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who had never dene any business of this

kind against o man who had had five
years’ experience.
prepared to go so far as hon. members in
relation to the other wwendments. If
hon. members thought fit to insist on the
amendments, they must do so and take
the consequences if the Bill was thrown
out.

Question—-that the Council insist on
its amendments—put and passed.

Resolution reported, report adopted,
and a Message accordingly transmitted
to the Leyislative Assembly.

ADJOURNMENT.

On the wotion of the Minisrer or
Mixgs, it was agreed that the House, at
its rising, do adjourn till the Monday
following, at 7-30 p.m.

until the next Monday evening.

Wegislatibe RAssembly,
Thursday, 16th December, 1837,

Messuge {Appropriation} : Loan Estimates—-Question :
Contmct Work at Causeway Camp, Port
Question: T'rocuring Water for Stock Route, B ul.
lewa to Mingenew—{Question : Railway Excursion
Trains on Christmius Day—Motion : Expediting Bills
and Suspengion of Standiog Orders—Motion: Amend.-
ment of Electoral Act—Motion: Site for New
Houses of Parlinment—Cowmpnnies Ack Amendwent
Bill: firgt reading -Bntion : Trial Railvny Survey,
Busselton to Lower Blackwood —Motion: Proposed
Railway, Coolgardie to Hounyvale—Early Closing
Bill : Ameadment on report; third rending --Aunanl
Estimntes, in Commitiee of Supply : Public Works
{Genernl Statement)—Exira Sitting Day—Adjoarn-
ment.

Tur SPEAKER took
430 p.m. -

the chawr at

Pravenrs.

He was uot quite

Waler for Stock Koute.

MESSAGE (APPROPRIATION)--LOAN
ESTIMATES.

A Message from the Governor was ve-

' geived and read, recommending s appro-

priation from General Loan Fund to the
services of the year 1897-8.

QUESTION —CONTRACT WORK AV
CAUSEWAY CAMP, PORT HEDLAND.
Me ILLINGWORTH, for Mr. Vosper,

i aceordance with notice, asked the

" Director of Public Works: 1. What was

the nature of the contract, if any, entered
into by the Government for the construe-
tion of works at Causeway camp? =z
Whetlier it was true that the 48 men em-
ployed in these works had received mo
wages for the last 13 weeks? 3. If so,
whether it was the intention of the Gov-

. ernment to take any steps to secure their
The House adjourned at 530 pw,

immediate payment ?

Tug DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC

' WORKS (Hou. F. H. Piesse) replied:—

to Port Hedland.

. entered

. with money to obtam feod. 3.

1. I assume that the hon. member refers
The Government
into a contract for the con-
struction of a metalled roadway embank-
ment over a boggy marsh about four or
five miles from Port Hedland. 2. Tam
informed that on 2nd November about 30
men struck work owing to the
non-payment of wages, but no information
is yet available as to the date of their
last payment. I may mention, however,
that the Government, on becoming aware
of their pressing needs, supplied the men
The
Government have under consideration

. the question of transferving the contract

to other persons, who have expressed

. their willingness to take up the work,

and the best possible arrangenents will

~ be made to protect the interests of the

edland--

men.

QULSTION - PROCURING WA'l'ER FOR
STOCK ROUTE, MULLEWA 1'0
MINGINEW,

Mgr. PHILLIPS, in accordance with
notice, asked the Director of Public

, Works: 1. Whether any steps had been

taken to procure water on the stock route
between Mullewa and Minginew? 2.
Whether he was aware that there was a
span of 60 miles wlmost waterless, and
that fat stock were suffering most severely
in consequance, therefore raising the priee

. of meat in *he larger towns ¥
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Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon. F. H. Picsse) replied :
. Yes. Boring and well-sinking parties
have been occupied for some time past in
ohtaining a water supply on this route,
2. Tam not aware that there is an almost
waterless stage betwixt Mullewa and
Minginew. in fact I am advised that there

is water fit for stock four miles south of -

Mullewa, and a fairly good supply of fresh
water abont 18 miles and 26 mles from
Minginew, and that boring and well-
sinking are still proceeding.

QUESTION—RAILWAY EXCURSION
TRAINS ON CHRISTMAS DAY.

Mr. WALLACE, by leave and without
notice, asked the Commissioner of Rail-
ways whether it was the intention of the
ﬁepa.rtment to run exeursion trais on
Christmas Day.

Tur
WAYS (Hon. F. H. Piesse) replied: It
is not customary to run excursion trains
on Christmas Day, which is observed m a
similar manner to Sunday on the rail-
ways. and I can see no reason for depart-
ing from thatcustom. The arrangements
will, T think, be as usual.

MOTION —EXPEDITING BILLS AND SUS-
PENSION OF STANDING ORDERS.
Tuz PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir
J. Forrest). in accordance with notice.
moved :

That in order to expedite business, the

Standing Orders relating to the passing of .

Public Bills and the consideration of Messages
from the Legislative Council be snspemlcd
during the remainder of the scssion.

He said it was usual, when approaching

the end of the session, to make a motion

of this sort. YLast vear it was done .

earlier than on the present occasion. He
had consulted the leader of the Opposition
in regurd to the conduct of public busi-
ness, “with the result, that thev hoped to
be able to finish the business in time to
permit of His BExcellency proroguing
Parliament about wmid- dfw on Thursday
next, 23rd December, It would facilitate
business considerably to deal with the
Bills on the Notice Paper more expedi-
tiously than could be done under the or-
duhut Standing Orders. It must be
remembered th.lt it would not do to take
for granted that the Legislative Council
would require no time to discuss those
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- mittee with Bills.

COMMISSIONER OF RAIL. |

; remain over for a time.
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measures ; and it would therefore be to the
interest of the country to pass this motion.
This weuld not interfere, to any great ex-
tent, with the privileges of Tion. newmbers,

- because any contraversial question which

arose could be dealt with in conmnittee.
After u Bill had heen passed through
committee, its other stages were generally
formnal, thouwh they were somnetimes
taken .ulvn.ntzr.ge of for Further discus-
sion; but hon. members would have
aple vpportusity of dealing i com-
Any notice now on the
paper of a very controversial character
would, e was afraid. have to go by the
bourd, for waut of time. The Govern-
ment would e satisfied if they could
complete the financial Bills and one
or two others. The rest must take
their chance, though there were some
which it was desirable to pass. There
was a Bill to be introduced on Mon-
day mnext with regard to mining on
private property, which would he dealt
with if possible; but if there was aoy
great objection that Bill would have to
give way; though he thought it was
improbable the Bill would meet with

- much opposition. as it followed the lines

of an Act which had worked satisfactorily
in South Australia for the last ten years.
At any rate, it seewmed to be a mutter
which would not pgive rise to any great
controversy. He was afraid some of the
notices on  the paper would have to
No great harm,
however, would be done, because Parlia-
ment would meet early in June next. Only
five or six months would elapse before
hon. members would again be in session
with wmple time to devote attention to
those matters without being inconveni-
enced by the excessive heat of this pertod
of the year.

Mr. LEAKE said he would like it to be
wilerstood that all the notices of motion
then on the paper would be disposed of.
If that were so, he would do what he

- could in getting the Estimates and other

necessary work through.

MOTION —AMENDMENT OF ELECTORAL
ACT.

Mr. SIMPSON, in
notice, moved :-—

That in the opinion of this House it is de-
sirabte to amend the Electoral Act, with the

accordance with
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object of further securing the purity of elec- .
tions.

Hesaid: I do not wish to trespass on

the time of the House, but I would pomnt
out that. according to public rumour,
some very large expenses were mgurred
by candidates during the late geneval
election. From the result of the division
in this House on the motion in favour of
the principle of payment of members, T
should say that it is the desire that can-
didates for this House should be put to
ne more expense than 1s absolutely neces-
gary. I understand that in some elec-
torates at the last election, snne thousands
of pounds were spent, and I do not think
any member would wish to perpetuate
such a aystem as that. It has been sug-
gested that legislation on this subject
would be ineffective. I am disinclined
to adinit that argument, because I think
that any action of Parliament, with the
moral assistance of the people, will cer-
tainly have its due effect. This undue
expenditure of money is likely to defeat
the object which we all seek, namely,
purity of elections. The motion will give
the Ministry an opportunity of consider-
ing the questivn during recess. Regula-
tions much more extreme than our own
are in force in all the other colonies, and
have accomplished a considerable amount
of good. The necessity for protection to
every man in public life and those seeking
public life will have oceurred to hom.
members. We know that in public life
there are certain forms of blackmail ; and
this motion is submitted with the pur-
pose of deterring blackmailers, and giving
full opportunity to the people to select
men, whether rich or poor, to represent
them in Parliament.

Tug ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hou.
R. W. Pennefather): The arguments
addressed by the hon. member for Gerald-
ton in support of the motion will, I am
sure, commend themselves to every mem-
ber of the House. I can assure the hon.
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New Houses of Parliament.

MOTION—SITE FOR NEW HOUSES OF
PARLIAMENT.

Mr. SIMPSON, in
motion, moved

accordance with

I'hat this Honse, having tuken into considera-
tion the report of the Commission appointed to
select a site suitable for Parlinment Hounses,
disagree with the report, and recommends the

* site oceupied by the Barricks in St. George's

Terrace.

He said: I am sure it will not be con-
sidered for a inoment from my general
attitude that I suggest the faintest dis-
respect to the hon. members and distin-
guished men in public life who furnished
the report to the House with regard to
the site of the future Parliament Houses
of the country. It will be just as well
to mention at this stage that I do not
regard it as a pressing matter that
we should immediately proceed with
a larwe expenditure on this work. This
House and public men generally seem to
be of opinion that we could devote our
resonrces for some considerable time much
more wisely to the development of the
country in the way of providing railways,
roads, bridges, hurbours and other works
of material benefit.  But this matter of
the Parliament Houses is one in which 1
take such an extreme interest that I trust
I may be excuftd at this early date for
asking the House to censider this motion.
A good nany years ago I trespassed in
the columns of the Wast Australian,
pointing out what u magnificent site
Western Australia had been endowed
with in the Barracks site for a great
Senate House or State House for the
people of the colony. 1 have no wish
to labour the question, because I am
perfectly satisfied that any words of mine,
compared with the distinet argument
conveyed to each member of the Assembly
every time he looks at the site, would fail
to suggest to this House the charms of
that situation. I have travelled overa con-

+ siderable part of this colony, and I cannot

members that during the recess I shall

endeavour, with the assistance of the hon.
member himself and other members of the
Chamber, to devise some means by which
we can render elections independent of
the corroding influence that saps the
public life of muny decent nen. T shall
certainly give the hon. member every
assistance,
Question put and pussed.

imagine a more ideal site on which
to erect the great citadel of the people's
liberties than that noble elevation, which
is heautiful whether approached by the
river, by rail, or by road, and which is
visible to the most unenlightened eye as
beyond question intended for some great
and noble public purpose.  Had 1 the
power and could let loose my imagination,
I could Euncy we shall some day see there
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w building embodving all the traditions
of our great race and the aspirations of
the people of Western Australia for the
future of our country.  But the report of
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this select committee ou  the question

recommends that the Purlinment Houses

of the future should be on the mosguito-
haunted swanp near the river. T suy
that with o disrespect to those who
compiled the report; hut we are contract-

ing the horizon of our great political

vision, when we endeavour to place the
future Houses of Parliament on what I
ain comipelled to call a swamp.  To make
this site available, it would have to he
won from the shallows of the river. T
have gone to considerable tronble in this
matter in seeking suggestions and advice
fromn architects, who are men skilled in

3

getting levels and selecting situations on |

which to place the results of their educa-
tion, from practical men, such as hulders
and contractors, and from ordinary com-
mercial men, busy and full of ‘atfairs.
Invariabdy I have had the expression of
opinion that there is one place to build the
future Purlisment Houses of Western
Australia, and that is at the head of St.
8Bt. George's Terrace, on the siteat present
oceupied by the old barracks. It would 1]
Lecowme me to force my views as to the
advantages of this site on men who are
older and wiser than myself; but I sug-
gest to the House that this is a matter on
which we might very easily make a mis-
tuke. TIf we select what sepms to have
heen uffered and snggested to us by the

great Architect of the Universe—if I '

may use that expression in connection
with this site——and decide to erect this
great huilding which we hope will adorn
our city, it will, for all time, act as an

educational institute—if I way use the

term—for the people. No oune can
approach the vity without seeing this
elevation., A few days ago I sailed on
the river with some friends, and
endeavoured, without success, to find any
point of vantage round about the city
which would be better than this. T sup-
pose no people on ecarth are better
authorities on architecture and the selec-
tion of sites than that great body, the
Roman Catholic Church. And when we
remember the splendid site on which they
have erected their cathedral—the lest
site in Perth —T do not think there is
another situation in our city which

we

. selected is not a beautiful spot.

. s
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can  possibly be compared to it save
the one which I have suggested as
the site of the people’s cathedral, if T
may so call it without any unkind or dis-
vourtegus reference to other institutions.
T suggest this site with deference to the
report and opinion of those distinguished
men who have given this IHouse the
reswit of their deliberutions; for I think
they perhups lost sight of its advantages
becuse they were too familiar with them.
I commend this wwotion to the House
with one object, that we may erect a
building for the Parliament of the coun-
try at a later date which, from its very
gituation, will become an ohject-lesson fo
the people of Western Australia, not only

for one generation, but for all time. I

beg to move the motion standing in ny
e,

Tur PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir
J. PForrest): Hon. members are of
course aware that it is not proposed at
the present time to undertake this work
that we all have in view, of erecting
Parliament Houses for this country; hut,
for all that, T think the hou. member has
acted rightly in proposing this metion,
It would of course be impossible for the
Government to cominence a work of this
magnitude and importance without the
consent of Parliament; and therefore,
even without this motion, there would be
no risk of money lwing spent on any
site without this House bemmyg first con-
sulted. T took steps—I think in com-
plianee with a resolution of this House—
to move His Excellency the Governor
to appoint a colmmission to report upon
the best site for the Honses of Parliament.
I am not going to follow the hon. member
at all in his disparagement of the site
selected by a majority of that commission.
To do so would be to take up a position
which I do not intend to take up, and
which would not be 10 accord with my own
teelings and judgment. I am not dis-
posed for a moment to say that the site
I am not
prepared to agree with the hon. member
that it is a swamp. There is no swamp
there. It has an elevation of some 50 feet
above the river; and is, I think, one of the
heauty spots in the city of Perth. Iam
sure w0 one can say that the small
Governnent Garden, as it is called, is o
swaimp, or tlat Government House
situated in a swamp. No one
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can say that the beautiful
around Government House is .mythmg
but one of the chief ornuments of this
eity. But, at the same time, I am not in
accord with the recommendation of the
commisgion, hecause [ think there 15 a
better site, the site suggested by the
hon. member, on that large reserve of
some 12 or 15 acres—I do not know the
exach area, but it muast Le about that sive
—at the top of St. George’s Terrace,
which is, I think, above all other sites,
the best for the Parliament Houses of this
country. The objection I have to the site

[ASSEMBLY.]

proposed by the commission is not that it -

is not beautiful, not because there 1s
not » magnificent view from
becanuse it is not in an elevated position
like the site of the old barracks ;
and I think that, when we are construct-
ing new Houses of Parliament, we should
try to place them in & conspicuously ele-
vated position, where theycan be seen from
all parts of the swrounding country., T
have always had the idea—though I have
no wish to rush into any great expendi-
ture in the matter of these buildings—
that we ought, as far as possible, to make
the Parliament Houses of the country
classic ground. I Dbelieve that, however
much of a blatant agitator a man may be
outside, the faet of his being elected by
the people, and coming into a beautiful
House with magnificent surroundings, will
tend to elevate him, and to make him
feel that he occupies a high and re-
sponsible position, which perhaps
would not feel if he entered a place
of an opposite character. For this reason,
I hope to see by-and-by Parliament
Houses worthy of the colony erected on
that site. Moreover, the position pro-
posed by this motion is not only an
elevated ‘but a very healthy position—I
may say, even more healthy than any
other part of the city, being higher up
and further away from any objectionable
swroundings. T look upon it as a great
and noble site for the Parliament Houses
of the future; and if I had been a mem-

it, but
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garden | motion of the hon. member, because it is

exactly in accord with the views I have
held tor a long time, and which, if I had
Leen a member of the comunission, T
would have advocated.

