treasurer stated that
lie had a credit balance of £3650,000, the

Icountry should know whether lie really
h)ad that amount, oif iI1<iney to spnd)I( or
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not. The Auditor General, on page 240
of his report, said:-

It is, and has been tar sonie years past, an
open secret that until proper and adequate
storage accommodation be provided for the
Stores Department at Fremnantle it will, and
must be, an impossibility to classify and
arrange the stock on hand in such a mianner
as; to enable my department to discharge its
duty satisfactorily. However, this important
matter has boon brought tinder notice so often
that 1 am well nigh weary of the subjet. I
am informed that new stores are now being
erected, and so soon as they are completed a
thorough stock-taking Of sill lines should be
immediately undertaken in the interest of all
parties concerned.

Clearly, fromn this language, no stock-
taking had taken place.

TUE PREMIER said he did nut think
the stock was taken absolutely in detail.

Mn. ILtINO WORTH: the way vin
which this £700,000 had been arived at
was by taking the actual money paid for
the goods, and not by taking the present
value of the stock or allowing for dead, de-
teriorated, or obsolete stock. The Auditor
General further said :-" I can only hope
"that the shortage inay not be found to
be serious." This was a distinct hint

from the Auditor General that goods
were leaving the department without the
knowledge or consent of the persons in
charge; in fact, that the goods were being
stolen.

THE PREMIER: The Auditor General's
report did not convey th at.

MR. ILiLINGWORTH: Suppose goods
for which credit bad been taken to the
amount of £100,000 as Cash, bad gone
away, could cash to that amnount be
said to be available for this year? Or,
supposing that out of £700,000 worth of
goods there had been a deterioration to
the extent of 100,000 worth, or goods to
that extent had become obsolete, would
it be fair to take that amounit of stock-
into the cash account and treat it as an
asset to be dealt with during the coming
yearP It would be impossible to take
credit for those stocks unless the stocks
were there, which was doubtful, and un-
less these stocks were available, which
was even still more doubtful. This
,9700,000 worth of stock was in no way a
cash asset, as had been argued from the
Treasury bench. Again to show how
carelessly the department was being
worked, lie called attenition to the smnall
matter of £50,000 referred to on page

241 of the Auditor General's report, which
said:-

Cash has been converted into kind without
being debited to a vote of the Legislature.
So that, even in a small amount of
£50,000, it was only possible to have a
partial stock-taking.

THrE PREMIER: Who had informed the
Auditor General ?

AIR. ILLaINGWOETH: The Auditor
General said lie was so informed.

THE PREMIER: Br whom ?
MR. 1LLINGWO5RTH said lie could

only give the juformiation in the report,
which was supposed to be the most
auithentic documnent placed befor-e Partia-
Went. If it Was not reliable, then the

i sooner there was another Auditor General
the better.

THn PREMIER: The Auditor General's
Ireport was all right.

AIn. ILLIN0-WOR.TH: Then why dis-
pute it?

THE PREMIER said he was wondering
who could have informed the Auditor
General. This stock, was actually paid
for.

MR. ILLsINGWORTH:; That, was no
great misfortune. If it had not beenu
paid for, the Treasurer might account for
the cash due upon it. Whiere did the
Treasurer get this £384,945 ?s. 6d. debit?
Where wvas the money that represented
the difference between the £0700,000 and
£815,000 balance?

THE PREMIrER: The hon. member would
admit that, if the Government had not
bought the stuff, they would have the
cash.

MR. ThLIXGWORTH: Very well;
that was all right.

THE PREMIER: The officers of the de-
partmnent got bold of it.

AIR. ILLjINGWORTH: Was there
£C700,000 worth of stock in hand ?

THE PREMIER: Yes, and paid for.
Mli. ILLjINGWORTH: Where was

the deficiency between the £700,000 and
the £:315,000 balance?

THE PREMIER said hie did not followIthe bon. member.
AIR. ILLING WORTH said he did not

think the Premier did follow him.
In order to bring the balance straight,
the £700,000 had been put in, and
when that was done, instead of coming
ouit with a credit of £700,000, a credit of
£315,000 was shown; consequently there
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was £284,945 that required to he ex-
plained. Probatbly the Treasurer was not
aIble to answer that qusestion, and per-
haps it was not important that it sholdd
be answered just ]now.

THE PREMIER: The same system of
accounts had been in existence for 20years.