Me. ILLINGWORTH (Central Mur-
chison) : It is unnecessary, after the
statement of the Premier, that there be
any lengthy debate on this motion. T
have a very strong feeling on the question,
und desire to express it. I may say that I
am fully alive to the many advantages
thut will be found in the site suggested
by the majority of the commission, and
those advautages ought to be fully con-
sidered. But there is one disadvantage
connected with it which is of 2 public
character, which T feel ontweighs all the
advantages that can be suggested. Tt

- would deprive the people of the use of the

he

ber of that commission, I would certainly -

have strongly advocated that site, for I
know of no other which in any way com-
pares with it. Tt mav not be a very
cheap site to build upon; but that con-
sideration, while it has to be borne in
mind, must not receive undue attention.

I have much pleasure in supporting the

ounly public gardens we have in the centre
of the city ; for they would inevitably be-
come Parliament House gardens. Now 1
think we cannot too carefully guard our
public reserves and health resorts, and this
one especially, which is in the very centre
of the city, ought not to be encroached
upoun in the shghtest degree. On the con-
trary, I hope to see the time when that
gardenshall be extended overthe site of the
old Supreme Court and to the banks of
the rviver. In the next place, this site
cannot for a moment compare with the
site which has been suggested by the hon.
member who moved the motion; in-
deed, when T came to this country over
seven vears ago, the very first thing that
struck me was that this was the place
where the Parliament Houses ought to be;
and I have never changed my opinion.
Again, T think that Parlinment Houses
ought to be away from the bustle of
the city. That is an important thing
for a deliberative assembly. Then I
want to suggest another thing: we
hope that, as a result of the motion
carried here a short time ago in favour
of payment of members, we shall have
our Parliament Houses occupied by mem-
bers who come from the country districts,
and to whom those Houses will be, to a
great extent, their home. Those of us
who live in the city attend to our Parlia-
mentary business and then return to our
homes; but those who come from a dis-
tance, us some hon. members do now,
have to spend three months of the year
in the city, and should find in Parlia-
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ment Houses a resort at which they could ' of our members are going away shortly.

not only attend to their parliamentary
business, but find a reasonable amount of
pleasure as well. It isimpossible to erect
Houses suitable for these purposes on
the site suggested by the commission, or
to lay out the grounds in a suitable
manner, unless we were absolutely to
take possession of the Govermment
garden. So I think, without depreciating
in the smallest degree the suggestions of
the commission, and recognising the
wany advantages which they no doubt
had 1n their minds, we are bound to give
ont adhesion to the suggestion contained
in this motion.  Wherever it is decided
to erect the Houses, I hope we will “go
slow.” 1 hope the design will he one
worthy of this country hundreds of years
hence, and that we shall start slowly,
building just snch portions of the edifice
vear by year as our funds will permit. T
would like to see the building settled
upon and designs worked ont carefully,
and extended year by vear. How. mem-
bers are aware that for very any vears
the Melbourne Parliament House was
used for the purposes of legislation before
it wag in any way completed; and it
might be possible to provide in the early
stages of the history of our building
proper accommodation for our senutors of
another place. in order that they might
leave their present inconvenient accom-
modation, and as time went on we might
vear by vear add to the huilding from
one fixed design, and ultimately be able
to find accommodation there for ourselves.
But the ornamentation and finish which
necessarily belong to a building of this
class will, I hope. be kept hack for a
good many vears. I hope we shall have
at the outset only the actual necessities
and conveniences, and that the orna-
mentation will come in later. I should
like to see the expenditure limited to a
given sum—say, by way of illustration,
£20,000 a year, and that in years to come
we will bave a building which will be a
credit to the citv when the city is acredit
toit. T have great pleasure in supporting
the motion.

Mre. A. FORREST (West Kimberley) :
I do not rise to oppose this motion, but T
do not think there is a single member in
this House who imugines we are prepared
to go into the guestion of building Par-
liament Houses at the present time. Seven

They intend, I suppose, to build much
larger Parliament Houses—whether in
Melbourne, Sydney, or Adelaide has not
vet been decided. We will not, as a Par-
linment, have the powers we now possess
when that bas been done. I donot think
the colony is prepared to face the question
of building Parliament Houses at a cost
of one hundred or one hundred and fifty
thousand pounds. The other evening the
hon, member for East Perth {(Mr. James),
when we were discussing the proposal of
giving the City Council authority to
borrow a small amount. of money, would
not trust that hody with it, but he has
no objoction to our spending £150,000
on Parliament Houses. I do not think
we are prepared to sanction any expendi-
ture on tlus building.

Mr. Swmapson: I have not suggestad
any expenditure.

Me. A. FORREST : T would go thus
far with the lhon. member—the site is o
good oue; but any expenditure at the
present time is out of the question. I do
not see what good the resolution will do,
as its only effect will be to place on
record the fact that we disagree with the
recommendation of the commission.

Mr. WILSON (the Canning)}: T am
enfively in accord with the motion of the
hon. member for Geraldton (Mr. Simp-
son). and I think the proposal is quite
opportune, becanse, although we may not
now be willing to spend any money in
the crection of new Parliamentary build.
iugs, yet I think this is a time to secure
a suitable site, and that site is hevond
question the best in the city of Perth.
Out of the large number of strangers
who come to this city, T can gnarantee
that ninety per cent. will at once say that
is the site on which we should build
our Houses of Parliament. It bas many
advantages, and, without going mto
details, I should like to point out that il
is removed from the twrmoil and the
traflic in the centre of the city; while its
comparative remoteness is not a disad-
vantage, inasmuch as we shall shortly
have the tramway run right up the hill
I hope this House will pass the motion,
and that the site will thereupon be ear-
marked by the Government for this pur-
pose.

How. H. W. VENN (Wellington) -
I am in accord with those hon. members
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who say it will be well for the Govern-
ment to reserve the site on Mount Eliza,
ab the top of St. George's Terrace, for the
future Parliament Houses; and I am in
accord also with those who say it is not
desirable to immediately enter into a
large expenditure for the purpose of
building, becanse I do not think we are
in a position to do it at present. Weare
in a position to make some improvement
in the accomodation of the present build-
ings, and hou. members of this House
and the other Chamber are subjected to a
great deal of inconvenience at present for
want of proper accommodation. With

: to prepare the

regard to this Chamber, there is space at

the rear for increasing the accommodation
s0 as to serve all the requirements of

legislative business for a number of -

years ;
Government should, during the recess,
take some steps to provide more accom-
modation in the direction indicated. If
that is done, and I think it can be done
at an  expenze of something under
£2,000, then the question of building
new Houses of Parliament may possibly
stand in abeyance for some vears. In
the meantime, I am in accord with the
motion, and hope the Government will
reserve the site indicated for the future
building of Parliament Houses.

Mr. LEAKE (Albany): Hon. mem-
bers will not be astonished if I say I
intend to support this wmotion; for,
remembering that I was a member of the
commission appointed to consider the
question of a site and designs for new
Parliament Houses, it will have been
geen that I joined with another member
in signing the minority report which dis-
agreed with the conclusion of a majority
of the commission. My reasons for doing
80 have already leen sufficiently stated.
I regard this motion as something more
than a formal one; and, if carried,
it will be an emphatic expression
of opinion on the part of this House
that, whenever new Parliament Houses
tmay be built, they shall be erected on the
site indicated in the motion, and on that
site alone; further, that the site so in-
dicated shall not be appropriated to any
other purpose. Already we find the
Director of Public Works has put up
additional buldings in connection with
the old barracks; and although they ave
perhaps of only a temporary nature, yet

and it is nost desirnble that the -
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unless this House declares its intention
with reference to that site, the hon.
gentleman may feel justified in making
use of that site for the business of his
department by erecting other buildings.
We do net grumble at what he hag done
there, but we want 1t to be distinetly
understood that no Imilding of a per-
manent or expensive nature shall bhe
placed on that site. which we desire
to be reserved for the future Parlia-
ment Houses. Another important com-
sideration is that, having once selected
a site, it will enable our architects
plans. It is better
that such plans should he prepared
atb leisure, and it would be a matter to he
determined hereafter whether or not the
designs should be competitive. In my
epinion, competitive designs should be

" called for the building of Parliament

Houses; and i the designs are to he
competitive, there is no reason why the
Government Architect should not compete
with others by sending in designs. Our
object should be to secure the best possible
accommodation, and to ensure beauty of
design I think the question of the building
of Parliament Houses cannot long be
deferred, for we are hampered a great
deal by lack of accommodation m connec-
tion with this Legislative Chamber, and
especially does that inconvenience apply
to the members of the Legislative Council.
I trust that hon. members will regard
this motion as a most Important one,
and not as one of o merely formal
character. Of course, it ultimately must
involve the expenditure of a large sum of
money, but that we need not now discuss.
T readily fall in with the suggestion of
the member for Central Mnrchison (Mr.
Tlingworth) that the building might be
put up piece-meal, from year to year.
The next step after having selected our
site is to select our design; and I trust
that, during the vecess, the Director of
Public Works will find time to consider
the question, and will recommend to Par-
liament at the next session some scheme
for carrving out this work. I hope the
houn. gentleman will see his way also to
recommend that competitive designs shall
be invited.

Tuz DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon. F. H. Piesse): As a
member of the commission which was
appointed to report on this matter, I do
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not care to let this debate close without
offering some remarks. From a national
point of view, I think there cannot be two

opinions with regard to the site for the .

future Parliament Houses, because I
must say there is no hetter site than the
elevated position on the top of St. George's

Terrace, as indicated in the motion; but

the question that the commission was
appointed to consider was the selection of
a site sunitable for the present require-
ments of Parliament Houwses in this
colony ; and taking into consideration
the present population of the colony, and
the population of Perth as the capital,

the majority of the commissioners con- |
sidered it would not be & wise course fo |

] : £70,000, the amount first menticned ; but
site, or selecting a desigh, upon such a

enter into the question of providing a

scale as might in a few vears he found
altogether imadequate for the growing re-
quirements of the colony. Consequently
we had to consider the question of what
wonld suit the probable requirements for
the next ten or twelve vears. Looking at
the question to-day, and taking into
aceount the site indicated in the motion,
no doubt that site will be centrally
situated in the future, and will be prob-
ably one of the best sites available for
the purposes; but what influenced those
conmissioners, who reported in favour of
the site on which the present Legislative
Council stands, as being suitable for a
building to serve the colony’s requirements
for some years to come, was that the site
is one that would be most convenient in
present cireumstances, and for some years
to come, and being in close proximity to
the public gardens, they could be made
use of to some extent by members for the
purpose of recreation. The site so re-
commended by a majority of the com-
mission would not take up so much of
the gardens as some members of this
House seem to expect; and, in fact, that
site has been referred to as if the gardens
were going fo be divided in a manner
which would be objectionable. Those
who look into the plans which were
before the commission will find that the

piece of land to be apportioned for this .

purpose is very little larger than the piece
occupied by the present Legislative
Council buildings; and it wonld extend
only to the footpath some 40 or 50 feet
lower down towards the river. There
would alse be an admirable view from

|
; motion, that site being the most favourable
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' the portion uof the new building facing
| the river. and if the new Parliament
i Honses were erected there, they could,
. after having served the requirements
of the Legisiature for some years,
i he ultimately turned to some other use,
r especially as public offices; and when
that stage of development was reached, a
larger building, suitable for the growing
requirements of Western Australia, could
be erected at the site indicated in this

and the very bhest in the city. Having
regard to the amount of money to which
the cominission were limited, we found
that some members of that commission
were not inelined to exceed the sum of

they afterwards found it necessary to
, agree to plans being drawn for an amount
nearly double that which had been first
contemplated.  All this influenced the
commission in concluding that it would
he a mistake to confine ourselves to the
erection of a building to cost £70,000, and
to put it upon o large site such as that in-
dicated in the motion; and therefore the
majerity of the commission reconunended
the erection of a building thut would serve
for & number of years upon a site which
would be convenient for the time, and so
that the buildiug might be converted after-
wards into public offices. These reasons
prompted me to concur in recommending
the site on which the present Legislative
Council stands.  Another reason was that
this site would have provided opportuni-
ties for members to use the gardens while
Parliament was in session. With regard
to the other point menticned, as to the
i designs, that is a question too debatable
to go into to-day. There is no money at
| the disposal of the Government for pre-
| paring any designs or dealing with this
, matter during the recess: but, as sug-
gested by the member for Albany, during
next session possibly this matter may be
considered, with a view to placing money
on the Estimates for preparing designs.
' We should not rush this matter forward,
| hut the consideration of designs should

take some yeurs, possibly ; and, although
| T was opposed to the inviting of competi-
L tive designs when a deputation put that
request before me, yet I am not going io
be so dogged as to stand in the way of
what may be the wish of Parliament in re-
ference to the mode of preparing or accept-
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ing designs; and when I opposed this
matter before, I said I did not so oppose
it. that, if it came to be debated in the

House, I would favour the designs of my |

department, but I said that I considered
we had men then in the department, and
have now, who arc competent to prepare
designs for our Farliament Houses, and
who are recognised throughout Australia
as architects of great ability. With
regard to the improvement of the build-
ings now used for the Leyislative
Assembly, they should certainly receive
some attention; and although no pro-
vision has been inade on the Estimates
for increasing the accommodation, which
I consider s needed, yet T gnite agree

that something should be done to improve |

the conveniences at the bhack of the
present Chamber. This might be done
by putting another storey on the rooms
at the back, and increasing the accom-

" commencing the building.

medation m a way that will not he .

expensive, while adding to the convenience
of members. During the recess, L will

have designs prepared, and will see what - 1
©ing as will enable us to carry on our

can he done towards hnproving the outer
portion of these buildings, after consulting
with the hon. the Speaker and others who

have the control of these bLuildings. 1

hope to be able to have designs prepared,
and, if the expense is not too great, we
may possibly be able to carry out the
work before the next session begins. As
I said, there can he no two guestions
about the site for the new Parliament
Houges; Imt taking into consideration
the couditions of the present time, I am
still of opinion we could erect on the site
of the present Legislative Council Cham-
ber a building that would be suitable for
the requirements of hoth Honses of
Parliament for somne years to come, and
which wouwld wnot be cramped ip the
arrangements, and not be in a position
which could be objected to.

Proposed Site.

have wmany designs rather than one
design.

Tae Dirkcror ofF PusrLic Works:
There was no occasion for designs then.

Mg. DOHERTY : I think the occasion
has arisen now ; but the hon. gentleman
seems alinost to have turned to the
opinion which was held by that deputa-
tion. I think we have in this city archi-
tects who are capable of designing a
building, probably equal to those else-
where, for the purposes of the Legislature;
and we should accept the services uf
architects who are willing to do this with-
out charge. I think also we should make
an early beginnmyg, by spending some
money vn the work nexi year. The noise
that 15 carried on about this Chamber in-
terferes with the work of legislation very
serously, and if hon. members were to
vote ten or twenty thousand pounds for

Tue Drrecror oF Pusnic Works:
We have not got the foundations yet.

Mz, DOHERTY: Then start the
foundations, and put up such a build-

business—say a building of this size to

" start with, and extend it from year to

year.

- " Mr. SIMPSON (in reply): I had no

Me. DOHERTY (North Fremantle): -
' seen that designs were sought all over

I happened to be on the deputation
which waited upon the Director of Public
Works, with some architects, and the
hon. gentleman then objected to receive
any plans from architects outside his
department, although several architects
were willing to supply plans without any

charge. If any professional men are pre- |
pared to give their services free for a .
purpose of this kind, it ig better, in the

interests of the country, that we should

idea, and I gather from the tone of the
House that hon. members have no idea,
of compromising the finances of the country
in building new Parliament Honses ; but,
at the same time, we should ear-mark the
site for all time. I do hope, also, that
the Director of Public Works will pay
grave respect to public opinion, and that
he will seek for designs from all over the
world for this important national work.
The hon. gentleman’s idea is that the
result of inviting competitive designs will
be that we shall get only a front eleva-
tion; bui if anyone reads the history
of the erection of the Houses of
Parliament m Bnogland, it will be

the world for what would be most
serviceable to the requirements of the
Tegislature. T do not think we would
he unwise if we followed the same course ;
and we should seek aid and inspiration
from all quarters of the globe, for assist-
ing us to put on that magnificent site a
bulding that will secure for all time the
conveniences of legislation, and at the
same time stand there as one of the
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great mational
Australia.

Question put and passed.

The SPEAKER suggested that it
might be desirable to forward the resolu-
tion to the Legistative Council, requesting
their concurrence.

Me. SIMPSON accordingly moved—
“That the resolution of this House be

buildings of Western |
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* members may
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Mr. LOCKE: About 40 miles. Hon.
think that because the
Bridgetown lme, which goes through hilly
country. cost ‘a great deal of money,
therefore the line which I suggest will
also cost a great deal. But it is for

- that reason I wish hon. members to visit

|
|
1

forwarded to the Legislative Council, and -

that their concurrence be desired therein.”
Question put and passed.

COMPANIES ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
Received from the Legislative Council,
and, on the motion of Mr. CoNoLvry, read
a first time.

MOTION—TRIAL RAILWAY SURVEY,
BUSSELTON TO LOWER BLACKWOOD.

Me. LOCKE, in acecordance with notice,
moved :(—

That in the opinion of this House the
Government should consider the advisability
of arranging for a trial survey between Bus-
selton and the Lower Blackwood district.

He said: I think I represent the oldest
and most neglected district in the colony,
and I hope hon. members will not think
I aw expecting too much when I ask for
a trial survey for a railway in the dis-
trict referred to in the motion. This
would not be an expensive line to build.
The country is, comparatively speaking,
level, and there are no rivers or other
engineering difficulties to contend with,
while the land all belongs to the Crown.
In Geographe Bay we have one of the
best barbours in the colony, where fhere is
a jetty alongside which large vessels can
be brought. The harbour was built by
nature, and now we want « railway to open
up the country. The Couservator of
Forests has estimated that the timber in
the colony is worth £100,000,000. Well,
T think that half of that timber is in the
district in which T ask that this trial
gurvey shall be made. I do not ask the
Government o pledge themselves to build
a line, nor do I ask the Opposition to
pledge themselves to support a line. Ifa
trial survey is made, the Government will
have some idea of the country proposed
to be served ; and then I propose to ask
hon. members to visit the distnet for
themselves.

A Meuper: What is the distance
covered by the proposed railway ?

the district for themselves. The timber
country starts about ten miles from the
Vasse seaport, and extends for the whole
distance of the suggested railway. There

. is no better timber in Western Australia ;
* indeed, 1 was going to say there is no

 the motion.

better hardwood in the world. Then the
land at Lower Blackwood is second to
none in the colony. 1T lived there part of
my young days, and have had runs and
stoek in the district. On one occasion I
saw a man occupied three days cutting a
guarter of an acre of oats, and he was a
hard-working man who worked all day.
That is the kind of country I propose to
open up. The suggested railway would
open up splendid country for agriculture,
vitienlture, and also as I have already
indicated, for tumler. Some of the tim-
ber there has arrived at matuwrity and
onght to Dbe cut; and, if £15,000,000
worth or £20,000,000 worth were cut, we
wonld know there wasanother £50,000,000
worth growing. Thus the timber of the
district would be un everlasting asset for
the colony. The Minister of Lands has
had some surveys made in the Blackwood
district lately, and his officers have
recommended the opening up of one of
the finest patches of ground in the colony.
There are miles and miles of plains and
swamps which would grow enough pota-
toes to supply all Western Australia, and
also provide produce for export. At
present all this countyy is useless, owing
to the want of means of communication.
The survey I ask for is only a matter of
o few pounds, and the information ob-
tained would be available for all time,
even supposing it was decided not to
build the railway. T do not ask the
Government to pledge themselves to build
a raillway, or to adopt any particular
route, but. culy to make a trial survey
and ascertain” the cheapest and best
means of affording railway communica-
tion between Busselion and the Lower
Blackwood district.

Hox.H. W. VENN (Wellington) : The
member for Sussex has asked me to second
I was rather in hopes—not
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knowing much of the district myself—that
the hon. member would bave advanced
sowme very strong statistical reasons for
the expenditure of money on this object
at the present moment. The amount to
be expended, if the motion were carried,
nay not be a large one. The survey would
probably not be much more than £1,000,
ar £20 to £30 a mile. Ztill I am unable

to give an opinion as to the immediate
. old and tried
tion of a-railway between Vasse and some -

desirability or necessity for the construc-

unknown place. It would have been in-
teresting to the House if the hon. member
could have fixed the attention of hon.
members on the immediate desirability of
this expenditure, knowing that, if the
motion be passed and the Government
undertake the survey, there is always an

implied idea that the Government will

support the construction of the suggested
line. I have no personal knowledge
of the district, nor have I gleaned
from the hon. member that there is any
inunediate or pressing necessity for a
milway. T beg formally to second the
motion.

Tae PREMIER (Right Hou. Sir J.
Forrest): I feel somewhat in a difficult
position. One of my friends and sup-
porters, coming from the same part of the
colony as T represent, and an hon.
member whom I would like to nssist if I
could, brings forward a metion involving
# considerable amount of expenditure.
However pleasing it may be for the hon,
member to submit his motion n the
interests of his constituents, it is not
equally pleasant for the Grovernment to
have to deal with the subject.

the Government would only have to make
a survey, is not a very good one. The
hon. member is aware there is no noney
or provision for the construction of such
a mailway, and we have had experience of
the difficulties which the Govermment,
and even this House, have got inte
through agreeing to make surveys of
railways and then proceeding no further.
Before the Government make a survey of
a line, there ought to be reasonable hope
that the line is going to be constrncted ;
otherwise people are only misled. What
do the people of a district think,
when they see an army of surveyors
working, and maps produced showing the
route, gradients and curves, and then find

The ples
put forward by the hon. member, that

Proposed Survey.

Parliament touchiog the question no
more? The people at once begin to
abuse the Government and the House
because the work of constructing the rail-
way is not carried out. There is an
instance hefore us at the present woment
wherein the whole of the district, repre-
sented so well by the Minister of Tands,
is in a state of uproar and agitation. The
people of that district are abusing their
member, and are alse
abusing the Government. I do not know
whether they have got so far yet as
abusing Parliament, but that will certainly
come next. TLast year the Government
placed a sum on the Estimates with the
full intention of carrying out a work in
that district as soon as funds were
available from the consolidated revenue.
The survey has been made, but because
on the first opportunity of our meeting
here we are not prepared to carry out the
work, the whole place is upside down, and
the people are abusing their Lest friend
becanse the work has not been gone on
with. We are now asked to provide a
sum of money to make a survey of a line
from Busselton to the Lower Blackwood,
when not one of us has made up his
mind to construct thatline. What wounld
be said of us it we assented to the motion,
‘We should be condemned by the people for
having misled them. People no doubt
would take up lands, they would under-
take obligations for erecting machinery,
because a kind of promise would have
been given that the line would he
constructed. I wmay say that I look on
these motions—and we have had a great
wany of them this session-—as subversive
of Parlimmmentary Government. Unless
the Government of the day is prepared to
oppose this expenditure of mouey, the
best thing the House can do is to take
the matter out of the hands of the Gov-
ernment and put it in the hands of
somebody else. I notice a lot of these
motions, and I do not think they do
any good. They are almost unheard of
in any other Parliament of Australia.
These proposals moved by private
members have far-reaching influence, and
they necessitate a large expenditure of
money if carried. i

Me. ILLiNgworTE : Are they quite in
order?

Tue PREMIER: I do not know. The

hon. member should kunow, having sat in
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the Parliament of Victoria. But the
hon. member never saw motions like this
one there. The Government disregard
them, and there the members do not bring
them forwnrd hecause they are disre-
garded. T hope the time will come in
this colony when we shall do the same.
1t is an wmpleasant position for me to be
in, because one has to vote sometimes
against one’s friend or colleague, and
altogether it is placing a responsibility
on a person he is not prepared to take.
For my part, the construction of a rail-
way from Busselton to Lower Blackwood
has not yet formed part of the policy of
the present Government. I know the dis-
trict well. There is a large amount
of good timber there, but up to the
present this line has not been on
the programme we have placed be-
fore the country. I am not so sure
that the hon. member (Mr. Locke), when
addressing his constituents, advocated
this line. [ believe he advocated a line
to Quindalup, but I do not believe he
ever advocated o line from the Vasse to
the Lower Blackwood. Everyone knows
that at present it is not possible for the
Government to carry a line hke this
through the House. When there is no
intention on the part of the Government
to nndertake the work in the near future,
what is the use of passing motions
of this sort? First the Government have
to find the money for the survey, and I
think the Government would be doing
wrong to the people of a district to
encourage them in the belief that the
Government were going to construct a
railway, when there was no intention of
doing so. The hon. member (Mr. Locke)
did not consult me on this matter, or I
would have told him the same as I am
telling hon. members now. It is un-
pleasant for me to do so, because there
are many of. my old friends—friends of
my youth—in his district, and they will
not appreciate my making remarks of
this kind; but I have a public duty to
performa. I ask the hon. member in his
own interests, and in the interests of his
district, not te move motions of this sort
until he knows that he has nearly a
majority, because moving motions like
this cannot do any good. 1 hope
hon. members will express themselves
in regard to this question, and that,
after having done so, the hon. mem-
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ber will be satisfies and withdraw his
motion.

Question put and negatived.

MOTIGN—PROPOSED RAILWAY, COOL-
GARDIE TO BONNYVALE.

Mzr. MORGANS (Coolgardie), in ac-
cordance with notice, moved :—

That in the opinion of this House it is
desirable that the railway already surveyed
fromn Coolgardic to Bonnyvale, a distance of
six miles, be constructed.

He said: I am bound to say, after the
remarks of the Premier, the wind has
heen taken out of my sails; but I have
a duty to perform. To a large extent T
feel there is a good deal of weight in the
remarks of the right hon. gentleman, as
to the introductien of motions of this
kind. They occupy a good deal of time
in the House; but in moving this motion
I think I shall have the sympathy
of this House and the Govermuent
and the right hon. gentleman. A rail-
way line has already been swrveyed
from Coolgardie to Mt. Burges, which is
a spot which the right hon. gentleman has
frequently brought under the notice of
the House, because it is the place where
the great water dam for carrying out the
water scheme for the Coolgardie goldfields
is to be built. My reason for asking the
construction of this railway is that
Bounyvale is a busy and important dis-
trict at the present time. There is one
mine there at the present moment turning
out 2,000 ounces of gold per month, and 1
think the general output is calculated
between 3,000 and 4,000 ounces per month.
In addition to that, a lot of valuable
machinery is on its way to this place, and
it is expected Bonnyvale will become one of
the most important producing centres on
the Coolgardie goldfields. Thereisa con-
siderable population inthe district, and the
railway would be a great convenience to
the people in ¢communicating with the
capital, Coulgardie. There 1s another
reason for this line, and it is that we all
believe, in fact we are perfectly certain,
that the Government will carry out that
important water scheme ; and as it will be
absolutely necessary to construct a railway
to convey the material to Mt. Burges,
I do not think the Government can raise
any great objection to putting down six
miles of raillway over a route that is already
surveyed, and which will give the popula-
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tion an advauntage in the meantime.
Mount Burges is really a place of resort
for the inhabitants of Coolgardie, and
apart from the convenience to the mining
population that the railway to the foot of
Mount Burges would be, this line would
be o matter of great conventeuce to the
public. In view of the fact that the
Government has constructed a railway
to the Boulder from Kalgoorlie, and I do
not know that the population is much
greater on the Boulder than in the dis-
trict the rights of which Lam now advo-
cating, I hope the Government and the
House will see their way to support me
in my desire to get the construction of
this short line of railway, which involves
the laying of six miles of rails. The sur-
veys have been completed, and the con-
struction will be quite inexpensive.

Me. Donerry: How much per mile
will it cost ?

Mr. MORGANS: I did not say how
much, but I think it will be very cheap
indeed. The right hon. gentleman said
that when a survey had been made, and
a railway was not constructed, people in
the district were disappointed if the
railway were not made. There is one very
strong point in connection with this pro-
posed line. The inhabitants of Coolgardie
hoped and believed—Dbut: the Government,
no doubt for good reasons, changed their
minds—that the Menzies line would be
constructed from Coolgardie: and had
that line been constiucted it would have
gone through this particular spot, the
rights of which T am now advocating.
The Government will require a railway to
Mt. Burges at no distant date, and I
hope I have given sufficient good reasons
to the House to claim their support on
this occasion. I regret I have been
obliged to trespass on the time of the
House, but I feel my request is a reason-
able one ; and in view of the fact that the
desire of the Government is to help for-
ward the best interests of mining on the
goldfields, I am quite sure the Govern-
ment will extend their sympathies to me
on this occasion, when advocating the
claims of a large centre of population.
I desire to congratulate the gold-
fields on one point. From what the
right hon. gentleman says, there are some
noisy electors in Western Australia out-
side the goldfields. T find, from what the
right hon. gentleman said, some of the
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electors round Northam, represented so
well by the Commissioner of Crown Lands,
are noisy. I am bound to say that T was
led to believe that the only noisy elactors
of the colony were on the goldfields, but I
am glad to find there are some others
besides those on the goldfields.

Mz. Srupson : Would it do to carry out
the line by private enterprise ?

Mr. MORGANS: Yes, I should be
glad to see private enterprise carry this
work out.

Mr. GEORGE (the Murray): The
case cited by the hon. member is so
strikingly parallel to that of my own dis-
trict that, by substituting ** Pinjarrah and
the Williamns” for * Coolgardie and Bonny-
vale,” I do not think I could possibly
place a stronger case before the House. [
had the honour to ask the Premier and his
colleagues a little while ago to carry out
their pledge that wherever a railway would
pay they would be prepared to consider
it; and I can state that,if the Government
would construct the six or eight miles of
railway to which I have referred, it would
be an inexpensive work, it would enable
a timber company to put on thirty or
forty hands, and the gentleman who owns
the sawmill will take care that the railway
will pay, and has offered to give a cash
deposit to a large amount as a guarantee
that interest, sinking fund, and working
cost would be provided for hy the revenue
resulting, The hon. member who has just
spoken has not such a commercial bait to
put before the Premier as this. I know
that the line will pay. I have nointerest
in it. I merely wish to provide for the
farmers in the South-Western district the
best market they possibly could have, by
inducing the erection of sawmills all along
the line. That railway has been refused ;
and, so far as I can see, the railway that
the hon. member for Coclgardie advocates
stands a very good chance of being refused
too.

Tere PREMIER (Right Hon. 8ir
J. Forrest): 1 am opposed to private
members trying to interfere with the
financial business of the country. The
member for Coolgardie should not, at
the present fime at any rate, have
moved his motion. I believe there are a
good many people living about what is
called Cane Swamp and near Mount
Burges, and that the mines there are
turning out well. As time goes on they
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will, perhaps, justify the construction of
a rallway; but I am not prepared to
admit at the present moment that they
are languishing for the want of one.
There is no objection on the part of the
Government to tramways being con.
structed about any part of the goldﬁelds
Tt seems to me that the best course for
the hon. mewmber to pursue is to state the
case as he has done, and to urge it upon
the Government in every constitutional
way. I hope before the House eets
again to have an opportunity of visit-
ing the district and seeing the locality;
and, if the finances justify it, no
one will be more pleased than myself
to give better means of transit to so
important an industry as that of the gold
mines. [ thoroughly understand that it
is a great advantage to gold mines to he

counected with a railwuy, especially if the .

ores are refractory, and have to be taken to
some distance to be treated. T do not
know whether the ores
referred to by the member for Coolgardie
are of that character. If they are, of
course the case is stronger.

Mz. Moragaws: 100 tons a day could
be dealt with, if they had a railway.

Tae PREMIER: The hon. member
has made out a very good case, and one
thatwill receive theattention of the Govern-
ment, now that it is put prominently
brought before them. The Government
have koown all along that there was a
great demand for railway communication
between Coolgardie and Mount Burges,
and especially the Twenty-five Mile.
These districts bave heen asking for a
railway for a long while past. I am quite
aware that a very important part of the
goldfields would be opened up by the
construction of a railway in that direction;
but the demands for one have not been
considered so urgently pressing as those
from other parts of the fields. The trunk
lines have not gone in that direction.
the (Fovernment have been able to do, so
far, on the goldfields, with one or two ex-
ceptions, has been to build trunk lines,
and we have not as yet been able to give
a line to every centre. It could hardly be
expected as yet that every centre should
have a railway. Carting must be done

for some time, and, especially if they

have the assistance of tramways, people
will be able to get along pretty well.
There is no provision on the Estimates
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in the mines .
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* for the construction of this line, nor is
there any money available at the present
moment, Before the Government could
coustruct this railway we would have to
pass a Bill—which might not take long
—Dbut we would have to provide funds,

, which we are unable at present to do. I

assure the member for Coolgardie that

I will not lose sight of what he has said.