MR. IDLING WORTH : When the in-
come of the colony was only £416,000,
and the stooc represented olnly £240,000
or £50,000, it would not be so serious a
matter; but this wats the systeml that
nearly wrecked Victoria through her rail-
ways, only the condition of affairs was a
little worse there than here. A huge
purchasing department was being raised,
and it was remarked, thouLgh hie hoped
without truth, that there were comis-
sions at bo0th ends of the stick. If this
stores account was going to be a growingr
account, there must be an accurate taking
of stock at actual value.

Ma. GEORGE: The object of the
lion. member for Albany, in moving for
a reduction of this vote, was no doubt to
emphasise the great necessity not only
for looking after the sovereigns of the
country, but also for tooling after the
goods which were puirchased with the
sovereigns, and for which the people were
liable. The lion, member for Central
Murchison (Mr. Illingworthi) had touched
on the Weak Spot in the Financial State-
mnent. With the system of book-keeping
whichi had obtained in this colony for
the last twenty years, the stores accoun1t,
was presented in perhaps the only pos-
sible way. At the same time, private
business could not be conducted on the
same lines. Stores to the value of
£700,000 were said to be at Frenmantle
or somewhere about the colony. Suppose
a fire occurred, were the stores or build-
ings insured ?

Tais DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS:
Yes.

MR, GEORGE: What albout the
valuable and costly goods stored in the
open atFremiantle? The report of the
Storekeeper b imself stated that there was
not sufficient storage acconunodation even
for the new stores. In goingl through1
this store account it was' obvious that
large quantities of goods had been ordered
many years ago which had never been
used.

THFE PREMIER: Would the hon.
memiber name them -e

AIR, GEORGE: Ires. One of the
items referred to was a inumbiIer of whip
cranes, which had been lyi-ng there for
some years. In July, 1893, there were
20 whip cranes received into store, and in
September, 1893, thrie more were received,
to the total value of over £1,000. These
cranes were not perhaps as convenient for
dealing with goods in large quantities as
the overhead travellers that the Engineer-
in -Chief had designed ; at the same timje,
there were numbers of small stations
throughout the colony at which goods
sheds had been erected, where these
appliances wonid have answered all
requiremnents for the nest 20 years, or
at any rate where they would have been
better employed than in rusting at Fre-
mantle. If the department were a com-
mercial. concern, the principals would
want to know why so mnuch stock had
never been used. T ake the question of
pig iron. The Government had been
purchasing ever 'y cargo of pig iron they
could get hold of; and yet they kept in
stock something like 500 tons of that
material. The Government were always
certain buyers for that article, though
they could not usc what they bought;
and they had bought 444 tons of pig
iron in six months.

Tas DinSCromi Or FUBLIC WORKS:
We received 840 tons and used 440.
That could hardly be called over-stocking.

Mu. GEORGE: From the figulres sup-
plied by the Storekeeper, thme consumuption
of pig-iron was 100 tons per year;
and so the departmient had four years'
consumption in stock, according to their
own figures. lie objected to the Gov-
ernment interfering with private trade

bystocking nearly four years' stuff
whAichi they did not require. The same
might be said of duiplicate parts of
engines. The class G enagines. were pro-
bably the most useful the Government
had imported ; and yet, although they
had ordered duplicate parts for every
engine of this class imported, those part~s
were not issued; and, when an engine
camne in for repairs and some of the parts
were required, it was found far easier to
mnake a part than to get it out of store.
The mnember for Centia l Murchison (Mr.
]Ilingworth) had spoken about taking
stock every year; and that was a reason-
able and proper thing. It was useless to

Itake stock byv dissecting the balances of

[ASSEMBLY] P71blic Works.
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the store issues. The stock was not
prolperly checked. True, the Audit
officers occasionall1y checked odd lines;
but a business loan took stock for the
purpose of seeing what lie could quickly
turn into sovereigns, and was not satisfied
until lie had overhauled all the goods in
his warehouse. If an allowance were
made for deterioration and debited
against the department which had
ordered the stock, much greater care
would he taken to avoid overstocking.
He d id not feel nuch alarmed with
regard to stores being stolen. The
Auditor General expressed a, hope that
few shortages would be found; but it
would be unjust to all concerned. to
assinne fromt this statement that stores
had 'been stolen, thiough it-was pnssible that
some of the staff ly-ing, out in the open
air mighit disappear. He trusted that
the Commissioner would look to this
question of the stores. The question of
stock and stores was quiite as imiportant
as the balance shown h)' the bank pass-
book. It was this overstocking which
caused Victoria to come down with such
a smash. At the Newport workshops in
Victoria, they stocked timber to season it
to such an ex tent that there was close on
X350,)OO worth of timbher stored there,
and, when attention Was drnawn to it, a
great deal of it was found to be entirely
spoilt by thle weather. With that
example lbefore us, it was not too much
for a mnember to rise in his place and
ask the Government, who were the cus-
todians of ctem possessions of the people,
to exercise due care in this department.