Between bow and the time the House

meets again the matter will be considered,

and if after that the Government think
it is an expense we can properly recom-
mend, and the finances justify it, I shall

. be very glad to move in the direction

desired. More T am unable to say.

Mer. MORGANS: After the assurances
of the right hon. the Premier I desire to
ask permission to withdraw the motion
{ standing in my name. T eonsider it is a
guestion of vital importance, and one
worthy of the Premier's best considera-
tion ; but I cannot expect that it will be
dealt with immediately,

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

The Speager left the Chair at 625
, pm.

I The Speaker resumed the Chair at

730 p.m.

EARLY CLOSING BILL.

AMENDMENT ON REPORT.

The Bill having been reported with
| amendments,
Clause 18:
M=r. JAMES (in charge of the Bill)
- moved, as an amendment, that the words
“and employees,” in line 6, be struck
out. This was simply a formal altera-
tion.
Put and passed.
Report, with the further amendment,
adopted.

THIRD BEADING.

On the motion of Mgr. James, the Bill
was read a third time, and transmitted to
the Legislative Couneil.

ANNUAL ESTEMATES.

Further consideration in Committee of
Supply.

Poprric WorRES DEPARTMENT
{Director, Hon. F. H. Piesse).
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GENERAL STATEMENT. b £650,708, or a total of £1,289,209,
Vote— Public Works, £474,454 1s. 83, For the year 1896-7, the amount

Tae DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS said: It is not wy intention to
detain the House long in connection with
the statement I intend making in regard to
the Public Works Department; but T
desire to touch upon most of the watters
of importance to the House, and ufter-
wards, when the items are under discus-
sion, I shall probably bLe able to deal with
any specific itens, and to ygive any infor-
mation concerning it which may be
required. My reason for not dealing with
this department as fully as I dealt with
the railways is that many of the subjects
in connection with the public works bave
already been dealt with by the Premier
in his Financial Statement, wherein he
referred to so many of the works in course
of erection fthroughout the length and
breadth of the colony. Consequently, in
again alluding to these different works, I
can only touch upon them in a general
way, because a great deal of informution
has already been given concerning theuw,
when the different items have been under
consideration in this House.

Last Year's Expenditure,

I should first like to allude to the large
amount of business which hasheen done by
the Public Works Department during the
past year. The gross expenditure for the
year has amounted to £2,325474, of
which £1,519,995 was defrayed from loun
funds, and £805,479 from consolidated
revenue. This has been distributed
under the varions heads of departmental,
railways and tramways, harbour and
river improvements, telegraph lines,
public buildings, water supply and
sewerage in towns, water conservation
and stock routes, voads and bridges, and
boring for coal and miscellaneous works.
Hon. members will learn from the returns
laid before them in my report, that the
expenditure for public works in 189%6-7
has reached the highest amount which
the expenditure of this department hus
ever attained in the colony. For the year
1893-4, the expenditure from revenue was
£68,163; from loan, £683,563 ; or a total
of £751,726. For 1894-5, it had risen
to £145,287 from revenue, and £611,273

—— - e —a

from loan, totalling £756,560. For last -

year, 1895-6, the amount spent out of
revenue was £638,501, and from loan

expended from revenue was £805,479,
and from loan £1,519,995, or a total
of  £2,325 474, This is  doubtless
a very lurge umount, and of course, as
I meuntioned just wow, it has been dis-
tributed throughout the whole of the
volony, and hag been u necessary result of
the great development which has taken
place consequent upon the progress of
the goldfields and upon the remarkable
prosperity enjoyed by other districts of
the colony. The total expenditure for
lust year exceeded that of 1895-6 hy no
less a sum than £1,036,265. The figures
I will give disclose the classes of works
on which this increased expenditure has
been incurred, which are as follow :—
On raiiways and tramways, the expendi-
ture for 1896-7 was £1,136,137, being an
inereased expenditure over the year
1895-6 of £589,589. On harbours and
river improvements, the amount ex-
pended for 1896-7 was £311,662. That
is an increaged expenditure over the pre-
vious vear of £102,796. Ou public build-
ings, the expenditure was £410,490,
or an increase over 1895-6 of £214,357.
On roads and bridges there was
spent £159,755, or an increase over
the previous year of £78,903. I would
like to point out also that the borrowed
money which has been expended on the
publi¢ works of the colony up to the 30th
June last amounts in the aggregate to
£5,543,044, which has been distributed
over large works throughout the colony,
of which the principal are railways and
tramways, which have £3,743,830. Next
come harbour and river improvements,
£812.498. Then we have telegraph lines,
£307,829; and you will notice that the
amount expended on public buildings has
ouly been £131,778; and I think the
country is to be congratulated on this, for
the reason that it shows that a very small
sun, proportionately, has been expended
out of loan upon public buildings. The
public buildings throughout the colony,
with the exception of those included i
this item, have been constructed out of
consolidated revenue. Ou stock routes
and water conservation we have expended
£251,853; for roads and bridges we
spent £118,997; and on water supply
and sewerage for towns, £16,801; and
there is a iscellangous expenditure of
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£159,958, making up the toial 1 have
previously mentioned of £5,543,044. For
this colony that is, of course, a large loan
expenditure; but I think we may point
to the fact that the expenditure upon
railways, which I have mentioned as
something over 3§ illions, has proved
one of the best investments that the colony
could wake, openiug up, as it has done, 2
large area of country, incinding the gold.-
fields, and extending to those fields the
convenience of railway traffic, which is so
necessary for their development.

Eremantle Harbour Works,

Having dealt with the figures which [
have mentioned as expenditure, I would
now like to deal with the principal works
which have been carried out during the
year, or which are in course of construe-
tion; and first of all I will deal with the
Fremantle Harbour Works. These, T
think, are among the greatest works we
are now undertaking, because they are of
such interest and importance to thecolony;
and although very great progress was
made during the year 1895-6, still more
rapid progress has been made during the
pust year. In fact, the work has been
pushed ahead with such rapidity that the
harbour has heen made use of some
eighteen mouths sooner than was antici-
pated last year. I may say that, during
the past year, in consequence of the great
demand for wharfage at Fremantle, and
of the increase m the number of ships
which arrived at the port, it was found
necessary to ake some provision for ac-
commodating shipping by expediting the
unloading of the cargo from such vessels ;
and the Government deemed it expedient
to push on with greater rapidity the works
in connection with this harbour. First
of all there was the deepening of the
harbour, which was accelerated by the
addition of the two dredges which
were put te work there. The dredge
Fremantle, which has come out recently,
has got into working order, and there
was also the dredge ** Premier,” previously
at Albany, which has done very great

the river, and has reclaimed a large
block of land
utilised for the purposes of our Fremantle
rallway yard. T have previously placed
before hon. members a map showing the
progress made in connection with the
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which has since been |
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Fremantle harbour works; and it will be
noticed on reference to that map that a
depth of 25ft. has been dredged through-
out the greater portion of the entrance,
and that 20ft. has been dredged over the
whole length of the quay completed to
date. The whole of that structure, which
is now completed, reaches the very
respectable length of 3,160 feet, and in
addition to this the total length piled is
1,295 feet ; consequently wehave had sowe-
thing over 4,000 feet of quay constructed
or nearly completed at Fremantle. I would
point out that this has been nde use of
by various vessels which have from time
to time entered the harbour. The first oc-
casion on which a steamship entered the
harbour at Fremantle was on the 4th of
May last, when the “ Sultan” took up
her berth alongside the quay. Since that
time the harbour has been used by a
number of deep-sew vessels, of which I
may mention the “Cornwall,” which is
one of the lurgest carrying ships which
has ever come to Western Australia.
The total length of this vessel is 430 feet,
“with a. width of 54 feet, and a depth of
32 feet, and a gross burden of 5,489 tons.
This vessel, compared with some of the
larger P. & Q. steaners of recent con-
struction, 13z of no great size; bui it
compares most favourably with the type
of vessel which has been touching at
Albany for many years past, pointing to
the fact that, if the restrictions which
have been placed on these vessels enter-
ing the port were removed, we should
very shortly be able to accommodate
veseels of the mail-boat type within the
river. The expenditure in connection
with the wharf up to date—I am giving
these figures because they do not appear
in the report placed before hon. members
—1is £52,658, and the cost per foot of the
construction has been £10 17s. 6d. This,
compared with the contract which was let
for the thousand-foot wharf constructed
by McDowell on the north mole, is about
12s. under that contract price. And,
when we take inte consideration the fact

» that the wharf constructed on the south
service in c¢onnection with the sand i

quay is wider than that at the north mele,
and also that it is of very much greater
strength, T think it speaks favourably for
the economy which has been practised by
the department in conneciion with this
great work. The total quantity of rock

! removed from the Fremantle harbour up



1128 Annuwal Eslimales :

to the present time is 617,420 cubic
yards; and the total guantity of sand re-
moved is 1,340,177 cubic yards. The
total expenditure for the year in con-
nection with the Fremantle harhour
works has been £210,175. '

Mr. Simeson: Is that out of loan

funds ?
Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: Yes; the whole of that isout

of loan funds—not out of ordinary re-
venue.

Mg. Simesox: It will be considered
when the loan fund is discussed ?

Tae DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
‘WORKS: Yes, of course, it is a public
work, and T shall deal with the loan
items afterwards, unless you wish to have
them specially dealt with. I would like
also to mention that the wharf is now
being made use of at Fremantle for the
loading of timber vessels. These vessels
are now taking in timber at the wharf in
addition to the steamers. 1 am just
mentioning these figures to show the
pgreat work that is being done. Hon,

members must recognise that although &

commencement was made on the 28th
of August last year with this quay, we
have succeeded m putting in this large
amount of work, to accommeodate so
many vessels which are seeking the
benefit of the harbour. We are con-
structing a slip to clean the two dredges,
instead of sending them to Melbourne as
we had to do before. This caused a delay
of some months, in addition to the great
expense entailed and the loss of time. In
the construction of the dock the machinery
belonging to the slip, and which cost
£6,000, will be used. I have been asked
the question why the Government has not
commenced the construction of this dock.
This cannot be done until the dredging
is further completed. This year has beena
record year for the construction of bridges.
We have had many bridges placed on
the Estimates and not completed, and they
have been carried over from year to year ;
but by the energy displayed by the En.
gineer-in-Chief, all the bridges, except
the bridge at Guildford, have been con-
structed. A temporary bridge has been
erected at North Fremantle, and that will
serve the purpose until a permanent
bridge bas been constructed. This tem-

[ASSEMBLY.)

porary bridge had to be put up in conse- .

quence of the reports reccived as to the

Public Works.

stability of the bridge. It was pronounced
by engineers to be fanlty, and the Govern-
ment have decided to erect a temporary
bridge at North Fremantle until it is
possible Lo construct a pertnanent one.
With regard to the permanent structure,
if hon. members turn to the report of the
Public Works Department, they will find
a complete statement as to what the en-
gineer proposes should be done in connee-
tion with this bridge. The engineer’s
report has not vet been confirmed by the
Government. It iz omly an estimate
prepared by the engineer, showing what
can be done as to the bridging of the
river at, North Fremantle. Provision has
been made for a swing, and T think this
will be found to be necessary, taking in
view the fact that in time the vessels
will be coming up the river, prohably to
Perth. It will be necessary then also to
deal with the railway bridges.

Roads and Bridges.

As to roads and bridges generally, this
year I introduced a Bill dealing with roads
and bridges; but owing unfortunately
to some misunderstanding between the
Lands Department and the Works De-
partment concerning this Bill, it lhas
not reached that stage T hoped it would
have reached. I hope next session to re-
intreduce the Bill with some medifi-
cations. Then I think T must have
inserted in it a clause providing for the
auditing of accounts. It seems to me
that the present system of administration
in connection with the roads and bridges
is a very questionable one indeed. Since
I have adininistered the departinent, 1
have had endless trouble with the finances
of the roads Dboards. Already the
roads boards have power under the
existing Act to elect an auditor, and the
resident magistrate of the district is also
an auditor to act on behalf of the
Government. We must remember that
although there is not much faunlt to find
with the way in which the work is done
by the resident magistrate or the auditors,
there is not that examination or care
given in auditing these accounts that 1s
really o necessary. What I wish to see
done next year i1s to have an auditor
appointed attached to the Public Works
Department, or the Treasury—I do not
care which, so long as an auditor is ap-
pointed —whose duty it shall be to audit
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the accounts in conjunction with an l will

auditor appointed by the district, or ex-
clusively by the public anditor. Although
I do not wish now to comment on the
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be required for the work,

i it will have to be provided for under
" Loan Act

way in which the roads board funds have |

been expended, I must say that if greater
supervision were given, and more care
shown in the audit, it would have a
beneficial effect on the expenditure of the
roads board funds.

Mg. Donrery: What about the ap-
pointment of a supervisor over the works?

Tz
WORKS: That is not material vet.
Many roads hoards have carried out their
work well. 1If we go into the question of
appointing Govermment supervisors, and
say that the roads hourds shall construct
their roads on certain principles, it will
end in some amount of trouble. I
admit that svome of the money is
wasted, but on the whole the work is
very satisfactorilv done by the hoards,
and it is done much cheaper than the
Public Works Department is ever likely
to do it. I think that these boards have
such a knowledge of the local sur-
roundings, and by their methods of
calling for tenders locally, and dealing
with matters in that way. they get the
work done cheaper than we could get it
done,

Seweerage and Water Supply.

Witk regard to sewerage and water
supply, I mentioned a few evenings
a4go, just casually in speaking on the
natter in another way, that a report had
been made by M. Na.pler Bell on the
sewerage of Perth and Fremantle. The
Government has received the report, and
has sent it on to the engineers for their
reports upou it. Mr. Hodgson, in charge
of the sewerage, has obtained some neces-
sarv information in connection with sur-

Boring for Water,
I regard to Loring for water throughout
the country, I am aware that it is
bardly news to say that the COOIg"I]"d.IE

' dmmond drill lias reached the depth it

DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC .

vevs, which T hoped to have had in a .

report in my hands by this tine: but I
heard from him yesterday, and he hopes
to let me have his report on the Perth
scheme next week. As to the report
about Fremaatle, we shall not be able to
get that for some time. As to sewerage
generally, that subject T shall not deal
with. The Governmeni have no intention
of dealing with it, until we can go into
the mnatter more fullr. We have not
now sufficient money to carrv out the
work. and as a large amount of money

* bore.

was proposed to go, 3,000 feet, und the
work has been stopped, and the whole of
the plant taken down. It will remain at
Coolgardie for some time, until the Gov-
ernment decide where to send it for
future work. The Government do not
intend in fugure putting down bores in
any part of the yoldfields districts, unless
favourableopinions are given by geologists
as to the boring. We have had a test at
Coolgardie, which was made in opposition
to the opinions of all weologists. It was
made in accordance with the wish of
Parliament and to satisfy this House.
This work at Coolgardie iz quite an
achievement in boring to such a depth
through granite without dificulty. Of
conrse there are deeper bores, but few
bores have been put down in so short a
time as this has been, through granite,
It was quite expected that the bore would
not be able to go more than three feet a
day in the granite, and I believe it was
expected that it would take another year
to complate the work; but I am glad to
inform hon. members that we huve suc-
ceeded in boring to the depth a year
gooner than it was anticipated. This, of
course, is o great saving to the country.

MRr. Smmpsow: Who selected the site
of the Coolgardie bore ?

Tee DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: Mr. Hector, for the reason
that the geologists would not point out
any site. The geologists said the only
way to find out a place to put down a
bore was to fake a camel and put a blind-
folded man on its back, and where the
camel stopped, there to put down the
That is the advice they gave, and
it shows the idea they have of the prob-
ability of obtaining artesian water on the
Coolgardie goldfields.

Mgr. Srupsox: Did not the geologist of
South Awustralia give some idea about
subterranean water?

Tee DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: He did; but we knew sub-
terrnnean water existed. Tt had been
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proved by the amount obtained from
these subterranean supplies. A large
amount of work hag also been carried out
by the Water Supply Department. Wells
have been sunk right away to Wyndham,
with one exception right in the northern
portion of the country. Those who wish
now to travel through the country will be
able to get through with a good supply
of water. Tt wae pot an easy matter to
travel through before. The stock routes
have been opened up and placed under
Government vontrol. A supervisor has
been given so many wells on the route to
look after. It is preferable to do this
rather than to put the route under roads
boards. Although the roads boards have
done their best, they have not looked
after the work as they might have doue;
and the Goverment decided, as so much
money had been expended in this divec-
tion, to place men in charge of the
wells, so that at anv time repairs were
required these men could effect them.

Railway Constriction.

With regard to railway construction
throughout the country, the works in con-
nection with the different lines are in
progress. The Mullewa-Cue line bas not
made the progress that was expected
owing to floods, which were referred to in
this House the other evening, and u lot
of extra work will be necessary in counse-
quence. An arrangement has been made
with the contractor by which he will run
a train & day each way except Monday,
and will carry all goods and pussengers
at a specified rate.  The reason why he
will not run a train both ways on Mon-
day is because there will be no train to
meet him on that day. I hope the
arrangement will prove satisfactory. The
people in the district would prefer that
the Government should take over the
line, but it would not do for both the
Government and the contractor to be in
possession of the line together. The
contractor is under a heavy penalty to
maintain the line for a further period,
and the Government will take up the
running in July.  Everything has been
satisfactorily arranged. The Collie Rail-
way is in progress, and the Covern-
ment hope to take that over at the
end of February. That is 181 miles
long, und nearly the whole of the
line has been ballasted. The Donny-
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brook-Bridgetown railway has been con-
structed. The railway from Perth to the
rucecourse has been completed, ae also
the bridge across the river, and the line
was used for the first time at the last
meeting, It is hoped this will be a
very great convenience to the people visit-
ing the racecourse. The Bunbury race-
course line is also completed at a cost of
£2,000 or £3,000. The EKalgoorlie-
Boulder railway is near completion. It
is hoped that this railway will give
w fairly good return for the money ex-
pended.

Mr. VosrEr: Better than the Bunbury
raceconrse

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: I think so. The Menzies
railway is also in progress. The rails
have been laid beyond Bardoe, and will
reach Menzies about April, when the
Government will take up the running,
The line will be a great convenience to
that important district. The Kanowna
wilway has Dbeen put in hand, and the
rails are laid for some 12 miles, and
carrying goods and passengers to that
town. This work is very much appre-
ciated. The discovery of gold at Kanowna,
has been aw incentive to the contractors
to carry out the work quicker than they
would have done. 'The Greenhills railway
(York) is under coustruction, and will be
completed about the middle of the year.
The time given for the carrying out of
the Kanowna railway is nine mouths from
date of signing the contract, so that it
will be in the hands of the contractors
another five wmonths, when it will be
talken over by the Government. The
contract time for the Menzies railway was
fifteen months, and as about eleven
months have expired, that will be taken
over by the Government in another four
wonths. Both these works are expected
to be fully completed before the expirvation
of their contract dates. The survey for
the Goomalling railway has been com-
pleted, but that of the Pinjarrah-
Marradong has not Dbeen completed,
as there has been a difficulty in finding a
suitable route through the hills. Several
routes have been tried and have not
proved satisfactory. Recent reports show
that a later trial has been more sucessful,
and that a better route has been found,
so that I hupe soon to hear that that
line has been commenced. '
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Derth Markets and Coul Storage.

The Perth markets Lave been opened
and leased to the city council, and they
have been occupied, but the rents have
been so great as to be detrinental, both
to the interests of the ecity council and
all those who intended to ocoupy the
market. T was informed that an auction
was held in connection with the letting
of the stalls, and T then expressed my
surprise to find thal the rents offered for
stalls were so excessive. Knowing what
these people could afford to pay, I quite
expected the result that has happened. I
have heard that the rents have heen since
reduced. The cool-storage buildings in
Perth have heen completed and are oceu-

pied. T am sorry to say that, up to the

present, they have not been made use of
so much as we anticipated by people
sending produce from the country dis-
tricts, but the space is being gradually
taken up, and I think in time the coun-
try people will find it to their advantage
to send down produce to be put in the
cool-storage chambers. At present milk
is the principal article sent in.  This will,
no doubt, become in time s great irade.
The building has more than paid its way
up to the present, because I have been
making use of the place for storing
different, things, and it has been extremely
serviceable. A large quantity of frozen
products, for which we were paying £80
or £90 a week, have been stored there.

A MemBEr: Imported?

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WOREKS: Yes; principally imported.
The buiMing will, no doubt, be for some
time made use of for that purpose. .

Mz. Huspre: And local people ure
unable to make use of it!

Taee DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
‘WORKS : We have been advertising for
some weeks to let the rooms, and only
vesterday the manager told me that there
was a roon vacant. It depends on what
space you want as to whether you can be
accommodated. I offered to lease the
spaces and reserve six rooms for the pub-
lic. Now,T find the local people want to
make use of them, and complain because
they cannot get what they want. It is
the dog in the manger all over again.

Architectural Branch,
Tast year I spoke of the work of the
Architectural division. I said it was my
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intention during the coming year to re-
organise it. T admit that there are some
very guud architects in the department,
but they wre not all us practical as they
might he.  We wunt someone with prac-
tical ideas to keep them in order. The

" designs are, as a rule, too elaborate, and

enta1l too much expense in the carrying
out. Everyome wants to show himself a
Sir Christopher Wren. On the whole,
however, I think the men are doing their
work very satisfuctorily,  Although Mr.
Bell is an engineer, he has had consider-
able experience in this class of work. He
has as good a reputation as any architect
in Australia, and he has doune very good
service to this country. By the system I

‘havé adopted, we aresaving. The Public

Works Departmentisagreat money-spend-
ing department, and the way to save money
in this department is to have designs
economically prepared. But an officer in
charge of the Architectural division stood
aghast when 1 told him to prepare some
standard designs. He said he would not
like to see the same designs used all over
the country—he believed in change. He
waag in the habit of changing his designs
very often, and put the country to a very
cousiderable expense. We are lucky to
have a good man in charge of the Archi-
tectural division. The men in that division
have done their work very zealously
during the past year. A number of de-
sighs have lLeen prepared which were
never made use of, and for which there-
fore I have nothing to show; Lut, taking
the expenditure during the year, hon,
members will ind that the percentage of
cost to the administration has been nnder
G per cent., including everything eonnected
with the preparation of designs, construc-
tion, and the working of the department.

Mr. Georoi: I thought it was 2 per
cent.

Tae DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: We are taking things into
consideration we never took before. We
are also preparing designs to standard
which will save the country thousands of
pounds. The standard designs include
school buildings, police stations, post and
telegraph offices, country hospitals and

. other buildings of that character, and

with standard specifications, estimates,
quantities and drawings ready for the
contractor, it will readily be seen the
saving and benefit which must accrue.
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Centralising the Offices.

There is little for me to add, except in
regard to departmental questions gener-
ally. 'The centralisation of the depart-
ment has been alluded to in the report of
the Under Secretary. The present decen-
tralisation of the Public Works Depart-
ment is one of our greatest drawbacks.
If the department could be centralised in
one building, so that all the officers could
be under direct control, with the advan-
tages of inter-commnunication, the expenses
of management could be lessened by at
least 30 per cent. When the country can
afford it—which I hope will be in a short
time—the Government hope to be able to
erect. a block of buildings in the city,
possibly on the land secured in St. (reorge’s
Terrace, to serve not only the Public
Works Department, but also the Lands
‘Department. At present these depart-
ments are scattered throughout the eity,
and great difficulty is experienced in
working them. Their decentralisation
necessitates the repetition of record and
other officers; whereas, if the work was
all carried on in one building, the depart-
ment, could be administered much more
effectively.

Coolgardie Water Scheme.

During the year the Engineer-in-Chief
has visited England in connection with
the Coolgardie water scheme, and the in-
terim report prepared by the commission
appointed to inquire into the scheme
i England has been placed before this
House, and another report will follow
shortly. This matter of the Coolgardie
_water schemne is still receiving attention,
and, when the Estimates eome up, it will
be found that £50,000 has been put down
for the purpose of commencing the work.
Immediately the Government are ready
to commence with the work, I am ready
with the plans for the reservoir north of
Smith’s MiJl. It may be said that the
sum put on the Estimates is not large, but
there remains a good deal to be done yet
in the way of inquiry. The class of
pumps and piping and other necessary
things have'yet to be definitely settled.

Mr. Smpson: That is what you told
us twelve months ago.

Tue DIRECTCR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: The work cannot be proceeded
with, or anything done in the way of
ordering material, until the matter of
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punaps and pipes has been settled. Im-
mediately this is decided, the work can be
proceeded with.

Mr. Voseer: Is Smith's Mill on the
watershed of the dam ?

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WQORKS: The watershed reserve is one
of the very best that can be obtained.
There are very few residents there, and
when the dam is erected it will mean the
backing of water for a distance of about
eight miles. That is an immense voluine
of water; and every protection from
pollution will be given to the catchment
area.

Mr. Smmesox: Have you any idea
when you will really begin the work ?

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: We have no idea. We may
commence almost at once, or in a fortnight
or six weeks. It is difficult for me to
deal with the matter of Public Works,
for the reason that so much of it has
already been discussed. From time to
timne T have answered questions on the sub-
ject, and, in addition, the Premier has
dealt with it fully in his Budget speech,
when he touched on many of the publie
works of importance throughout the
country.

Pressure of Work in the Department.

The late abnormal condition of affairs
has meant a large expenditure of money
throughout the country, and it has also
meant that we have not had time to look |
after many matters in connection with
administration. We have had to go ahead
at a great rate, to meet the demands cast
on ug for public works from Wyndham
in the North te Eucla in the South.

Mr. Vosper : Especially in the North.

Tug DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: Yes; and also to the Bast,
as the hon. member for North-East
Coolgardie well knows. If the hon.
member looks at the map, he will find
it dotted all over with works done by the
Water Supply Department, works which
have been of great benefit in opening up
the goldfields.

Officers and Salaries.

The staff of the department have had to
work under enormous difficulties, but have
succeeded in carrying out their duties satis-
factorily. Although it may be said that
the officers are paid to do their work, still,
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it must be admitted, it has been a trying
time for everyone of them during the
past year. The whole of the staff have
conducted themselves and responded in a
way which is most gratifving to the
Government. With a few exceptions, T
am impressed with the energy displayed
by most of the engineers, who have gone
into their work with zest. I hope thatwhen
hon. members are dealifig with the Esti-
mates, they will remember that many of
the officers of this department are only
temporarily employed. Salaries may, in
some instances, appear larger than some
hon. members may deem advisable; but
it must be remembered that if an engi.
neer is engaped to come here at a salary
of £700 a year, he is subject to 2 month’s

notice, and may be dlspeused with at any
time when the work is completed. These
temporary people occupy an uncertain
position, and the small increases which
have been proposed for them should cer-
tainly be given.

GENERAL DEBATE.

Mr. LEAKE said he understood it
was the wish of the Government to clear
the Notice Paper of some unimportant
business, and he suggested that progress
be reported.

Tae Premier: The proposal of the
hou. member for Albany would not assist
the Government.

Mkr. Sisreson: Why not resume the
discussion on the “tick” question ?

Tue PREMIER said hie was not pre-
pared to go on with the adjourned debate
on the tick question that night, because
members interested were not present.
He was, however, prepared to meet the
convenience of hon. members, and would
be glad to arrange a day when the ad.
journed debate could be resumed.

Me. Leake: The adjourned debate on
the tick motion could be taken on the
following day.

Tee PREMIER : That conld nodoubt |

be arranged, but the other motions on
the Notice Paper were not pressing, He
was sure the hon. member for North-

East Coolgardie would not be so un-

reasonable as to ask that the motions in

his name should be taken that night, °

The Estimates should now be proceeded
with, and an arrangement could be made
for the motions of the hon. member for
North-East Coolgardie to be dealt with
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at another sitting. Hon. members had
conie that night prepared to discuss the
Estimates.

Me. VOSPER: So far as he was per-
sonally concerned, it was a matter of
indifference to him whether his motions
were taken that night or at the following
sitting.

M=z. LEAKE said that, under the ecir-
cumstances, he would waive any objection
to the discussion on the Estimates being
proceeded with. This he thought was
the proper time for him, with a view pos-
sibly to accentuate the general discussion,
to move an amendment to this vote. He
moved, “That the vote be reduced
by £25,000.” Hon. members would per-
ceive that this motion would not neces-
sarily upset the Works policy of the
Government, but it might necessitate the
dropping out of their Estimates of a few
of what might be regarded as the less
necessary works. When it was considered
that the Commissioner of Railways had
ander his control for this year over a
million of money, his financial arrange-
ments could not be upset by depriving him
of £25,000; and his (Mr. Leake's) pro-
posal was not to deprive the country of
the benefit of that expenditure, but to
let a most deserving branch of the publie
service-—the Lands Department—have
an opportunity of spending this money.
The Lands Department, ag hon. members
were convinced some short time ago, had
been practically starved to feed thisdepart-
ment of railways and works, and he asked
the committee to support this amendment,
in order that the settlement on the land
should proceed with the greatest pos-
sible despatch. The country was wun-
fortunately threatened with an invasion of
rabbits from the South Australian side,
and there were other matters of im.
portance which required the attention of
the Commissioner of Crown Lands, who
had told the House that the Estimates
had been cut down, and that he was
forced to reduce his expenditure to the
disadvantage of his administration.
Therefore the committee would aet
wisely in accepting the statement of the
Premier that the advancement of the
lands policy of the Government was of
paramount hmportance, and in assisting
the Government to the extent of £25,000
in carrying out that policy. This proposal
would not even necessitate any delay,
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because the Government, backed by the
expression of opinion of the committee,

could take the amount from the public |
l show as cash what was cash, and not
vote, apportion it in such a manner as the '
| garded as money.

works estimates, and, by a supplemental

Commissioner of Lands might suggest.

[ASSEMBLY.)
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Tue PreEmier: What alteration did

the hon. member propose ?
Mg. LEAKE : The Government should

tenpenny nails, which -could not be re-
The title of the

The Auditor General's report, which had | account read, *“ Balance-sheet of the cash

been presented somewhat late in the
session, threw a still stronger light on the
financial muddle into which the Govern -
ment appeared to have got themselves;
for whereas it was pointed out by the
Opposition, and indecd admitted by the
Government, that the vaunted cash
balance of £315,362 4s. 7d. consisted
chiefly of goods

Toe Premigr: The Government said
nothing about a cash balance.

Mr. LEAKE: It was evident that he
would have to refer to the Premier’'s own
papers, wherein would be found the expres-
sion, ‘‘estimated revenue.” Now a revenue
meant money —not wheelbarrows and
shovels. Then camme the item, ¢ credit
balance, 30th June, 1897,:£315,362 4s. 7d."

Tre PrEMIER: It did not say “cash
balance,” did it ?

Mr. LEAKE: But the Government
had treated it as cash. It wus in the
receipts and expenditure, whereas, as
a matter of fact, it was lurgely represented
by railway material and other stock at
Fremantle. So far from being cash, the
greater part of it was railway property,
which must come into use almost im-
mediately, and which woreover repre-
sented money voted on previous occasions.
If we had to realise upon that stock,
what would it bring to-day ! Would a
contractor take payment in nails, or
timber, or other material ?

Tue PrEmier: When drawing up a
balance-sheet, it was necessary to include
the assets.

Mr. LEAKE: There could be no
objection to the item being shown as an
asset; but, although it was not in use,
that fact could not alter its character.
It consisted of goods, and there was no
getting away from it. He had been
leading up to this point.

Ture Premizr: A very stale one.

Mgr. LEAKE: It would never get

stale in this Parliament until the Gov-
erument consented to alter the system,

heads of Ministers the necessity for an
alteration.

and his object was to drive into the ' dehit of about £385,000.

transactions of Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment.” That undoubtedly meant cash.
On the credit side was found the item,
“By stores on hand to be charged to
departments when issued for consump-
tion, £700,307 12s5. 1d.” Those were
Goverument assets shown in the cash
balance-sheet as actual cash, yet here we
had the admission that they were stores.
How could it be said that this was
available cash for revenue purposes?