Mn. A. FORREST said hie did not in-
teiid to criticise. the way in which the
public accounts were kept, because hon.
members had been informied that the
accounts were kept onl the same lines as
the South Australian accounts. He had
taken some interest in the cash balance,
and it was an important inatter whether
Government stores should be recognised
as cash or not. Hle took it that Govern-
mnent stores were different from other
peolple's stores. No doubt a year's supply
was imported, and in tile £-700JOO worthi
Of Stores which Was found on the balance-
sheet lion. members were informed that
X250,000 worth had not vet arrived in
the colony, but the stores had been paid
for, and therefore the Government were
entitled to set those stores down at their

cash value, because they had to arrive
here, and if they did not arrive the in-
surnce on themn would be paid. Hie
might inform lion. members that all the
Government stores were insured to their
nonal value at a6 very low rate of
interest. He considered thme Government
were not wrong. i~n taking £1I00,O00U
worth of rails at. Fremantle at cash value.
If the rails were not at Fremantle, the
cash would be in the Treasur~y.

Ami. SiMtPsorN: Did rails fluctuate in
value ?

Mx. A. FORREST: 'That should not
be taken into consideration. His opinion
-was that stock. should he taken yearly, as
near as practicable, at the Government
stures. There no doubt had been a great
deal of loss in stock. It was a loose
system that was adopted if stock was not
taken every year, and lie understood that
stock had not been taken for years.
Stock might have beenm stolen, or depre-
ciated in value, and Ile thought the House
should insist on tile Government having
thle stock taken, to see wh-at amount of
material the Government had stored.
Great dissatisfaction existed amongst the
contracetors to the Government. Many
people who took contracts had not large
mnens, but there was great delay when
the work was completed in being
able to obtain the mioney fromt the depart-
ment. This delay did not occur in
other departments, but only in the 'Works
Department, and he thought it should

I be remedied.
au. SIMPSON: This stores questioni

was becoming anl appalling one in this
co'utry. Sonme years ago itwas decided
to remove the stores f rom the
Works "Department and place themi
under the Treasurer. Some startling
revelations had been made, and it had
been decided that the Treasurer should
take charge of the department. Hon.
members now found that the stores
department had grown to such an extent
that there wvere three-quarters of a mill io n

*pounds worth of stores, and the Auditor
General reported as follows: "lain fully
alive to the fact that Western A ustralia

*is, as she has proved herself to be, a pro-
gIressive and prosperous colony, but at
the samie tiine it has often (iccurred to inc
whether too Much cash is not being con-
verted into kind needlessly, not to say
extravagantly ; however I shall refrain
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from making anty further comments in
regard to this very serious matter, on the
ground that I miay be considered out of
order in criticising the action of those
responsible for the existing state of
affairs." Previous to this the Auditor
General made a more serious statement:
"It will be seen, on reference to the
lbalance sheet to the 80th June, 1897, that
iio less at stun than £627,200 7s. 1d. is
taken credit for as the value of railway
stores on hand on the date in question,
and I am led to believe that the liabilities
outstanding on railway stores account on
the 19th October last reached the sum of
£626,710 13s. 6d." That was a million
and a quarter of money in connection
with the stores department, which wvas
particularly taken charge of by the Colo-
nial Treasurer to safeguard the public
interests. There were railway stores to
the amount of £626,000.

THE PREMIER : Indented for, the
Auditor General meant.

MR. SIMPSON: The country wvas
under an obligation to pay for those
stores. Were not those figures appalling,
when lion. members considered that there
was only a population of only 160,000
people in this colony ? He judged from
the remarks which fell from the Premier
that night that the right lion. gentleman
had a deficit staring him in the face.
Some little timie ago, in that district which
was honoured by the Premier's representa-
tion, it was proposed to extend the jetty.