Tre Premier: The actual cash in
hand at the end of every quarter was
clearly shown,

Mr. ILLINGWORTH : item of
stores had no business the cash
balance sheet.

The PremrEr: The hon, member was
undoubtedly a great financier, while the
Ministers were not.

Me., LEAKE : That was the point,
The Opposition knew that Mimsters
were not great financiers, and therefore
wished to teach them something. In
the Government Storekeeper's report,
page 6, that officer said :—

The balance of stock on hand on #0th June,
asper ‘'reasury statement, was £700,307 128, 1d.
In respect to the increasing balances on hand
each year, I respectfully submit that they
contain stores which should have been used or
not imported, and with a view of assisting to
prevent ennecessary importation 1 wonld wish
to recommend that Store Regulation No. 3 he
enforced, also that the heads of departments
responsible for the indenting of stocks not
drawn from store within a reasonable period
be called upon to state when they arc likely
to use them.

So much for the stores. Not only were
the stores misrvepresented as cash, but
the departinent actually imported stores
that were not required, according to its
own official report. Aud, referring once
more to this item of £700,307 12s. 1d.
represented by stores and shown as cash
in the cash balance-sheet. it would be
found, on analysing the amounts, that
instead of having a real credit cash balance
of £315,362 14s. 7d., there was really a
Such was the
state of the fnances, and if the Govern-
ment could not explain its finances, and

The
in
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allowed itself to be financially muddled

to such an extent as that, the committee
would be perfectly justified in taking

away from the Mmnister responsible for .
the bulk of this stores account the sum .

of £25,000, and giving it to a man who
apparently understood his business and
knew how to spend money.

Tue Premier: The hon. member
would have to get a Message, before he
vould give this money to anyone.

Me. LEAKE: If the vote before the
committee were reduced, the GGovernment
would come down with a Message quickly
enough. At any rate, if they did not,

Public Works. 1135

ing department. He therefore submitted
to the House hiz proposition to rednce the
vote by £25,000.

Tee PREMIER (Right Hou. Sir J.
Forrest) : If the hon. member knew any-
thing of the question, he (the Premier)

. would only be too much obliged to

" him for his suggestions.

they would be refusing to help the best

man they had in their Ministry—the
Commissioner of Crown Lands.
Opposition, at any rate, appreciated the
efforts of that gentleman, and recognised
his ability, and were prepared to help him
to the extent of £25,000. If the Premier
declined to do it, that could not be helped ;
and 1t would not perhaps be the first
timne that the right hon. gentleman had
not supported the other members of his
Ministry. But that was perhaps by the
way.

Tue PrREMIER: Quite so.

Mr. LEAKE: The important point
he wished to emphasise was that there
bad been an over-estimate of the cash in
hand ; that the Government really had not
got the cash represented in the balance
sheet, and yet they were spending
up to the full amouni shown upon
the Estimates. At any rate, they
were treating their stores as cash; and, if
the revenue by the end of the year was
less than was expected, in what position
would the Treasury be? The Govern-
ment ought to thank the Opposition for
making this liberal suggestion to reduce
the Estimates of this spending department
by £25,000. There were 545 items on the
Estimates, varying from £100 up io
£50,000, and surely it would not be diffi-
cult to spread that £25,000 over a. vote of
thatextent. The department could reduce

The -

Because if
hon. members of this House could sug-
gest a way in which the vote could be
reduced by £25,000, without doing injury
to the colony, all he could say was that
he would be much obliged to them. And
not only by £25,000, but by £125,000.
Suppose the vote were carried, and the
Government reduced the amount by
£25,000, how was it to be distributed
throughout the 500 items? The Govern-
ment would have to go back and re-

. distribute the amount, because the items

T oseem

a great number of those items, and not :

feel the loss.
to emphasise their disapproval of the
financial methods of the Government, and
to let the Commissioner of Railways and
Director of Public Works know that he
would no longer be allowed to play ducks
and drakes with the revenue; and they
wanted, moreover, to assist a well-deserv-

He wished the committee -

were in the Appropriation Bill for the
information of hon. members of the
other House, and the Government would
have to go back and adjourn the
debate to rearrange the Public Works
Estinate, sv as to reduce it by
the £25.000. No doubt the Government
eould succeed in doing that, but he did
not kuow that the Government would
succeed in doing 1t in the best interests
of the colony. Hon. members did not
to think that the Government
had gone through the items several
times before they were luid before the
committee. He (the Premier) bad dealt
with them a good many timnes, and cut
down a good many items; and the
Director of Public Works had been wrged
by him, not once or twice but a dozen
times, to cut down the Estimates, as it
was necessary to do so in order to get a
balance. He (the Premier} would not
be so unjust as to suggest that the
Government should strike out all the
items that belonged to the hon. member's
(Mr. Leake's) district, or some other
member’s district. Suppose the Govern-
ment took them fromn the district of the
wember for the Mwray—[M=r. GEORGE:
Then there would be a row]—or from
the district of the member for Cen-

. tral Murchison, or some other place:

he did not think those hon. members
would be satisfied. Of course it wounld
be furthest from his (the Premier’s)
desire to do anything of the sort. The
proper course to pursue was to deal with
each item, and if the leader of the Oppo-
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sition or any hon. member could suggest '
where an itetn could be struck out or re-
duced, after having heard the explanation
of the Minister of that department, then
the committee could strike 1t out. He did
not want to spend sixpence that could be
saved; but members must not go like a
bull at a gate, and knock off £25,000 with-
out considering who was to be injured and
what was to be the result. That course
would not suggest itself to anyone who
had the interests of the country at heart.
The items were brought up in detail, so
that hon. members could criticise and, if
necessary, reduce them. It would be
quite pa,rlmmenta.ry if hon. members said,
‘ Here are so many thousand pounds for
the Public Works Department:
not going to give vou that amount:
we will reduce it by £25000; but
you may spend the balance in any way
you like” —that would be parliamentary,
because the amount would appear on the
Appropriation Act as a lump sum, and
the Minister wonld have to do the best he
could with it.  But were the committee
gotng to hand over half a million to a
Minister—he (the Premier) would not do
it if he were on the other side of the |
House——without saying what it was going
to be spent upon? The hon. member
(Mr. Leake), in dealing with the Public
Works Estimates, took upon himself to
bring up the question of the way in which
the Government kept the publu, acconnts,
He (the Premier) was not an accountant,
and was not responsible personally for
the way in which the public accounts
were kept; but he knew they were kept
in the same way as the public aceounts
were kept in South Australia, and the
South Australian system was acknow-
ledged to be the very best in foree in all
the colonies. The South Australian
s_) stem had been reported on and approved

by a_ Royal Commission, which repre-
sented all the colonies, and that commis-
sion reported that the plan adopted in
South Australia was the best. *

Mz. Srvpsox : What was the opinion
of the Engineer-in-Chief about the
accounts ?

Ter PREMIER: The Engineer-in-
Chief thought very well of them. When
first the Engineer-in-Chief came here,
there were some details which he did vot -
approve of, but he came from a more
advanced celony, He (the Premier) might |

[ASBEMBLY.]
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say that he had a very high respect for
' the Engineer-in-Chief as a man who
understood the keeping of accounts, and
he did net think the Engineer-in-Chief
had any word to say against the way in
which the public accounts of this colony
were kept now. It was more in reference
to the Loan Estimates that the opinion
of the Engineer-in-Chief differed from
that expressed by the Treasurer; butnow
there wus a general loan fund, and if the
Engineer was asked his opinion, he (the
Premier) thought he would say that the
book-keeping in the Treasury was satis-
factory.

M=z. Simpson: His evidence was very
strong on the point.

Tee PREMIER: The colony had
advanced a little since then. We were a
progressive people. A pood deal had
heen said about stores being charged as
cash. The system the Government
adopted in this colony was that when
goods were bought in England they were
paid for in cash, and they came ount to
this colony to the Government Store-
keeper, and were not charged against the
Loan votes and the Consolidated Revenue
votes until the goods were used.

M=r. Georet: And meantime they
rusted.

Tre PREMIER: That was a matter
of management. If more goods were
introduced than were wanted, that would
be bad. He was not going to say that
every part of the admimstration had been
perfect all these years. No doubt there
were cases in which goods were indented
to a larger quantity than were required.
He would not say that such a case had
never occurred, buta good deal of care was
now taken to see that goods were not in-
dented unless it was found they were re-
quired for immediate use after arrival.
These goeds came out to the colony, and as
they were used they were charged against
the vote, and the armount of stores repre-
sented so much cash. That was the
system the Government had adopted, and
the balance-sheet, which was not different
from the balance-sheet of any public com-
pany, showed all the assets and liabilities,
and showed the halance to credit or
debit. That was the system adopted by
other institutions, as well as the Govern-
ment. The Government also showed the
amount of cash in hand. Every quarter
anyone could see how the Government
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stood.
it mncluded the deblor and creditor ac-
counts, the balince, and the amount of
cash in hand in London. Take, for
instance, the balance-sheet he had before
him, that for the quarter ending 30th
September, 1897. It showed assets on
the one side, and liabilities on the other.

Mr. Irvivaworti: The Premier
might quote the balance-sheet for the
quarter ending the 30th June.

Tue PREMIER said he had not that
before him, but the one which he had in
hand showed that the amount of cash in
the colony and in London was £574,609
1s. 14.

Mr Innineworth: All of which was
ear-marled.

Tue PREMIER: Never mind; it was
at the disposul of the Treasurer of the
colony. He did not say we had no obli-
gationg, but at the date of the balance-
sheet the money could have been used as
the Government liked.

Me. Sispsox : Did the Premier admit
that the sovereigns were in stores?

Tue PREMIER said he admitted the
balance was in stores, and a good deal
more, too.

M. S1xpson : There were no sovereigns,
but iron rails ?

Tue PREMIER: There were a good
many sovereigns. The stores would be
valued at what the Government had to
pay for them.

Mg InLingworTH: No.

Tee PREMIER: Then some other
system would have to be adopted by the
hon. member when he sat on the Treasury
bench—if ever he did; but he (the
Premier) did not suppose the hon. member
ever would sit there. No doubt the hon.
member would be able to bring all his
experience and knowledge, which he had
gained in another colony, to bear on the
finances of this country. Under the old
system, the stores when brought out were
handed to the department, whether the
department required them or not, and
were charged against the vote. The goods
were shown on the account as stores, but
the Government had to pav for them;
whereas now they were charged against
the vote as the goods were issued. The
old plan did not work well. At present
the Government had an officer who was
responsible to the Treasury for all the
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storesreceived. If the Storelceperissueda
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A balance-sheet was issued, and ' pound of towor waste, hehad toaccount for

it. The Storekeeper was responsible to the
Treasury, and so was part of the Trea-
surer’s establishment, and his stores were
cash to the Treasury. The Storekeeper
knew he could not gei away with a
penny without an acquittance. The plan
adopted was the same as that adopted in
every other colony, and he did not know
how it could be improved upon.

A MemBsER: The Storekeeper had said
that nearly £100,000 worth of stores had
disappeared.

Twe PREMIER said that, for his
part, he did not know where they had
goue to. The Storekeeper never told him
about this. A good deal of these stores
thut were shown on the books bad not
been pald for, and the accouunts had not
been scheduled. This was now being
rectified, and a great improvement was
taking place. He had insisted that so
soon as the stores were issued they should
be scheduled against the vote and credited
to the Storekeeper. This was an oid,
threadbare subject, which the hon.
member always would bring up. Plenty
of companies published a credit
balance of £20,000 that had not
a sixpence to their credit, but an over-
draft at the bank, yet they bad assets in
the shape of land and goods. An insur-
ance company, such as the Australian
Mutual Provident or the Colonial Mutual,
had a great deal of ita assets in deeds,
which principally represented land, some
of which was in Perth. This was allowed
under the Act. He was afraid the hon.
member only took a superficial view of
the question, and should study it a listle
hetter. A mere baby cowld understand
the public accounts of the colony. He
did not helieve that public accounts
were kept so clearly in any of the Aus-
tralian colonies, with the excepiion, per-
haps, of South Australia. He had seen
them all, and it would be difficult to ascer-
tain how things stood by examining the
publicaccounts. By looking at our public
accounts, one could tell at once whai
stores there were. They showed the whole
thing in a single sheet. He could not
think the member for Albany wasinearest
in his suggestion. If there was any itemn
on the Estimates that was not required, he
was quite willing that it should be struek
out. If it could be reduced, he was quite
willing to assist in reducing it. The
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demands from every part of the country |
for increased expenditure were large, but |
till the finances expanded he did not pro-
pose to increase the expenditure. If any
reduction was to be made, he hoped 1t
would be done in a proper business-like |
way, and not haphazardly.

Mz, WILSON said he had had some
little experience of publie companies, and
he could tell the Premier that all balance-
sheets of corporations showed the total
assets and Labilities of the company.
Thay not only showed the cash in band,
but all the assets belonging to the company
as well. That was quite a different thing
from the cash balance-shest put before
the House. This professed to deal with
cash transactions only, and he maintained
that it was altogether wronyg to put down
£700,000 worth of stores in a cash balance-
sheet.

Tee PreEmier: What would the hon.
member do with it?

Mr. WILSON said he would leave it
out altogether.

Tue Premier: Cash had been paid for
these stores.

Mr. WILSON: Certainly. The Gov-
ernment had paid cash for their railways
and for their public buildings, and we
must take all these things into account as
part of their assets. Then they would
have a correct balance-sheet. This was a
cash balance sheet, and if they had spent
£700,000 for railways or in stores they
had no right to show it on that
sheet. The Government Storekeeper, in
his report, pointed out the danger of
the present system. He said, in that
report :—

In respect to the increasing balances on
hand each year, I respectfuliy submit that
they contain stores which should have heen
nsed or not imported. |
This meant that the Storekeeper was
afraid he would get a large amount of
stores under his control which would
never be used; im fact, which would he-
come obsolete, and would have to be
practically given away. The Storekeeper
went on to say—

And, with a view of assisting to prevent
unnecessary importation, [ would wish tove-
commend that Store Regulation No. 3 be cn-
forced, also that the heads of departments
responsible for the indenting of stocks not
drawn fromn store within & reasonable period |
be cailled upon to state when they are likely to
nse them,

[ASSEMBLY.]
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The Storekeeper found that the amount
of stores was increasing every vear, and
he wanted the people responsible for the
obtaining of them to take them over, so
that they might not appeur on his books.
The Auditor General was also very
anxious on this point, asin his report he
gaid that, although he was fully alive to
the prosperity of the country, it had often
accurred to him whether too much cash
was not being converted into kind
“ needlessly, not to say extravagantly.”
These remarks were conclusive to his
(Mr. Wilson's) mind that we were em-
barking on a very dangerous system. If
we bought large quontities of stores and
then showed them in cur cash balance-
sheet as a cash asset, we were certainly
adopting a very dangerous principle and
one that ought not to be countenanced.
These stores becamne obsolete and of very
little value, as was shown by the account
of some of the sales in the Storekeeper’s
report. If we went on with this system of
entering up stores as cash, we should soon
have to face a very serious loss. The
best plan would be not to show this item
of stores in the cash balance-sheet at all,
but to enter it as a debit. If the item of
£700,000 were struck out, there would be
a deficit of something like £300,000 in.
stead of a credit Dbalance, and a footnote
could be inserted to the effect that there
were stores to the value of £700,000.
That would be the correct way of keeping
the accounts.

Mr. Domrerty: By footnotes.

Mr. WILSON : If lLie were to make up
a cash statement for a public company,
and were to include in it a large guantity
of stores, he would soon be put right.

Tre PrEMIER: Insurance compames
entered up lands in their balance sheets.

Mr. WILSON: If insurance com-
panies entered up lands in their cash
statements, they were wrony. In a cash
statement, cash was dealt with and not
kind. That was plain.

Tue Premier: The plan adopted here
was the same as that adopted in South
Australia.

Mz WILSON: It was possible for
thetn to be wrony in South Australia.

Mz. ILLINGWORTH said it wus im-
portant, when the Treasurer stated that
he had a credit balance of £350,000, the
country should know whether he really
had that amount of money 0 spend or
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not.
of his report, said :—

It is, and has heen for some years past, an
open secret that until proper and adequate
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The Auditor Gteneral, on page 240 -

storage accommeodation be provided for the .
Stores Department at Fremantle it will, and

must be, an impossibility to classify and

arrange the stock on hand in such a manner .

as to epable my department to discharge its

duaty satisfactorily. However, thia important

matter has becn brought under notice so often
that Iam well nigh weary of the subject. I
am informed that new stores arc now being
erected, and so soonas they are comnpleted a
thorough stock-taking of all lines should he
immediately undertaken in the intercst of all
parties concerned.

Clearly, from this language, no stock-
taking bud taken place.

Tue Premigr said he did not think
the stock was taken absolutely in detail.

Me. ILLINGWORTH : The way in
which this £700,000 had been arrived at
was by taking the actual money paid for
the goods, and not by taking the present
value of the stock or allowing for dead, de-
teriorated, or obsolete stock. The Auditor
General further said :—* I can only hope
“that the shortage may not be found to
“ be serious.” This was a distinct hint
from the Auditor General that goods
were leaving the department without the
knowledge or consent of the persons in
charge; in fact, that the goods were being
stolen.

Tre Premier: The Auditor General's
report. did not convey that.

Me. ILLINGWORTH : Suppose goods
for which credit had been taken to the
amount of £100,000 as cash, had gone
away, could cash to that amount be
said to he available for this year? Or,
supposing that out of £700,000 worth of
goods there had been a deterioration to
the extent of £100,000 worth, or goods to
that extent had become obsolete, would
it be fair to take that amount of stock
into the cash account and treat it as an
asset to be dealt with during the coming
year? It would be impossible to take
credit for those stocks unless the stocks
were there, which was doubtful, and un-
less these stocks were available, which
was even still more doubtful. This
£700,000 worth of stock was in no way a
cash asset, as had been argued from the
Treasury bench. Again to show how
carelessly the department was being
worked, he called attention to the small
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24] of the Auditor General's report, which
said - —

Cash has heen converted into kind withount
being debited to a vote of the Legislatura.

So that, even in a small amount of
£50,000, it was only possible to havea
partial stock-taking.

Tue PreMIER: Who had informed the
Auditor General ?

Mr. ILLINGWORTH : The Auditor
Greneral said he was so informed.

Tue PrEMIER: By whom ?

Mr. ILLINGWORTH said he could
ouly give the information in the report,
which was supposed to be the most
anthentic document placed bhefore Parlia-
ment.  If it was not reliable, then the
gooner there wa$ another Auditor General
the better.

TrE Premier: The Anditor General's
report was all right.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH : Then why dis-
pute it ?

Tre PrEmier said he was wondering
who could have informed the Auditor
General. This stock was actually paid
for.

Me. ILLINGWORTH : That was no
great misfortune. If it had not heen
paid for, the Treasurer might accomnt for
the cash due upon it. Where did the
Treasurer get this £384,945 7s. 6d. debit?
Where was the money that represented
the difference between the £700,000 and
£315,000 balance ?

TuE Presrier: The hon. member would
admit that, if the Government had not
hought the stuff, they would have the
cash.

Mz TLLINGWORTH: Very well;
that was all right.

Tugz PremIER: The officers of the de-
partment got hold of it.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH: Was there
£700,000 worth of stock in hand #?

Tue Premier: Yes, and paid for.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH: Where was
the deficiency hetween the £700,000 and
the £315,000 balance ?

Tre PreMIER said he did not follow
the hon. member.

Mg. ILLINGWORTH said he did not.
think the Premier did follow him.
In order to bring the balance straight,
the £700,000 had been put in, and
when that was done, instead of coming
cut with a credit of £700,000, a credit of

matter of £50,000 referred to on page * + £315,000 was shown ; consequently there
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was £284,945 that required to he ex-
plained. Probably the T'reasurer was not
able to answer that question, and per.
hips it was not important that it should
be answered just now.

Tre Premier: The same system of
accounts had been in existence for 20 years,

MRg. ILLINGWORTH : When the in-
come of the colony was only £416,000,
and the stock represented only £40,000
or £50,000, it would not be so serious a
matter; but this was the system that
nearly wrecked Victoria through her rail-
ways, only the condition of affairs was a
little worse there than here. A huge
purchasing department was being raised,
and it was remarked, though he hoped
without truth, that there were commis-
sions at both ends of the stick. If this
stores account was going to be a growing
account, there must be an accurate taking
of stock at actual value.

Mgr. GEORGE: The object of the
hon. member for Albuny, in moving for
a reduction of this vote, was no doubt to
emphasise the great necessity not ounly
for looking after the sovereigns of the
country, but also for looking after the
goods which were purchased with the
sovereigns, and for which the people were
liable.  The hon. member for Central
Murchison (M. Illingworth) had tonched
on the weak spot in the Financial State-
ment. ‘With the system of hook-keeping
which had obtained in this colony for
the last twenty years, the stores account
was presented in perhaps the only pos-
sible way. Al the same time, private
business could not be eonducted on the
same lines. Stores to the value of
£700,000 were said to be at Fremauntle
or somewhere about the colony. Suppose
a fire occurred, were the stores or build-
ings insured ?

Tae Direcror oF PusLic WORES:
Yes. .

Mr. GEORGE: What about the
valuable and costlv goods stored in the
open at Fremantle P The report of the
Storekeeper himself stated that there was
not sufficient storage accommodation even
for the new stores. In going through
this store account it was obvious that
large quantities of goods had been ordered
wmany years ago which had never heen
used.

Tae PrEMIER:
member name them ¥

Would the hon.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Public Works.

' Mzr. GEQRGE: Yes. One of the
items referred to was a number of whip
cranes, which had been lying there for
some years. In July, 1893, there were
20 whip cranes received into store, and in
: September, 1893, three more were received,
1 to the total value of over £1,000. These
I cranes were not perhaps as convenient for
dealing with goods in large quantities as
the overhead travellers that the Engineer-
in-Chief had designed ; at the same time,
there were numbers of small stations
throughout the colony at which goods
sheds had been erected, where these
appliances would have answered all
requirements for the next 20 years, ov
at any rate where they would have been
better employed than in rusting at Fre-
mantle. If the departiment were a com-
mercial concern, the principals would
want to know why so much stock had
never beenr used. Take the guestion of
pig iron. The Government had been
purchasing every cargo of pig iron they
could get hold of ; and yet they kept in
stock something like 500 tons of that
material. The Government were always
certain buyers for that article, though
they could not usec what they bought;
and they had bought 444 tons of pig
iron In six months.

Tue Dirscror or Punvic Works:
We received 840 toms and used 440.
That could hardly be called over-stocking.

Me. GEORGE: From the figures sup-
plied by the Storckeeper, the consumption
of pig-tron was 100 tons per year;
and so the department had four years’
consumption in stock, according to their
own figures. He objected to the Gov-
ernment interfering with private trade
by stocking nearly four years’ stuff
which they did not require. The same
might be said of duplicate parts of
engines. The class G enyines were pro-
bably the most useful the Government
had inported; and yet, although they
had ordered duplicate parts for every
engine of this class imported, those parts
were not issued; and, when an engine
came in for repairs and some of the parts
were required, it was found far easier to
make a part than to get it out of store.
The member for Central Murchison {Mr.
Tllingworth) had spoken about taking
stock every year; and that was a reason-
able and proper thing. It was useless to
| take stock by dissecting the balances of

|
i
|
:
:
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the store issues. The stock was not
properly checked.  True, the Audil
officers occasionally checked odd lines;
but a business man took stock for the
purpose of seeing what he could quickly
turn into sovereigns, and was not satisfied
until he had overhauled all the goods in
his warehouse. If an allowance were
made for deterioration and debited
against the department which had
ordered the stock, much greater care
would he taken to avoid overstocking.
He did not feel much alarmed

regard to stores being stolen.  The
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with

Auditor General expressed a hope that

few shortages would he found;

but 1t -

would be unjust to all concerned to -

assmpe from this statement thut stores
had been stolen, though it-was possible that
some of the stuff lying out in the open
air night disappear. He trusted that
the Connnissioner would look to this
guestion of the stores.  The uestion of
stock and stores was quite as Lmportant
as the balance shown by the bank pass-
book. It was this overstocking which
caused Victoria to come down with such
a smash. At the Newport workshops in
Victoria, they stocked timber to season it
to such an extent that there was close on
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cash value, because they had to arrive
here, and if they did not arrive the in-
surance on them would be paid. He
might inform hon. members that all the
Government stores were insured to their
nominal value at a very low rate of
interest. He considered the Government
were not wrong in taking £100,000
worth of rails at Fremantle at cash value.
If the 1mils were not at Fremantle, the
cash would be in the Treasury.

Mn. Simpson: Did rails fluctuate in
vitlue ?

Mr. A, FORREST : Thatshould not
be taken inte considerntion. His opinion
was that stock should he taken yearly, as
near as practicable, at the Government
stores,  Thiere no doubt had been a great
deal of loss in stock. It was a loose
system that was adopted if stock was not
taken every yeur, and he understood that
stock had not Dbeen taken for vears.
Stock might have been stolen, or depre-
cinted in value, and he thought the House
should insist on the Government having
the stock taken, to see what amount of

. material the Government had stored.

£350,000 worth of timber stored there, °
and, when attention was drawn to it, a .

great deal of it was found to be entirely
spoilt by the weather. With that
example before us, it was not too much
for a member to rise in his place and
ask the Government, who were the cus-
todians of the possessions of the people,
to exercise due care in this department.
Mr. A. FORREST said he did not in-
tend to criticise the way in which the
public accounts were kepf, because hon.
members had beea informed that the

accounts were kept on the same lines as |

the South Australian accounts. He had
taken some interest in the cash balance,
and it was an important matter whether
Government stores should be recognised
as cash or not. He took it that Govern-

ment stores weare different from other °

people’s stores. Nodoubta year's supply
was imported, and in the £700,000 worth
of stores which wus found on the halance-
sheet hon. members were informed that
£250,000 worth had not vet arrived in
the colony, but the stores had been paid
for, and therefore the Government were
entitled to set those stores down at their

Great dissatisfaction existed amongst the
contractors to the Government. Many
people who took contracts had net large
means, bul there was great delay when
the work wus completed in  being
able to obtain the monev from the depart-
ment. This delay did pnot oceur in
other departments, but only in the Works
Department, and be thought it should
be remedied.

Me. SIMPSON : This stores question
was becoming an appalling one in this
country. Suvme years ago it was decided
to remove the stores fromw the
Works Department and place them
under the Treasuwrer. Some startling
revelations had been made, and it had
been decided that the Treasurer should
take charge of .the department. Hon,
members now found that the stores
department had grown to such an extent
that there were three-quarters of a million
pounds worth of stores, and the Auditor
Gieneral reported as follows: “ Iam fully
alive to the fact that Western Australia
is, as she has proved herself to be, a pro-
gressive and prosperous colony, but at
the same time it has often occurred to me
whether too much cash is not being con-
verted into kind needlessly, not to say

" extravagantly; however I shall refrain
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from making any further comments in
regard to this very serious matter, on the
ground that T may be considered out of
order in criticising the action of those
responsible for the existing state of
affairs.” Previous to this the Auditor
Greneral made a more serious statement:
“It will be seen, on reference to the
balance sheet to the 30th June, 1897, that
no less a sum than £627,200 7s. 1d. is
taken credit for as the value of railway
stores on hand on the date in question,
and I am led to believe that the Labilities
outstanding on railway stores account on
the 19th October last reached the sum of
£626,710 13s. 6d.” That was a million
and a quarter of money in connection
with the stores department, which was
particularly taken charge of by the Colo-
nial Treasurer to safeguard the public
interests. There were railway stores to
the amount of £626,000.

Tee Premier: Indented for,
Auditor General meant.

Mz. SIMPSON: The country was
under an obligation to pay for those
stores. Were not those figures appalling,
when hon. members considered that there
was only a population of only 160,000
people in this colony ¥ He judged from
the remarks which fell from the Premier
that might that the right hon. gentleman
had a deficit staring him in the face.
Some little time ago, in that district which
was honoured by the Premier’s representa-
tion, it was proposed to extend the jetty,

T PremMiEr: It was burnt down last
night.

M. SIMPSON said he was sorry to
hear it, but supposed it would be recon-
structed at all hazards. It was deter-
mined in this district some tine ago that
some repairs or additions should be made
to the jetty at Buubuu, and in connection
with these repairs it wuas found that a
diving dress was required. The diving
dress was used for one fortnight, and the
stores department debited that diving
dress to the Bunbury jetty, although it
was only used on the work for a fortnight,
and was available for use on many other
works.

Tar PREMIER:
Bunbury.

Mgr. SIMPSON said he gave that
as an instance of the administration
of the Stores department. He did
not know what the financiers in TLon-

the

Another injustice to

[ASSEMBLY .}

Public Worls.

don, who lent the colony money, would
say if they knew that the cash balance
was represented by stores in stock. No-
thing depreciated faster than machinery.
If the English capitalists, to whom we
appealed for loaus, realised the state of
things that actually prevailed, they would
say that £2,000,000 was quite enough to
borrow in year, and that we had better
get our Stores department in order.

Tue Premier: Do not run down the
country.

Me. SIMPSON : There was no getting
away from the fact that the admin-
istration of the Stores department was as
rotten as a medlar. There were features
in connection with the Public Works De-
partment. that would well stand recon-
sideration. Under a former régime he
had asked in that House for the cost of
drafting plans and inspection in eonnec-
tion with the Architectural department.
That department had been reformed, and
he congratulated the Minister on the
gentleman now placed in charge of it,
as he was one of the most accomplished
members of his profession in Australia.
The Director of Public Works had in-
formed the House that the percentage of
the cost of the administration of the
Architectural department to the total
cost was under 6 per cent., but he (Mr.
Simpson) had made up the figures for
himself, and found it was nearly 10 per
cent.

Tue Direcror o¥ Pusric WoORKS:
The hon. member was taking the whole
Public Works Department.

Me. SIMPSON said he was taking
what we had to build. The Director of
Public Works proposed spending ahout
a million sterling— £474,000 for public
works, and £553,000 for public build-
ings.

Tue Direcror oF Pusric Works:
£515,000.

Me. SIMPSON: The salaries ¢ame to
nearly £98,000.

Tue DireEctor oF Punric Works:
The hon. member was talking of the
Architectural department, for which the
salaries were only £27,000.

Mr. SIMPSON said he was taking the
figures put before the House, and he
repeated that the cost of designing and
supervision amounted to very nearly 10
per cent. of the total cost, whereas any
business man would undertake to do it at
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5 per cent. A yood deal of the expense
was incurred for public buildings in the
back blocks, the erection of which simply
meant disaster.

Tue PreEmies : More were wanted,

Me. SIMPSON : A distingwished light |
of the Church had said that every trip
of the Premier to the goldfields cost
the country 20,000 sovercigns. The im-
poverished condition of the country was
due to the fact that the Premier travelled
round the country at election times
offering baits to the electors. The right
hon. gentleman had been lavish of his
promises, and now found that he had
promised works in advance of his funds,
and that he was hard up. Our Public
Works Department here, as in the other
colonies—~he was not alluding to the
Director—had become the appalling dan-
ger of responsible government; and if
ever a Premier stood up in Western
Australia who unconsciously encouraged
the process of log-rolling, it was the right
hon. gentleman. While the Premier was in
London a greater knowledge of the wants
of the country and more ability to say
“no” was displayed by the Acting Premier
than had ever been shown by the Premier.
His own electorate (Geraldton) had been
justly treated, but that was because
of the fair way in which the claims of the
district had been put forward. The
suggestion of the member for Albany
should be taken in good part by the
Government. There was no sinister
object in making it. 1t was thought
that it would be a good thing to divert
£25,000 from the Public Works Depart-
ment soasto make itavailable for the Lands
Department. Itwould bevery muchmeore
to the advantage of the country that the
administration should deal with the items
than that the House should do it. A
similar course had been followed in other
countries where a policy of retrenchment
had become necessary. In consequence
of owr having taken over the Great
Southern Railway, it was absolutely
necessary to find funds for the opeujuu
up of that country, and an endeavour
should be made if possible to deal with
the invasion of rubbits in the south-
eastern part of the colony. It would be
a graceful act on the part of the Trea-
surer to carry out the suggestion, it
was ‘only o suggestion, of the member
for Albany, and divert the sum named

6 Decemser, 1897.7
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| from a  department where it could
Y be spared to one where it might be much

more advantageously spent, and without
any reflection on the Treasurer’s financial
! policy.