THE PREMIER: It was burntidown last
night.

MR. SIMPSON said lie was sorry to
hear it, but supposed it Would be recon-
striicted at all hazards. It was deter-
mnined in this district some time ago that
some repairs or additions should be made
to the jetty* at 13unbtiry, and in connection
with these repairs it was found that a
diving dress was required. The diving
dress was used for one fortnight, and the
stores department debited that diving
dress to the Eunbury jetty, although it
was only used on the work for a fortnight,
and was available for use on many other
works.

THE PREMIER: Another injustice to
Buribury.

MR. SIMPSON said he gave that
as an instance of the administration
of the Stores department. He did
not know what the financiers in Lon-

don, who lent the colony money, would
say if they knew that the cash balance
was represented by stores in stock. No-
thing, depreciated faster than machinery.
If the English capitalists, to whom' we.
appeatled for loans, realised the state of
things that actually prevailed, they would
say that £2,000,000 was quite enough to
borrow in a year, and that we had better
get our Stores departmient in order.

THE PREMIER: Do not run down the
country.

ME. SIMPSON :There was no getting
away from the fact that the admnin-
istration of the Stores department was as
rotten as a medlar. There were features
in connection with the Public Works Dle-
partment that would well stand recon-
sideration. Under a former rdiey n he
had asked in that House for the cost of
drafting plans and inspection in connec-
tion with the Architectural department.
That department had been reformed, and
he congratulated the Minister on the
gentleman now placed in Charge of it,
ats he was one of the most accomplished
members of his profession in Australia.
The Director of Public Works had in-
formed the House that the percentage of
the cost of the administration of the
Architectural department to the total
cost was uder 6 per cent., but hie (Mr.
Simpson) had miade up the figures for
hinself, and found it was nearly 10 per
cent.

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS:
The lion. member was taking the whole
Public Works Department.

MR. SIMPSON said lie was taking
what we had to build. The Director of
Public Works proposed spending about
a million sterling- £474,000 for public
works, and £553,000 for public build-
ings.

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS:
£9515,000.

MR. SIMPSON: The Salaries caime to
nearly £98,000.

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS:
The lion. member was talking of the
Architectural department, for which the
salaries were only £27,000.

MR. SIMPSON said he was taking the
figures put before the House, and lie
repeated that the cost of designing and
supervision amounted to very nearly 10
per cent. of the total cost, whereas any
business man would Undertake to do it at



Aanua Esstimates : L16 DxcgmnnR, 1897.' Public l~r. 1143

5 per cent. A good1 deal of the expense
was incurred for public buildings in the
back blocks, the erection of which simnply
meant disaster.

THE PREMILER: Afore were wanted.
MR. SIMPSON : A distinguished light

of the Church hlad said that every trip
of the Premier to the goldfields cost
the country 20,000 sovereigns. The im-
1,overislied condition of the country was
due to the fact that the Premiier travelled
round the counitry at election timies
offering Inits to the electors- The right
lion. gentlemian had been lavish of his
promises, ad now found that hie hlad
promised works in advance of his funds,
and that hie was hard up. Our Public
W'orks Department here, ais iii the otter
colonis-he was not alluding to the
Director-had become the appalling dan-
geor of resonile government; and if
ever a Prmir stood tip in Western
Australia who unconsciously en1couraged
the process of log-rolling, it was the right
lion. gentleman. While thiePremiier was in
London at greater knowledge of the wants
of the country and more ability to say
" no" was displayed by thc Acting Premier
than had ever been shown b~y the Premier.
His own electorate (G-eraldton) hlad been
justly treated, but that was because
of the fair way in which the claims of the
district had. been put forward. The
suggestion of the miember for Albany
should be taken in good part by the
Government. There was no sinister
object in making it. It was thought
that it would be a good thing to divert
£25,000 from the Public Works Depart-
ment soasto make itavailable for the Lands
Department. Itwould bevery ati ch more
to the advantage of the country that the
administration should deal withi the items
than that the Rouse should do it. A
similar course had been followed in other
countries where a policy of retrenchment
had become necessary- In consequence
of our having taken over the Great
Southern Railway, it was absolutely
necessary to find funds for the opening
up of that countr y, arid an endeavour
should be made if possib~le to deal with
the invasion of rabbits inl the south)-
eastern part of the colony. It would be
a graceful act on the part of the Tream-
surer to carry Out the Suggestion, it
was 'only a suggestion, of the member
for Albany, and divert the sumi named

from at departmient where it could
be spared to one where it might 1)e much
more advantageously spen~t, and without
any reflection on the Treasurer's financial
policy.

THE Pasnrsa: ' 'lhmo JDaitos el dona
ferentes."

Mn. MITCHELL said that, during the
short time lie ]lad been in Parliamuent, he
had admired the good temiper and firmness
generallY displayed by the lion. mnembers
on the Opposition side; bjut in their
criticism of the Works Departmient they
had been somewhat uinreasonable and in
many instances, unfair. They put the
Director of Public Works between the
"devil and the deep sea." One party was

claiouring for this or that work, and
another party urging that the Government
should not do anything. The expenditure
hlad no doubt been very great, bu t, wvith
one or two exceptions, full value bad been
got for the money. Hle would use his
urtmost endeavours to uphold the policy
of the Works Department.

Amendment (Mr. Leake's) put, and
negatived on the voices.

Itent-Lanid Resumption Officer:
AIR. iJEAKE : This officer's salary was

increased fromt £307 4s. 7d. to £875.
What wats the explanation of the increase?

TaE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: This officer had. done very
difficult and responsible work. Out of
140 claims lie settled 112 at at cost not
exceeding ten per cent, advance on the
amounts offered by the Government,
whereas the advance was fifty per cent.
when the cases went to arbitration. He
was only a tenporarY officer, who could
be dispensed with when necessary.

AIR. VOSPER said he would take ad-
vantage of this itemn to inquire why a.
number of men were being dismissed in
the Works Department on the score of
retrenchment. wvhile other officers were
givenl increases of pay?

THn DIRECTOR OP PUBLIC
WORKS: Last year more men had to
be taken onl principally in the architect's,
water supply, sewerage, and roads and
bridges branches, than could now be kept,
.and in these branches it "'as now found
necessary to retrench by discharging those
men.

MR. GEORGE: This land resumption
officer had to do with the cases in Roe
street, and he wats not at all a first-class
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mall for the position. If hie had acted
with ordlinary tact in those cases, he
wou.ld have saved the country many
thousands of pounds. In the case of a
Airs. 0' Learyv on whose behialf some
£1 ,600 or £1t,800 was claimed, the Gov-
emninent offered probably £600, and this
officer kept offering her £5, £10, and
£16, and trying to frightenl the
woman by telling her she would be
liable for all costs. That was not the
way to do business. If aL reasonable
offer had been made on behalf of the
Government, the colony would have been
saved the expense of arbitration. There
was another case, that of a Mrs. Barr,
who would have been inclined to accept
anly fair offer ;but "bluffi ng'" was tried,
and this Airs Barr resented. These were
instances of incapacity onl the part of this
officer, which if evinced in ordlinary comn-
inercial life would have led to his dis-
inissal.

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: The Government considered
that this officer had saved the country
tens of thousands of pounds; indeed
£2375 was not a sufficient salary for
the services hie performed. No more
energetic or capable manl could be
found for dlie position. He had had
a long banking experience, and possessed
a general knowledge of values.
In the cases that went to arbitration, the
cost to thle country was fifty per cent, in
advance of the amount offered by the
Government. In the case of Mrs. Barr,
the offer of the Government was £22,039,
and the claim made by that lady was
£4,000. The arbitrators awarded her
X3,782, though that was not such a large
sumi in comparison with the award to
Airs. O'Leary. The Government offered
her £6??, she asked for £1,800, and she
was awarded £1,100. The principle on
which those values were arrived at was
not apparent. In a case where the
Government offered £6,000, and the claim
was for somne £20,000, the amount
awarded was £16,000. The people
who gave that award were not dealing
fairly with the Government or wvith
the country. In another case, that
of Mr. Hall, the claim was for anl enormous
amiount, awl he got £11,000; whereas
the best valuation of his property was only
£4,000. This award was simply prepos-
lerous.