THE PREMIER :
ferentes.””

Me. MITCHELL said that, during the
short time he had been in Parliament, he
had admired the goed temper and firmness
generally displayved by the hon. members
on the Opposition side; but i their
criticism of the Works Department they
had been somewhat unreasonable and in
many instances, unfair. They put the
Director of Public \mGs between the
“devi] and the deep sen.””  One party was
clamouring for this or that work, and
another party urging that the Governnent
should not do anything. The expenditure
had no doubt been very great, but, with
one or two exceptions, full value had been
got for the money. He would use his
utmost endeavours to uphold the policy
of the Works Department.

Amendment (Mr. Leake's) put, and
negatived on the voices.

Item —TLand Resumption Officer:

Mr. LEAKE : This officer's salary was
increased from K£307 4s. 7d. to £375.
‘What was the explanation of the increase?

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: This officer had done very
difficult and responsible work. Out of
140 claims he settled 112 at o cost not
exceeding ten per cent. advance on the
amounts ofteredd by the Government,
whereas the advance was fifty per cent.
when the cases went to arbitration. He
was only a temporary officer, who could
he djspeused with when necessary.

Mr. VOSPER said he would take ad-

vantage of this item to inquire why a
nwiber of men were being dismissed in
the Works Department on the score of
retrenchment. while other officers were
given increases of pay ?

Twe DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: Last year more men had to
be taken on principally in the architect’s,
water supply, sewerage, and roads and
bridges branches, than ¢could now be kept,
and in these branches it was now found
l necessary to retrench by discharging those
men.

Mk. GEORGE: This land resumption
officer had to do with the cases in Roe
strect, and he was not at all a first-class

“Timeo Danaos el dona
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man for the position. If he had acted
with ordinary tact in those cases, he
would have saved the country many
thousands of pounds. In the case of a
Mrs. O'Leary, on whose behalf some
£1,600 or £1,800 was claimed, the Gov-
ernment offered probably £600, and this
officer kept offering her £5, £10, and
£1, and trying to frighten the
woman by telling her she would be
liable for all costs. That was not the
way to do business, If u reasonable
offer had been made on behalf of the
Government, the colony would have been
saved the expense of arbitration. There
was another case, that of o Mrs. Barr,
who would have been inelined to accept
any fair offer; but «blufling” was tried,
and this Mrs Barr resented. These were
instances of ineapacity on the part of this
officer, which if evinced in ordinary com-
mercial life would bave led to his dis-

missal.
Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: The Government considered

that this officer had saved the country
tens of thousands of pounds; indeed
£375 was not a sufficient salary for
the services he performed. No more
energetic or capable man could be
found for the position. He had had
along banking experience, and possessed
a  general lmowledge of values.
In the cases that went to arbitration, the
cost to the country was fifty per cent. in
advance of the amount offered by the
Government. In the case of Mrs. Barr,
the offer of the Government was £2,039,
and the claim made by that lady was
£4.000. The arbitrators awarded her
£3,782, though that was not such a large
sum in comparison with the award to
Mrs. O'Leary. The Government offered
her £677, she asked for £1,800, and she
was awarded £1,100. The principle on
which those values were arnved at was
not apparent. In a case where the
Government offered £6,000, and the claim
was for some £20,000, the amount
awarded was £15,000. The people
who gave that award were not dealing
fairly with the Government or with
the country. In another case, that
of Mr. Hall, the clatm was for an enormous
amount, and he got £11,000; whereas
the best valuation of his properi; was only
£4,000. This award was simply prepos-
lerous.,

[ASSEMBLY.)

Public Works.

Mr. GEORGE: There was no doubt
the Government were *“ got at’" in reference
to some of the items mentioned by the
Commissioner; but in regard to the cases
he (Mr. George) had been referring to,
he was speaking from personal knowledge.
The difference between Mrs. Barr's and
Mrs. O’Leary’s houses was that the latter
was an old and dilapitated cottage, while
the former cost over £1,000 to huild, the
valuation of the land being nearly the same
in each case. The mistake made in Mrs.
O'Leary’s case was in offering her a
ridiculous price like £600, and then rais-
g it by £10, and so on. Had the Go-
vermnent made a fair advance, she would
have talen the money, whereas they had
to pay £1,100 instead of £670. An
officer who did business in thut way
showed a want of tact.

Tue ATTOENEY GENERAL (Hon.
R. W. Pennefather) : In the preparation
of a Bill which appeared among the
Orders of the Day, he had many oppor-
tunities of coming in contact with this
officer, whom he had consulted with refer-
ence to various amendments, and bad
found him te be a2 most capable man,
who thoroughly understood the work in
which he was engaged ; and the Director
of Public Works would have been utterly
wanting in common fairness if he had
not stood up for this officer, when his
ability and integrity were called in ques-
tion.

Mr. GEORGE said he had not attacked
the officer’s integrity. He had attacked
his ability, and would do it again.

Ttem passed. _

Ttem—Advertising :

Mg. GEORGE : There was 2 sum of
£3,000 put down for advertising, which
cost last year £4,948 5s. 9d., and it was
rensonable to suppose that the cost would
be as much this year. The number of
advertisements for tenders might he very
much curtailed. It was useless to call
for so many tenders at places remote from
the scene of operations.

Item passed.

Ttem—Assistant Engineer-in-Chief

Mr. HIGHAM: This officer, during
the absence of the Engineer-in-Chief, had
been receiving £1,000 o year, which might
well be continued in view of the respon-
sible nature of his duties. He was set
down for £800 this year ; but it was well-
Jnown that the time of the Engineer-in-
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Chief would be mainly devoted to the
Coolgardie Water Scheme; and this
officer would have to perform the other
duties of the position.

Mr. GEORGE: The return of the
Engineer-in-Chief did uot appear to have
lessened the responsibilities of this officer,
and there was no reason why his salary
should be reduced.

Tue PREMIER: This officer had
received an increased salary ouly because
he was temporarily acting for his chief
officer.

Mz. GEORGE: But lhe still had the
sume responsibilities. The Engineer-in-
Chief’s business was merely that of
consulting engrineer.

M=z. MITCHELL said he hoped the
Government would continue to this oflicer
the rate of £1,000. It was very injurious
to a man to cut down his salary.

Tre DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: When the head of a depart-
ment was away, any subordinate officer
who acted for him received an increased
salary: but, when the chief officer re-
turned, the salary of his locum fenens
must revert to the original fi;uwre. Had
Mr. McDonald been put bhack to the
position he had previously occupied,
he would be receiving only £600; whereas
he was to receive at the rate of £800, thus
obtaining promotion. Moreover, he would
confinue to be paid at the rate of £1,000
per annunt till the end of the present
year, part of that salary having been
provided for out of the Toan Estimates.
The officer was a capable man; but he
ought to be well satisfied with the pro-
motion he had received, and also with his
salary.

Me. HUBBLE : This officer had carried
out his duties with grent satisfaction
during the absence of the chief officer,
and this was felt particularly in Fre-
maatle. Tt was regrettable that the
salary could not remain at £1,000 a year;
and 1t would be only fair if the Minister
could see his way to increase the amount
within the next few months.

Mr. HIGHAM : The attention of the
Engineer-in-Chief would be directed to
the Coolgardie Water Scheme, and the
responsibility of the Fremantle Harbour
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Works would devolve on the Assxstdnt '

Engineer-in-Chief, and to a great extent

tlns officer would be the oonsultmcr en- ¢

gineer. He hoped the Minister wonld sce
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his way clear to increase this officer’s
salary.

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: The Government did not
undervalue ihe services of this officer; he
has done excellent work in connection with
the Fremantle harbour and the extension
of the quay; but the officer was getting
fully paid. The way he bad risen in the
service should be sufficient encouragement
to the officer. When hon. members com-
pared the services rendered by the Under-
Secretary for Works with those rendered
by the officer in question, they would see
the assistant engineer was well puid. He
(the Director of Public Works) had no
intention of giving a promise to increase
the ofticer’s salary.

Ttem passed.

Ttem—Jarrahdale bridge, Blackwood :

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS moved, as an amendment, that
the words “Jarrahdaule” and *“ Blackwood”
be struck out, and the words “ Kalgan
River” be inserted in lieu thereof.

Mr. LOCKE understood that the word
“ Jalbarrow " was to be inserted in licu
of “ Jarrahdale,” He had been informed
that this was so intended in the depart-
ment.

Twe DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: That was a mistake.

Amendment put and pussed.

Ttem—Geraldton-Northampton road re-
construction :

Mz. MITCHELL asked on which part
of this road the money was to be ex-

pended.
Taz ODIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS : That would depend on the

apportionment, which rested with the
Minister. He would inquire from what
source the application came, and that
would then give the hon. member some
idea how the money would be apportioned.

Mr. MITCHELL: The roawl ran
alongside the railway line, and the money
would be better spent on the Northamp-
ton road to the Geraldine mines.

Tae DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WOREKS moved, as an amendment, that
the word “Geraldine” be inserted after
the word “ Northampton.”

Amendment put and passed.

Ttem —-Menzies-Lawlers road, Mount
Ida section :

Mr. GREGORY asked whether it was
proposed to construct this road onlyv as
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far as Mount Ida. The whele of the
road, which was 140 miles long, from
Lawlers to Meuzies was urgently required.

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: Mount Ida was only the first
section. It was proposed to push on with
the rest of the work ag soon as possible.
He moved, as an amendment, that the
words, “ Mount Ida section” be strnck
out.

Amendment passed, and item agreed to.

Item—Construction works, Murchison
and Peak Hill goldfields:

Mr. KENNY said that the history of
the water supply to the Peak Hill fields
had been a most unfortunate one. About
four years ago some wminers settled at o
spot about 25 miles from Peak Hill
Great difficulty had been esperienced in
procuring water. When the warm weather
sob in the surface water dried up, and the
niners were compelled to carry their
water 18 miles. A few months ago they
came upon a rich lode, and 40 leases,
comprising 500 acres, had been taken up,
for which the Grovernment were receiving
between £400 and £500. There ware
500 men at work there now. They ap-
plied to the Water Department to sink a
well, The department sent up sotme men,
who sank three wells 80 feet, and, find-
ing no water, went away. The miners
afterwards obtained some water from one
of these deserted wells. Unless some-
thing was done to give the miners a fair
supply of drinking water, they would be
compelled to ubandon their claims in
another month. Somebody was respon-
sible for the maladministration of the
Water Department on the Murchison.
Six months ago some wells, costing over
£100, were spoiled by timbering the wells
below water level with green mulga wood,
which absolutely poisoned the waler,
while there was any quantity of stone
round about. The Water Department
had sunk two wells in that district—one
125 feet and the other 180 feet—and got
nothing, while a quarter-of-a-mile away
a squatter had a splendid well at 8
feet.

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: If any departmental errors
were put before him, he would endeavour
to get them rectified. They were being
rectified now, and the department wus
doing all it could to meet the wants of the
public.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Public Works.

Mz, MORGANS asked how the
£16,000 on the Estimates, for the iten in
guestion, was going to be spent ?

Tur DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS said it was intended to spend it
on the construction of works for the de-
velopment of the Peak Hill goldfield.
A large part of it had been aulready ex-
pended 1 connection with works that
were very urgently required. He proposed
spending the balance in the way required
to meet the demands of the people by
supplying water, as also for up-keep both
at Peak Hill aud on the Murchison.

Itamn passed.

Mxr. MORGANS asked whether it was
intended to increase the uccommodation
in connection with the Legislative As-
sgmbly Chamber, at an early date. The
Minister bhad, he understood, already
made a statement on the subject; but
he (Mr. Morgans) desired to point out
the lack of conveniences in the reporting
gallery, Considerable inconvenience was

_experienced by the members of the press,

owing to the lack of accommeodation, and
to the fact that when reguiring refresh-
ments of any kind, they had to go out-
side to some public place. In Houses of
Parliament elsewhere accommodation was
provided for members of the press, and
bhe hLoped the Minister would keep this
matter in view.

Tur DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: The Government had promised
that, during the recess, they would take
into consideration the question of pro-
viding additional accommodation, and
the requirements of the reporters would
be kept in view,

Item —Perth Hospital, sanitary drain.
age:

“Mg. GEORGE: The sum of £2,300
was put under this head. Where was it
proposed to carry the drainage?

Tus Direcror or Pusric Works:
Into the main dram.

Mzr. GEORGE : And thence into the
river ?

Tue Direcror or Punnic Works:
This work was part of the drainage sys-
tem of the city.

Mr. GEORGE: Wonld there not be
considerable danger of infection from
fever patients?

The Dirkcror oF PuBLic WoRgs:
The excreta of patients would not be
carried wmto the draiu.
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Mz. GEORGE said he had been chair-
man of the Sanitary Committee of the
City Council for a few weeks, and it was
then stated by the Superintendent of the
Banitary Depariment that at the hospital
no distinction was wmade between the
excreta and the vefuse of fever patients
and those of other patients. In private
houses the pans used by fever patients
were kept quite separate. He would like
an assurance from the Minister that the
refuse from fever patients would be dealt
with in such a way as to cause no danger
of infection.

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: The Public Works Depart-
ment had nothing to do with the disposal
of refuse. All the departinent had to do
was to provide the drains, and the Hos-
pital Board had to deal with the refuse.
The depa.rt.ment. met the hoard in every
possible way.

M=. QUINLAN This matter had
been hefore the Hospital Board, who had
made special provision for removing the
excreta of typhoid patients. The surfuce
drain from the hospital might tend to
contaminate the river, but the fact re.
mained that refuse equally as bad from
hotels and restaurants, found its way into
the main drain.

Ttem passed.

Ttom—Perth Hospital, new wing, oper-
ating theatre, and laundry :

Mgr. WILSON asked [or some explana-
tion of the expenditure of £10,000 on this
work.

Tur DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: This was the expenditure on
the new wing of the hospital.

Mer. WILSON: There were decided
objections to increasing hospital accom-
modation on the present site.  The
hospital for contagious and infectious
diseases should be removed outside the
city, leaving the present building to serve
as an accident ward. ‘When smallpox
broke out in the hospital a few yearsago,
the disease spread all through the streets
at the foot of the hill.

Ttem passed.

Other items passed, and the vote agreed
to.

Vote— Public Buildings, £553,664:

Item—Additions and repairs to existing
Buildings :

¥Mr. LEAKE asked for an explanation

of the fact that votes under this head !

[17 DecEmpER, 1897.]

Eustra Sitling Day. 1147
amounting to ahout £40,000 were scat-
tered up and down the Estinutes.

Tre DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: The votes for additions and
repairs to a great many buildings
throughout the country had this year
been spht up instead of put down in one
amount. “ A stitch in fime saves nine,”
and much money had been sauved by
attending to the repair of existing build-
ings.  If the money was not required, it
would not be expended.

Progress reported and leave given to
sit again.

EXTRA SBITTING DAY.
Tue PREMIER (Right Hon. 8ir J.

Forrest) moved that the House, at its

rising, adjourn until half-past two o'clock
on the follewing day. The House would
sit until six o'clock in the evening.

Put and passed.

ADJOURENMENT.
The House adjourned at 1145 pa
until the next day.

Legislalive Pssembly,
Friday, I17th December, 1897.

Petition: Collie Coal-mine Leasiog —Annual Estimates :
Puablic Works votes further considered; Division
(Fstumtes concluded)—Motion : Gmtmty to Widow
of Dr. Barmett—DMotion: Aneuity to Widow of Sir
F. N. Broome—Indy Broome Annuity Bill; first
rending—Skarks Bay Pearlshell Fishery Act Amend.
ment Hill: first rea-ling -Bunbury Hacecourse Hail-
wny Bill: Arst reading -—Collie Quarry Railway Bill :
first reading—Kalgoorlie-Gnumballa  Lake and
Boulder Townsite Loop Raoilwnys Bill: first read.
ing—Paper presented—Orders of the Day and Sud.
den Alterniions (Speaker's remarks) —Police Act
Amendment Bill : second reading— Adjournment.

Tue SPEAKER took the Chair at
2-30 o’clock, p.m.

PRrRAYERS.