MR. GEORGE: There was no doubt
the Governmentiwere 11got at" in reference
to some of the itemso mentioned by the
Commissioner; but in regard to the cases
hie (Mr. George) had been referring to,
he was speaking- from personal knowledge.
The difference between Mrs. Barr's and
Airs. O'Leary's houses was that the latter
was an old and dilapitated cottage, while
the former cost over £1,000 to build, the
valuation of the land being nearly the same
in each case. The mistake wade in Mrs.
O'Leary's case was in offering her a
ridiculous price like £600, and then rais-
ing it by £10, and so onl. Had thme Go-
vernment made a fair advance, she would
have taken the money, whereas they had
to pay £1l,100 instead of £670. An
officer who did business in that way
showed a wanit of tact.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
R. W. Pennefathier): In the preparation
of a Bill which appeared among the
Orders of the Day, he had many oppor-
tunities of coining in contact with this
officer, whom hie had consulted with refer-
ence to various amendments, and had
found him to be a most capable mian,
who thoroughly understood the work in
which hie was engaged; and the Director
of Public Works would have been utterly
wanting in common fairness if he had
not stood up for this officer, when his
ability and integrity were called in ques-
tion.

Mn. GEORGE said lie had not attacked
the officer's integrity. He had attacked
his ability, and would do it again.

Item passed.
Itemi-Advertising:
MR. GEORGE: There was a sumi of

£23,000 put down for ad1vertising, which
cost last year £4,948 5s. 9d., and it was
reasonable to suppose that the cost would
be as mnuch this year. The number of
advertisements for tenders might lie very
much curtailed. It was useless to call
for so many tenders at places remote from
the scene of operations.

Item passed.
Itemi-Assistant Engineer-in-Chief:
Mn. HIGHAM: This officer, during

the absence of the Engineer-in-Chief, had
been receiving £1,000 a year, wvhich might
well be continued in view of the respon-
sible nature of his duties. He was set
down for £800 this year ; but it WVis Well-
1known that the timre of tlie Engineer-in-
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Chief would be mainly devoted to the
Coolgiirdie Water Scheme; and this
officer wouild have to perform the other
duties of the position.

MR. GEORGE: The return of the
Engineer-in-Chief dlid not appear to have
lessened the responsibilities of this officer,
and there was no reason why his salary
should be reduced,

THE PREMIER:- This officer had
received an increased salary only becaus
hie was temporarily acting for his chief
officer.

31R. GEORGE: But lie still had the
samie responsibilities. The Engineer-in-
Chief's buLsiness was merely that of
consulting engineer.

MR. MITCHELL said he hoped the
Gox'ernnsent would continue to this officer
the rate of £1,000. It was very injurious
to a inun to cut down his salary.

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS:- W-hen the head of at depart-
mient was away, any subordinate officer
whvo acted for himi received an increased
salary: lbut, when the chief officer re-
turned, the salary of his boeum. teamns
muist revert to the original figure. Had
Mr. McDonald been put back to the
position he had previously occupied,
lie would be receiving only £600; whereas
he was to receive at the rate of £2800, thus
oIbtaining promotion. Moreover, hie would
continule to he paid at the rate of £1,000
per annumz till the end of the lpresent
year, part of that salary having, been
pr-ovided for out of the Loan Estimates.
The officer was a capable man; but he
ought to be well satisfied with the pro-
mnotion he had received, and also wvith his
salary.

36. RUBBLE: This officer had carried
out his duties with great, satisfaction
daring the absence of the chief officer,
and this was felt particularly in Fre-
manmtle. It was regrettable that thle
salary could not remtain at £1,000 a year;
and it -would be only fair if the Minister
could see his wav to increase the anioutt
within the next few months.

AIR. HIGHAM: The attention of the
Engineer-i-Chief would be directed to
the Coolgpardie Water Schemne, and the
responsibility of the Fremantle Harbouir
Works would devolve on the Assistant
Engineer-in-Chief, and to a great extent
this officer would be the consulting en-
gineer. He hopedc the 'Minister wouild see

his way clear to increase this officer's
sa~lari-.

TiE DIRECTOR OF PUBLITC
WORKS: The Government dlid not
undervalue the services of this officer; lie
has done excellent work in connection with
the Fremnantle hiarbour and the extension
of the quay ; but the officer was getting
fully paid. The way he had risen in the
service should ')e sufficient ciicourageinent
to the officer. When lion. memibers comn-
pared the services rendered by the Under-
Secretary for Works with those rendered
by the officer in question, they wouild see
the assistant engineer was well paid. 'Re
(the Director of Public Works) had iio
intention of giving a promise to increase
the officer's salary.

Item passed.
Iteni-Jarrabidale bridge. Black wood:
THEF. DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC

WORKS moved, as an amuendmaent, that
the words "Jarrahdale " and" Blackwood"
be struck out, anti the words " KalganD
River " be inserted in lieni thereof.

Ma. LOCKE understood that the word
"Jalbarrow " was to be inserted in lieit

of " Jarrahidalc," He had been informned
that this was so intended in the depart-
ment.

TnsF DIRECTOR OF VTJ3LIC
WORKS: That was a mnistake.

Amendment put and passed.
Item-CenLldlton-Northa-,nipton rcad re-

construction:
Ma. MITCHELL asked on which part

of this road the money -was to be ex-
pended.

THs, DIRECTOR OF "PU BLIC
WORKS:; That would depend on the
apportionment, which rested with the
Minister. He would inquire from what
source the application came, and that
would then grive the hon. mnember some
idea how the mioney wroulci be apportioned.

Mn. MITCHELL: The roaLd ran
alongside the railway line, and the money
would be better spent on the Northamp-
ton road to the Geraldine mines.

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS moved, ais an amnendmntt, that
the word "Geraldine " be inserted after
the word "Northampton."

Anmenidment put and passed.
Item -- Meiizies-Lawlers road. Mlount

Ida section:
MR. GREGORY asked whether it wats

proposed to) construct t: rada only as
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far as Mount Ida. The whole of the
road, which was 140 mi-iles long, from
Lawlers to Menzies was urgently required.

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: Mount Ida. was only the first
section. It was proposed to puslh onl with
the rest of the work as Soon as possible.
Hie mtoved, ais an amiendmlent, that the
words, " Mount Ida section " he struck
out.

Amendment passed, and item agreed to.
Itemi-Construction works, Mfurchison

and Peak Hill go ldfields:
MuR. KENNY said that the history of

the water supply to the Peak Hill fields
had been amiost unfortunate one. About
four years ago some miners settled at a,
sp)ot about 25 miles from Peak Hill.
Great difficulty had been experienced in
procuring Water. When the warm weather
sot in the surface water dried up, and the
miners were compelled to carry their
water 18 miles. A, few mnouths ago they
camie upon a rich lode, and 40 leases,
compri sing 500 acres. had been taken up,
for which the G-overnmnent were receiving
between £400 and £500. There were
500 mnen at work there now. They ap-

111ed to the Water Department; to sink a
well. The department sent up somne men,
who sank three wells 80 feet, and, find-
ing no water, went away. The miners
afterwards obtained some water from one
of these deserted wells. Unless some-
thing was dlone to give the mniners a fair
supply of drinking water, they would -be
Compelled to abandon their claims in
another mnonth. Somebody was respon-
sible for the mnaladmninistration of the
Water Depatrtmient on the Murchison.
Six months ago some wells, costing over
£100. were spoiled by timibering the wells
below water level with green inulga wood,
which absolutely poisoned the water,
while there w~as any quantity of stone
round about. The Water Department
had sunk two wells in that dlistrict-one
125 feet and the other 180 feet-and got
nothing, while a, quarter-of-a-mile away
a. Squatter had a splendid well at 8
feet.

TnuE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS:- If any departmental errors
were put before hii, hie would endeavour
to gpet them rectified. They were being
rectified now, and the department was
doinug all it could to mneet the wants of the
puiblic.

MR. MORGANS asked how the
£ 16,000 on the Estimates, for the itemi in
question, ii'as going to be spent?

Tusr DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS said it was intended to spend it
onl the construction of works for the de-
vclopmnent of the Peal; Hill goldield.
A large pairt of it had been already ex-
1)endled in connection with works that
were veryurgently required. He proposed
sp)ending the balance in the wavy requaired.
to meet the demands of the people by
supplying water, as also for up-keep both
at Peak Hill and on the Murchison.

Item passed.
MIR. MORGANS asked whether it was

intended to increase the accommodation
in connection with the Legislative As-
sembly Chamber, at anl early date. The
Minister had, he understood, already
made a statement on the subject; lbut
hie (Mr. Morgans) desired to point CuLt
the lack of onlveniences in the reporting
gallery. Considerable inconvenience wats
experienced by N the mnembers of the press,
owing to the lack of acconunodation, amid
to the faet that when requiring refresh-
ients of any kind, they had to go out-
side to some public place. In Houses of
Parliament elsewhere accommnodation was
provided for members of the press,anld
he hoped the Minister would keep this
matter in view.

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: ThieGovernmient ha d pr-omised
that, during the recess, they would take
into consideration the question of pro-
vidling additional aeeommnodatio n, and
the requirements of the reporters would
be kept in view.

Itii-Perth Hospital, sanitary drain-
age:

MuR. GEORGE: The sumn of £2,300
was put tinder this head. Where was it
proposed to carry thme drainage?

TasE DIRECTOR OF PUnLIC WORKS:
Into the miain dirainm.

AIR. GEORGE: And thence into the
river ?

Tas DnTUPOyRx Or PUBLIC0 WORKS:
This work was p~art of the drainage sys-
tem of the city.

AIR. GEORGE: Would there not bie
oniside~rable danger of infection from

fever pattients?
THEF DIascTR OF PUBLIC WORKS:

The. exereta, of patients would not he
carried mt1k the drain.

[ASSEMBLY.] Public Works.
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MxR GEORGE said he had been chair-
mnan of the Sanitary Conuntittee of the
City Council for a few weeks, and it was
then stated by the Superintendent of the
Sanitary Department that at the hospital
no disinction was made between the
excreta and the refuse of fever patients
and those of other patients. In private
houses the panls used by fever patieints
were kept quite separate. He would like
an assurance from the Minister that the
refuse from fever patients would he dealt
with in such at way as to cause no danger
(if infection.

THE DIRECTOR OF PUB3LIC
WORKS: The Public Works Depart-
mient had nothi ng to do with the disposal
of refuse. All the departitent had to (10
was to provide the drains, and the Hos-
pital Board had to deal with the refuse.
The department met the board in every
possible way.

MR. Q41INL AN: This matter had
been before the Hospital Board, who had
made special provision for removing the
oxcreta of t 'yphoid patients. The surface
drain front the hospital itight tend to
contamiinate the river, but the fact re-
inained that refuse equally as bad from
hotels and restaurants, found its way into
the main drain.

Item passed.
Item-Perth Hospital, new wing, oper-

ating theatre, and latundry:
MR. WILSON asked [or some explana-

tion of the expenditure of £210,000 on this
work.

THS, DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: This was the expenditure on
the new wing of the hospital.

MuP. WILSON: There were decided
o1jections to increasing hospital accomi-
inodation on the present site. The
hospital for contagious and infectious
diseases should bew- removed outside the
city, leaving the present building to serve
as an accident ward. When smnallpox
broke out in the hospital a few years ago,'the disease spread all through the streets
at the foot of the hill.

Item passed.
Other items passed, and the vote agreed

to.
Vote-Public Buildings, £558,064:-
Itemt-Additions and repai rs to ex istin g

Buildings:-
BIn. LEAKE asked for an explanation

of [lie fact that votes under this head

amounting to about £40,000 were scat-
tered uip and down the Esitinwatus.

THE. DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: The votes for additions and
repairs to a great mnany buildings
throughout the country had this year
been split up instead of put dowvn in 'one.
amtount. " A stitch in time saves nine,"
and much iionevy bad been saved 1hr
attending to the ;epair of existing build-
ings. If the moneywso rqiet
would not be expended.

Progress reported and leave given to
sit again.

EXTRA SITTING DAY.
THE: PREXfIERt (Right Hon. Sir J.

Forrest) moved that the Hiouse, -at its
rising, adjourn unt-il half -past two o'clock
Onl the folilowing dav. The I-ouse would
sit until six o'clock in the evening.

Put and passed.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 1 1-45 p)1m.

until thle next day.

Fiday, 17th Decembor, 18h97.

Petition: Collie Coal-cnie Iasiug-Aunoaul Estimates:
Pulic Works votes further consideredL; Division
(Estimates concluded) -Motion: Gratuiity to Widow
or 1r. Burnett--Motion: Annuity to Widow of Sir
P'. N. Broomo-Uady liroonie AnnUity Bill; first
rending-Sharks Bay Pearlshell I ishery Act A mendi-
'isent Bill: first reading; -Bimuznry Racecourse Rail-
ay Bill: first read ing -Collie Quarry Railway Bill:

first rendig-Kalgonrli-Gnnrnhalle. take andl
BOlLider Towusite Loop Ra4ilways Bill: first rend-
ing-Paper presented-Orders of the Day and Sink
den Alterations (Speaker's rewarkal -Police Act
Am~endment Bill : second reading-Adjourn ment.

THE SPEAKER took the Chair at
2-30 o'clock, p'm.

PRAYERs.
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